
THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH 
February 21st,  2016 ~ Second Sunday of Lent  

 

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
Parish Office - 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632 

(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 
Our Pastoral Staff 

Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 

Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 
Director of Liturgical Music~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sundays ~ 6:45 – 7:00 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

  



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your heavenly 
Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and 
service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all 
who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on those who love His house of 
faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in 
your going out and your coming in. 

Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive Baptism, 
Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the pastor. 

New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are leaving the parish, please notify the 
office before you leave).  Thank you. 

Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 

Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people whose 
hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to God about men.”  
Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number of the person.  Father 
would be delighted to meet with them. 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE 

 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the faith.  
Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the parish office. 

 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 9:30 AM 
Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to attend the Pre-
Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s Rectory.  Please contact 
the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 

   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months prior to 
the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 

    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or night. 

 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health care 
facility. 

 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in union with 
our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry which Jesus Christ has 
entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful in a rural area, we utilize our 
energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of life, justice, and peace to this 
generation and the generations that follow us. 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the 

spiritual Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated 

above all the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never 
turned away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories 
are His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Second Sunday of Lent 
Sunday, February 21, 2016 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 
God told Abram that he would give him the land of 
Egypt and his descendants would become a great 
people. Abram then made sacrifices to God, cutting 
them in half. A torch passed between the pieces, as a 
visible sign to Abram of God’s promise.  
 

Responsorial Psalm: 27 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 3:17—4:1 
Paul urges the Philippians to avoid becoming too 
interested in material possessions. He reminds them 
that their most important wealth is their faith in 
Jesus, which will lead them to eternal life.  
 

Gospel: Luke 9:28b-36 
Jesus took Peter, John, and James to a mountain to 
pray. When his clothes grew incredibly white, 
Moses and Elijah appeared. They spoke of the 
scripture he was to fulfill. Then a cloud came down 
and a voice said, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. 
Listen to him.” The disciples who had seen Jesus’s 
glory did not disclose this experience to anyone until 
much later.  

Second Sunday of Lent 
 “Lord, where are you leading me?” 

“The Lord God took Abram outside and said, 
‘Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can.’ ‘Just 
so,’ He added, ‘shall your descendants be.’ Abram put his 
faith in the Lord, who credited it to him as an act of 
righteousness...Jesus took Peter, John, and James and 
went up the mountain to pray… ‘Master, it is good that 
we are here.’ ...They fell silent and did not at that time tell 
anyone what they had seen.” 

The popular expression “Don’t go there” tells people 
not to speak, think, or act in a certain way. Our journey 
invites us to do just that, to “go there” to examine our lives 
with the Lord very closely, to see what needs to be changed, 
not from our viewpoint but from the one who is leading us.  

Abram left his home, following the invitation of our 
God. We call him “our father in faith” for what he did, we 
are doing, walking in His footsteps. God’s gift to Abram 
must have been most compelling, leaving familiar 
surroundings, listening to another voice, challenging him to 
sacrifice Isaac his son. Because he was faithful, the covenant 
was made and God’s promise for a new life was revealed.  

“Where are you leading me, Lord?”  With the three 
chosen apostles, we meet our God on Tabor today, saying it 
is good that we are here in His presence. Throughout the 
Bible God made himself known on mountains. The lofty 
places allowed others to focus on Him alone. With the three 
we are prepared to go from Tabor to Gethsemane. At both 
places God speaks to us in the silence of our hearts. He asks 
us to listen to Jesus, both in radiant glory as well as in 
anxious sorrow. We fall silent before our God.  

“Lord, where are you leading me?” The answer is 
found as God speaks to us in the quiet of our hearts, 
asking us to shed whatever we see that keeps us from 
deeper union with Him. We see our need for repentance, 
change, the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Lord leads 
us as he did Abram, and with Peter, James, and John to 
experience His grace and glory. Are we willing to follow? 

DAILY READINGS 

MONDAY~THE CHAIR OF ST. PETER THE APOSTLE 

1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19 

TUESDAY~St. Polycarp, Bishop, Martyr 

Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16b-17,21,236; Mt 23:1-2 

WEDNESDAY 

Jer 18;18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 

THURSDAY 

Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 

FRIDAY 

Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a,17b-28a;Ps105:16-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

SATURDAY 

Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

SUNDAY~ THIRD  SUNDAY OF LENT  

Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; PS 103:1-4, 6-8, 11; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; 

Lk 13:1-9 

Hungering for the Journey 

Join our parish community—and 

nearly 14,000 Catholic 

communi�es across the United States—in a life-changing 

Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s 

rice bowl and don’t forget to download the CRS Rice 

Bowl app! Remember, what you give up for Lent changes 

lives. Our journey with CRS Rice Bowl begins in Colombia, 

where coffee beans are changing lives! What ac�ons can 

we take this Lent to change lives-at home and around 

the world? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.  



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 

Saturday, February 20 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Edward Chrzanowski by Shirley  
  Chrzanowski  
Sunday, February 21 
6:45–7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred  Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore  Karen Szymanksi by Mr. & Mrs.  
  Joseph McDonough 
Monday, February 22 
9:00AM Dushore John Cosgrove by Maureen Cosgrove 
Tuesday, February 23 
9:00AM Mildred Gerald J. Doyle by Emery & Lisa Smith &  
  Family 
Thursday, February 25 
9:00AM Mildred Eugene Weisbrod by Mr. & Mrs.  
  Hoodak 
Friday, February 26 
8:30AM Dushore Stations of the Cross 
9:00AM Dushore Ann Holcombe by Mr. & Mrs. Michael  
  McMahon 
7:00PM Mildred Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, February 27 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Pasquale DelGaone by his  
  grandchildren 
Sunday, February 28 
6:45–7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred  John Guglielmi by T. A. Stabrylla  
9:30 AM Dushore  Mass for the People 

They are the rudder for keeping us on the right course, 

the protection that keeps our salvation secure. As they 

instruct the receptive minds of believers on earth, they 

lead safely to the kingdom of heaven.   

 God willed that many things should be said  by 

the prophets, his servants, and listened to by his people. 

How much greater are the things spoken by the Son. 

These are now witnessed to by the very Word of God 

who spoke through the prophets. The Word of God does 

not now command us to prepare the way for his coming: 

he comes in person and opens up the way for us and 

directs us toward it. Before, we wandered in the darkness 

of death, aimlessly and blindly. Now we are enlightened 

by the light of grace, and are to keep to the highway of 

life, with the Lord to precede and direct us. 

 The Lord has given us many counsels and 

commandments to help us toward salvation. He has 

given us a pattern of prayer, instructing us on how we are 

to pray. He has given us life, and with his accustomed 

generosity, he has also taught us how to pray. He has 

made it easy for us to be heard as we pray to the Father 

in words taught us by the Son.  

 He had already foretold that the hour was 

coming when true worshipers would worship the Father 

in spirit and in truth. He fulfilled what he had promised 

before, so that we who have received the spirit and the 

truth through the holiness he has given us may worship 

in truth and in the spirit through the prayer he has taught.   

 What prayer could be more a prayer in spirit 

than the one given us by Christ, by whom the Holy Spirit 

was sent upon us? What prayer could be more a prayer in 

the truth than the one spoken by the lips of the Son, who 

is the truth himself? It follows that to pray in any other 

way than the Son has taught us is not only the result of 

ignorance but of sin. He himself has commanded it, and 

has said: You reject the command of God, to set up your own 

tradition.  

 So, my brothers, let us pray as God our master 

has taught us. To ask the Father in words his Son has 

given us, to let him hear the prayer of Christ ringing  in 

his ears, is to make our prayer one of friendship, a family 

prayer. Let the Father recognize the words of his Son. 

Let the Son who lives in our hearts be also on our lips. 

We have him as an advocate for sinners before the 

Father; when we ask forgiveness for our sins, let us use 

the words given by our advocate. He tells us: Whatever 

you ask the Father in my name, he will give you. What more 

effective prayer could we then make in the name of 

Christ than in the words of his own prayer?   

The Light Is On For You 

 All Mondays of Lent from 5:30-7:00pm, The 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish and all the parishes in the 

Diocese of Scranton will be open for individual confessions. 

In this Holy Year of Mercy, Catholics are invited to 

experience Christ’s healing love through the Sacrament of 

Reconcilia�on as an important dimension of the Lenten 

journey. The website, www.dioceseofscranton.org/light 

has materials to assist you in preparing to make a good 

confession, prayers you may find helpful, and answers to 

frequently asked ques�ons. Please make plans to come on 

a Lenten Monday and spread the word of this special 

outreach of mercy to those you know.  

From a treatise on the Lord’s Prayer by Saint Cyprian, 

bishop and martyr  

He has given us life; he has also taught us how to pray 

 Dear brothers, the commands of the Gospel are 

nothing else than God’s lessons, the foundations on which 

to build up hope, the supports for strengthening faith, the 

food that nourishes the heart.  



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

February 13 & 14, 2016 

$3,775.00 
Care & Education of Priests 

$362.00 
 Thank you for your generosity! 

February Second Collections 

February 27 & 28~ Diocesan Annual Appeal  

Word of Life  

“Our son Charlie was born with Down 

Syndrome in 2007… Labels could not describe 

how his smile lit up a room or how the 

sweetness of his soul had captured our hearts 

so completely.”  

—”A Perfect Gift” USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life 

Activities 

Patron of the Week  

The Sullivan Review 

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and take 
away all my worries; and please watch over and 
heal my family.  Heavenly Father, hold our troops 
in Your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect 
us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts they perform for us in this, our time of need.  
These things I humbly ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon,  

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney  

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P.O. Box 35524 

Wainwright, Alaska 99703 
Natalie Dymond  

9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, Tx 78245 
RCT Sharif Welton 

1st RTBN PLT 
 1004 CO B, Box 16135, Parris Island, SC 29905 

Matthew J. Dailey  
114 East Cochran Ave,Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald 

145 Kings Highway; Apt 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 

Liturgical Ministers for February 27 & 28 
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    D. Homer  
     7:30 AM Mildred     J. Walsh  

     9:30 AM Dushore    T. Hembury  

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    K. Homer  

     7:30 AM Mildred     S. Moyer 
     9:30 AM Dushore   S. Branosky, J. Wheeler 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 AM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore    B. Tewell, C. Minier 

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore    C. & C.A. Gindele  
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Hope  
     9:30 AM Dushore    J. & D. Fite, J. Wheeler   

Update	of	the	Annual	Diocesan	

Appeal:	

Our	Parish	Goal:	$41,000.00	

Total	Raised:	$36,895.00	

	Under	Goal:		$4,105.00	

Percentage	of	Parishioners	Pledged	as	of	

1/12/2016	

37.95%	(178	out	of	469	people	pledged)	

	 A	special	collection	will	be	taken	up	on	the	

weekend	of	February	27th	and	28th	to	ask	

parishioners	to	take	this	opportunity	in	the	new	

year	to	help	our	parish	successfully	meet	its	

obligation	to	reach	the	Annual	Appeal	Goal	for	

2015.	Any	gifts	made	to	the	Appeal	in	excess	of	our	

Parish	Goal	are	returned	to	the	Parish	at	the	rate	of	

75%	reimbursement.		

Donate for the Year of Mercy to the Heat & Eat 

Fund 

Donate to the Heat and Eat fund which was established by 

Father Joe to help parishioners and those in need of food or 

fuel oil.  Anyone who is in need of assistance may contact 

the parish office at 570-928-8865. We receive many 

requests in the winter when heating oil is high and our 

parish has been able to help those in our community 

through those difficult times. Last year, the parish was able 

to help 13 families providing over $3,100.00 in assistance 

The generosity of our parishioners has made this possible. 

Please consider contributing to this fund with any size gift. 

Contact the parish office at 570-928-8865, or write on your 

check, “Heat and Eat Fund” and include it with your 

offering. Let’s be a blessing to others this ‘Year.’ 



Chosen: IHM Youth Program    

 IHM Parish Youth (Grades 7-12) are invited to 

meet for spiritual enrichment! 
The next meetings are Monday, March 7, 14, 

& 21 at 7:00 PM– 9:00PM in the Cave (St. 

Francis Rectory Basement, Mildred)  

Homemade goodies will be provided  

For more information contact Elly Rojas at          

570-928-9819, register online at ihmdushore.com, 

or join our Facebook group Chosen by God 

Reflec,ng on the Gospel 

 Luke’s allusions to Jesus’s death in Jerusalem 

prompt us to consider our being plunged into Jesus’s  dying 

and rising in the bap�smal waters. We are invited this 

Sunday to see our bap�sm in light of transfigura�on.  

 Bap�sm isn't simply a ritual we perform, but 

ini�ates a covenant with God that we live out the rest of 

our lives. During Lent as we walk with the elect through 

their final prepara�on for bap�sm we, too, prepare to 

renew our covenant with God at Easter. This means that 

we not only already share in God’s Life and look forward to 

that day when we will share eternal glory with God, but we 

also embrace the suffering and death.  

 Let’s face it: constant dying to self gets �resome! 

This Sunday we are given a glimpse of glory to help ease 

away the discouragement of a life�me of self-emptying. 

This tells us something about how we might keep Sundays. 

If each Sunday is a day of rest, a �me to be good to 

ourselves, to do something special that is upliLing, to enter 

into a moment of glory, we would be beMer for�fied to 

con�nue dying to self. Sunday is a weekly opportunity for 

us to enter into the glory of transfigura�on.   

St. Agnes school in Towanda is now accepting 

registrations for the 2016-2017 school year.  The school 

offers Pre–K3 through 6th grade, and financial aid is 

available for qualifying families. Busing is provided for 

students in Kindergarten and up who live in the 

Wyalusing, Troy, Athens, Northeast Bradford, and 

Towanda School Districts. Tours of the school may be 

scheduled by calling (570) 265-6803 

Mark your calendars for our Religious Vocations 

Workshop held on Saturday, March 5, 2016 in St. Basil’s 

Hall, Dushore. All Teens, Youth Group, and Confirmation 

Class Members are requested and invited to attend. The 

theme will be “What About You?” 

10:30AM—Adoration  

11AM –Eucharist Talk (Sisters) 

11:45AM—Examination of Conscience 

12:30PM—Lunch 

1:30PM—Fr. Brian Van Fosse Talk  

3PM— Mary Talk (Sisters) 

3:45PM—Eucharistic Procession to the church  

4PM—Mass  

If you would like to attend please contact Mrs. Kat Clark 

at 570-928-8952 or hayes.clark@frontiernet.net or John 

Lambert at 570-928-7763 or jdlambert1983@gmail.com 

A Prayer for Lent 

O most gentle Jesus,  

by your precious blood,  

deliver us from all evils.  

By your most bi=er death  

give us a lively faith,  

firm hope and perfect charity,  

so that with our whole hearts 

we may live you 

with all our soul and strength.  

Make us persevere  

in your service,  

firm and steadfast in good works 

so that we may be always  

able to please you.  

~St. Clare of Assisi 

Lenten Penance Services 

Confessions will be heard on Sunday, March 
13th, at 4:00 PM in St. Basil’s Church, 

Dushore.  Guest confessors will assist.  Come 
and experience God’s gentle compassion and forgiveness. 

Additional Area Lenten Penance Services 
St. Michael’s Church, Canton 

Sunday, March 6, 2:00 PM 

Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda 

Sunday, March 6, 4:00 PM 

St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing 

Sunday, March 13, 2:00 PM 

Epiphany, Sayre 

Sunday, March 20, 3:00 PM 

How many pages of Sacred Scripture are appropriate for 

medita�on during the weeks of Lent to help us rediscover the 

merciful face of the Father!  

~Pope Francis  



LLLLENTENENTENENTENENTEN    CCCCELEBRATIONSELEBRATIONSELEBRATIONSELEBRATIONS    & & & & 

SSSSERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICES 

The following services and 

celebrations will be held 

throughout the season of 

Lent.  All are welcome. 
Lenten Community Worship Service 

Zion Lutheran Church, Dushore 
Wednesdays during Lent 

6:00 PM Soup and Sandwich 
7:00 PM Community Worship 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
Stations of the Cross 

Stations of the Cross will be 
celebrated on Fridays during 
Lent at 8:30 AM in St. Basil’s 

Church followed by Daily Mass 

at 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM in St. Francis of 
Assisi Church. 

Evening Prayer (Vespers) 
Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited each 

weekday evening during Lent at 6:00 PM in St. 

Basil’s Church.  All are welcome to come and pray 

one of the oldest and most beautiful forms of the 

Church’s prayer. 

The Disciplines of Lent 

 The season of Lent begins this year on Ash 

Wednesday, February 10th. Tradi�onally, Lent has been 

marked by three disciplines. The first of these is prayer. We 

will all be encouraged to try our best at seUng aside more 

�me for prayer than we are accustomed to doing. In our 

parish, Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited Monday 

through Friday at 6:00PM in St. Basil’s Church and Sta�ons 

of the Cross every Friday 7:00PM in St. Francis Church. In 

addi�on to these public forms of worship, we are 

encouraged to journey into the Lenten desert through 

medita�on, reflec�on, and contempla�on.  

 The second discipline is fas�ng and abs�nence. 

Those between the ages of 18 and 60 are obligated to fast 

on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Fas�ng, as defined by 

the church, consists of ea�ng one full meal for the day and 

ea�ng two par�al meals, avoiding any food in between. 

Abs�nence is an obliga�on for the faithful to refrain from 

ea�ng meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and the 

Fridays of Lent. In addi�on, many people will abstain from 

desserts, sweets, and other treats during Lent.  

 The third discipline of Lent is almsgiving and works 

of charity. This reminds us that Lent is primarily a season of 

doing and through a deeper awareness of the concerns of 

those around us, par�cularly the poor and the needy, we 

may more closely conform our lives to Christ.   
 Volunteer Needed!! 

Ms. Joan Doyle is looking for a volunteer to 

vacuum St. Francis Church once a week. Please 

contact her for more information at 570-928-8141 

or contact the Parish Office at 570-928-8865 

 

IHM Parish Picnic Meeting 

Tuesday, February 23rd, 2016 

6:00PM ~ St. Francis Rectory  

Bloodmobile  

St. Basil’s Hall  

Thursday, February 25th, 

2016 

 1:00PM ~ 6:00PM 




