
THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH 
February 14th,  2016 ~ First Sunday of Lent  

 

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
Parish Office - 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632 

(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 
Our Pastoral Staff 

Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 

Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 
Director of Liturgical Music~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sundays ~ 6:45 – 7:00 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

  



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your heavenly 
Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and 
service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all 
who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on those who love His house of 
faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in 
your going out and your coming in. 

Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive Baptism, 
Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the pastor. 

New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are leaving the parish, please notify the 
office before you leave).  Thank you. 

Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 

Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people whose 
hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to God about men.”  
Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number of the person.  Father 
would be delighted to meet with them. 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE 

 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the faith.  
Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the parish office. 

 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 9:30 AM 
Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to attend the Pre-
Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s Rectory.  Please contact 
the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 

   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months prior to 
the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 

    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or night. 

 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health care 
facility. 

 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in union with 
our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry which Jesus Christ has 
entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful in a rural area, we utilize our 
energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of life, justice, and peace to this 
generation and the generations that follow us. 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the 

spiritual Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated 

above all the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never 
turned away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories 
are His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



First Sunday of Lent 
Sunday, February 14, 2016 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:4-10 
Moses discusses the power God has displayed in 
freeing his people from oppression and leading them 
to a rich land. He tells the people that they should 
make offerings to God to show their gratitude, then 
celebrate over the great things he has given them.  
 

Responsorial Psalm: 91 
 

Second Reading: Romans 10:8-13 
Paul tells us that if we proclaim, “Jesus is Lord” and 
truly believe that God raised him from the dead, we 
will be saved. For God shows his mercy toward 
everyone who calls upon his name.  
 

Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 
Jesus fasted in the desert for forty days, then Satan 
appeared to him and tempted him to turn stone into 
bread. After Jesus refused, Satan promised him great 
powers if Jesus would worship him. Jesus replied 
that he would worship God and no one else. Then 
Satan tried to persuade Jesus to put God to the test, 
but again Jesus resisted his temptation.  

First Sunday of Lent 
 “What does Scripture say, ‘The word is near you, in 
your mouth and in your heart’–that is the word of faith we 
preach. For, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and 
one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.”… “Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

The journey of Lent, our time in the desert with 
Jesus, has begun. We will be fed by word and 
sacrament as we unite ourselves, not in just recalling 
Jesus’s saving work, but allowing Him to accomplish it 
again in, with, and for us. When we begin a task it 
requires planning and preparation. Steps must be 
taken to assure a successful outcome. Provisions for 
the journey, a clear view of the objective to be secured, 
are part of the experience for us all.  

As Paul addresses the Romans, he makes a 
fine distinction. It is easy to profess with our lips 
that we have embarked on the journey with Jesus, 
but how the heart responds will determine the 
outcome. Accepting the cross of Jesus during this 
time of special prayer, accompanied by sacrifice and 
good works, is the norm and expression of our belief.  

The fervor of the first week of Lent summons 
us to be deeply aware of our need to respond to 
God’s love as expressed in His becoming one with us 
and experiencing the Paschal Mystery. How 
interesting that Jesus’s role was to provide a Savior 
and our goal is to achieve salvation. May we take 
time this week to  appreciate why Jesus came and 
the steps we can take to both confess and believe 
that Jesus is Lord.  

DAILY READINGS 

MONDAY 

Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mt 25:31-46 

TUESDAY 

Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15 

WEDNESDAY~ The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite 

Order 

Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32 

THURSDAY 

Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 

FRIDAY 

Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26 

SATURDAY 

Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48 

SUNDAY~ SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT  

Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14; Phil 3:17—4:1 

Hungering for the Journey 

Join our parish community—and 

nearly 14,000 Catholic 

communi�es across the United States—in a life-changing 

Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s 

rice bowl and don’t forget to download the CRS Rice 

Bowl app! Remember, what you give up for Lent changes 

lives. Our journey with CRS Rice Bowl begins in Colombia, 

where coffee beans are changing lives! What ac�ons can 

we take this Lent to change lives-at home and around 

the world? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.  



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 

Saturday, February 13 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People  
Sunday, February 14 
6:45–7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred  John Guglielmi by Michael &  
  Christine Skurecki  
9:30 AM Dushore  Richard “Dick” Harney by IHM Parish  
  Religious Ed Program  
Monday, February 15 
9:00AM Dushore Edward & Frances Burke Kelly by  
  Edward M. Kelly 
Tuesday, February 16 
9:00AM Mildred Helen Kriel by Milo & Jeanne Clinton 

Thursday, February 18 
9:00AM Mildred Francis “Butsy” Ricci by Mary Finan 
10:30AM Darway Mary Cygier by Frank & Dollie Lane 
Friday, February 19 
8:30AM Dushore Stations of the Cross 
9:00AM Dushore Mary Tourscher by Christine Weaver 
7:00PM Mildred Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, February 20 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Edward Chrzanowski by Shirley  
  Chrzanowski  
Sunday, February 21 
6:45–7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred  Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore  Karen Szymanksi by Mr. & Mrs.  
  Joseph McDonough 

From a commentary on the psalms by Saint 

Augustine, Bishop 

In Christ we suffered temptation, and in him we overcame the 

devil 

 Hear, O God, my petition, listen to my prayer. Who 

is speaking? An individual, it seems. See if it is an 

individual: I cried to you from the ends of the earth while my 

heart was in anguish. Now it is no longer one person; 

rather, it is one in the sense that Christ is one, and we are 

all his members. What single individual can cry from the 

ends of the earth? The one who cries from the ends of the 

earth is none other than the Son’s inheritance. It was said 

to him: Ask of me, and I shall give you the nations as your 

inheritance and the ends of the earth as your possession. This 

possession of Christ, this inheritance of Christ, this body 

of Christ, this one Church of Christ, this unity that we 

are, cries from the ends of the earth. What does it cry? 

What I said before: Hear, O God, my petition, listen to my 

prayer; I cried out to you from the ends of the earth. That is, I 

made this cry to you from the ends of the earth; that is, on all 

sides.  

 Why did I make this cry? While my heart was in 

anguish. The speaker shows that he is present among all the 

nations of the earth in a condition, not of exalted glory but 

of severe trial.  

 Our pilgrimage on earth cannot be exempt from 

trial. We progress by means of trial. No one knows himself 

except or receives a crown except after victory, or strives 

except against an enemy or temptations.  

 The one who cries from the ends of the earth is in 

anguish, but is not left on his own. Christ chose to 

foreshadow us, who are his body, by means of his body, in 

which he has died, risen, and ascended into heaven, so that 

members of his body may hope to follow where their head 

has gone before.  

 He made us one with him when he chose to be 

tempted by Satan. We have heard in the gospel how the 

Lord Jesus Christ was tempted by the devil in the 

wilderness. Certainly Christ was tempted by the devil. In 

Christ you were tempted, for Christ received his flesh from 

your nature, but by his own power gained salvation for you; 

he suffered death in your nature, but by his own power 

gained glory for you; therefore, he suffered temptation in 

your nature, but by his own power gained victory for you.  

 If in Christ we have been tempted, in him we 

overcome the devil. Do you think only of Christ’s 

temptations and fail to think of his victory? See yourself as 

tempted in him, and see yourself as victorious in him. He 

could have kept the devil from himself; but if he were not 

tempted he could not teach you how to triumph over 

temptation.  

The Light Is On For You 

 All Mondays of Lent from 5:30-7:00pm, The 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish and all the parishes in the 

Diocese of Scranton will be open for individual confessions. 

In this Holy Year of Mercy, Catholics are invited to 

experience Christ’s healing love through the Sacrament of 

Reconcilia�on as an important dimension of the Lenten 

journey. The website, www.dioceseofscranton.org/light 

has materials to assist you in preparing to make a good 

confession, prayers you may find helpful, and answers to 

frequently asked ques�ons. Please make plans to come on 

a Lenten Monday, and spread the word of this special 

outreach of mercy to those you know.  

Volunteer Needed!! 

Ms. Joan Doyle is looking for a volunteer to 

vacuum St. Francis Church once a week. Please 

contact her for more informa'on at 570-928-8141 

or contact the Parish Office at 570-928-8865 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

January 23 & 24, 2016 

$4,218.05 
Care & Education of Priests 

$816.00 
 Thank you for your generosity! 

February Second Collections 

February 13 & 14~ Building & Maintenance  

February 27 & 28~ Diocesan Annual Appeal  

Word of Life  

“Jesus is with us every step of the way, giving 

us the grace we need. God invites us to 

embrace the lives we have been given, for as 

long as they are given. Every life is worth 

living.” 

—2015-16 Respect Life Program Flyer 

Patron of the Week  

Fitzpatrick and Lambert 

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and take 
away all my worries; and please watch over and 
heal my family.  Heavenly Father, hold our troops 
in Your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect 
us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts they perform for us in this, our time of need.  
These things I humbly ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon,  

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney  

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P.O. Box 35524 

Wainwright, Alaska 99703 
Natalie Dymond  

9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, Tx 78245 
RCT Sharif Welton 

1st RTBN PLT 
 1004 CO B, Box 16135, Parris Island, SC 29905 

Matthew J. Dailey  
114 East Cochran Ave,Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald 

145 Kings Highway; Apt 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 

Liturgical Ministers for February 20 & 21 
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    T. Finan  
     7:30 AM Mildred     H. Clark 

     9:30 AM Dushore    D. Fite  

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    D. Lambert  

     7:30 AM Mildred     R. Gumble 
     9:30 AM Dushore   J. Fite, M.L. McCamley 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 AM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore    S. Pedro, Z. Pedro 

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore    J. & E. Richlin  
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Hope  
     9:30 AM Dushore    T. & M. Dailey, F. Burgmann  

Update	of	the	Annual	Diocesan	

Appeal:	

Our	Parish	Goal:	$41,000.00	

Total	Raised:	$36,895.00	

	Under	Goal:		$4,105.00	

Percentage	of	Parishioners	Pledged	as	of	

1/12/2016	

37.95%	(178	out	of	469	people	pledged)	

2015 Financial Statements of Parish Support  

Please contact the rectory if you would like your 

financial statement of parish support mailed to 

you.  Statements will not be sent out unless the rectory is 

notified.  You may also stop in at the rectory and pick it 

up.  

Donate for the Year of Mercy to the Heat & Eat 

Fund 

Donate to the Heat and Eat fund which was established 

by Father Joe to help parishioners and those in need of 

food or fuel oil.  Anyone who is in need of assistance may 

contact the parish office at 570-928-8865. We receive 

many requests in the winter when heating oil is high and 

our parish has been able to help those in our community 

through those difficult times. Last year, the parish was 

able to help 13 families providing over $3,100.00 in 

assistance The generosity of our parishioners has made 

this possible. Please consider contributing to this fund 

with any size gift. Contact the parish office at 570-928-

8865, or write on your check, “Heat and Eat Fund” and 

include it with your offering. Let’s be a blessing to others 

this ‘Year.’ 



Chosen: IHM Youth Program    

 IHM Parish Youth (Grades 7-12) are invited to 

meet for spiritual enrichment! 
The next meeting is Monday, February 15 at 

7:00 PM– 9:00PM in the Cave (St. Francis 

Rectory Basement, Mildred)  

Homemade goodies will be provided  

For more information contact Elly Rojas at          

570-928-9819, register online at ihmdushore.com, 

or join our Facebook group Chosen by God 

February 14th, 2016 is World Marriage Sunday  

On the USCCB website, there are 3 options to prayerfully 

reflect for seven days on married life. Go to 

www.foryourmarriage.org and search for Seven Day 

Virtual Marriage Retreats. Here are the titles:  

• “Marriage and Mercy” –especially for the Year of 

Mercy  

• “Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan” – on the 

US Bishops’ Pastoral Letter of the same name  

• “A Retreat with Pope Francis” 

Reflec'ng on the Gospel 

 The ritual act of professing our faith during Sunday 

Mass is no subs�tu�on for living it in our daily lives. When 

we are tested by tempta�ons, our faith is put to the test, 

too, and we are faced with a choice of who we are and how 

we want to live. Lent is a �me to examine our choices. Lent 

is a �me to grow in who we are. 

 Just as God led Israel to a “land flowing with milk 

and honey” so  will God lead us to salva�on if each of us 

“calls the name of the Lord.”  For us, though, our desert is 

the demands of everyday living and our salva�on is found 

on the cross. Each day we take up our cross and lay down 

our life for the sake of others, we are building strength to 

resist tempta�on. Our complimen�ng another or offering a 

word of encouragement helps us resist tempta�on. 

 We don’t have to go out into a desert to find 

tempta�on! But we do need God’s nearness to resist it. 

And that God has promised us.   

St. Agnes school in Towanda is now accepting 

registrations for the 2016-2017 school year.  The school 

offers Pre–K3 through 6th grade, and financial aid is 

available for qualifying families. Busing is provided for 

students in Kindergarten and up who live in the 

Wyalusing, Troy, Athens, Northeast Bradford, and 

Towanda School Districts. Tours of the school may be 

scheduled by calling (570) 265-6803 

Mark your calendars for our Religious Vocations 

Workshop held on Saturday, March 5, 2016 in St. Basil’s 

Hall, Dushore. All Teens, Youth Group, and Confirmation 

Class Members are requested and invited to attend. The 

theme will be “What About You?” 

10:30AM—Adoration  

11AM –Eucharist Talk (Sisters) 

11:45AM—Examination of Conscience 

12:30PM—Lunch 

1:30PM—Fr. Brian Van Fosse Talk  

3PM— Mary Talk (Sisters) 

3:45PM—Eucharistic Procession to the church  

4PM—Mass  

If you would like to attend please contact Mrs. Kat Clark 

at 570-928-8952 or hayes.clark@frontiernet.net or John 

Lambert at 570-928-7763 or jdlambert1983@gmail.com 

A Prayer for Lent 

Lord, Holy Father,  

Show us what kind of man it is  

Who is hanging for  

Our sakes on the cross,  

Whose suffering causes 

The rocks themselves 

To crack and crumble 

With compassion,  

Whose death brings  

The dead back to life.  

Let my heart crack and crumble 

At the sight of him. 

Let my soul break apart 

With compassion for his suffering. 

Let it be shaBered with grief 

At my sins for which he dies.  

And finally let it be soDened 

With devoted love for him.  

Thank You 
The Knights of Columbus wish to thank the people 
who attended and provided the fine desserts for 
the Ham and Scalloped Potato Dinner held January 
29.  The dinner was a success.  



LLLLENTENENTENENTENENTEN    CCCCELEBRATIONSELEBRATIONSELEBRATIONSELEBRATIONS    & & & & 

SSSSERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICES 

The following services and 

celebrations will be held 

throughout the season of 

Lent.  All are welcome. 
Lenten Community Worship Service 

Zion Lutheran Church, Dushore 
Wednesdays during Lent 

6:00 PM Soup and Sandwich 
7:00 PM Community Worship 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Stations of the Cross 

Stations of the Cross will be 
celebrated on Fridays during 
Lent at 8:30 AM in St. Basil’s 

Church followed by Daily Mass 

at 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM in St. Francis of 
Assisi Church. 

Evening Prayer (Vespers) 
Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited each 

weekday evening during Lent at 6:00 PM in St. 

Basil’s Church.  All are welcome to come and pray 

one of the oldest and most beautiful forms of the 

Church’s prayer. 

The Disciplines of Lent 

 The season of Lent begins this year on Ash 

Wednesday, February 10th. Tradi�onally, Lent has been 

marked by three disciplines. The first of these is prayer. We 

will all be encouraged to try our best at seRng aside more 

�me for prayer than we are accustomed to doing. In our 

parish, Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited Monday 

through Friday at 6:00PM in St. Basil’s Church and Sta�ons 

of the Cross every Friday 7:00PM in St. Francis Church. In 

addi�on to these public forms of worship, we are 

encouraged to journey into the Lenten desert through 

medita�on, reflec�on, and contempla�on.  

 The second discipline is fas�ng and abs�nence. 

Those between the ages of 18 and 60 are obligated to fast 

on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Fas�ng, as defined by 

the church, consists of ea�ng one full meal for the day and 

ea�ng two par�al meals, avoiding any food in between. 

Abs�nence is an obliga�on for the faithful to refrain from 

ea�ng meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and the 

Fridays of Lent. In addi�on, many people will abstain from 

desserts, sweets, and other treats during Lent.  

 The third discipline of Lent is almsgiving and works 

of charity. This reminds us that Lent is primarily a season of 

doing and through a deeper awareness of the concerns of 

those around us, par�cularly the poor and the needy, we 

may more closely conform our lives to Christ.   
MMMMARKARKARKARK    YYYYOUROUROUROUR    CCCCALENDARALENDARALENDARALENDAR 

Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish 

Dinners 

Friday, February 19, 

Friday, March 4th  

Friday, March 18th  

Dinners are from 4:00 to 7:00 in St. Basil’s Hall, 

Dushore  

Desserts are needed!!! 

Knights of ColumbusKnights of ColumbusKnights of ColumbusKnights of Columbus 

Sweetheart BreakfastSweetheart BreakfastSweetheart BreakfastSweetheart Breakfast 

Sunday February 14th 

8:00 to 11:30 AM 

St. Basil’s Hall 

  Take your sweetheart to breakfast! 




