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St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

 

         St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
- 

Summer Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:00 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

10:45 AM St. Francis of Assisi Chapel, Eagles Mere 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH  
September 3rd, 2017~ Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Twenty-second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Sunday, September 3rd, 2017 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9 
In this particularly poetic passage, Jeremiah 
complains that while teaching the Lord’s word, he 
is subjected to insults and derision.  He determines 
to remain silent, but he cannot because the desire to 
speak the Lord’s name is “like a fire burning in my 
heart.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 63 
 

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-2 
Paul tells the Christians to make sacrifices to avoid 
the trappings of the times and to do God’s will. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27 
Jesus tries to make his disciples realize that by 
following him they will endure suffering, 
degradation, and death.  He tells them that they 
must deny themselves and take up the cross in 
order to be his disciples. 
 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday ~ Labor Day 

1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96; Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday 

1 Thes 5:1-6,9-11; Ps 27; Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday 

Col 1:1-8; Ps 52; Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday 

Col 1:9-14; Ps 98; Lk 5:1-11 
Friday ~ THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY 
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 13; Mt 1:1-16,18-23 

Saturday ~ Saint Peter Claver, Priest 
Col 1:21-23; Ps 54; Lk 6:1-5 

Sunday ~ TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 

Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20 

Does God want us to be happy? 
     Does God want us to be happy?  How could 
anyone answer ‘no’?  How could anyone 
suppose God is loving if it is not true that he 
wants us to be happy? 
     And yet look at Christ’s line in the Gospel 
Reading.  Deny yourself, Jesus tells his faithful 
followers; take up your cross and follow me. 
     Denying yourself seems the opposite of 
going for happiness, doesn’t it?  And the cross 
is an instrument of torture.  Why would God 
want these things for his people?  Does God 
want us to be unhappy? 
     A man divorcing his dowdy wife to marry a 
much younger, prettier woman explained his 
decision to his devastated wife this way:  “God 
wants me to be happy,” he told her, “and I 
can’t be happy with you.  I will be happy with 
her.” 
     It seems never to have crossed the mind of this 
man that God might have any care for the 
happiness of his wife.  As far as his wife was 
concerned, the husband’s full view of the matter 
could be put this way:  “God wants me to be 
happy, but God doesn’t give a darn about you.” 
     This little story is common in its selfishness.  
But we should not let our familiarity with its 
callous disregard for the suffering of others blind 
us.  Whether it is these familiar evils or the 
terrible shocking evils we see in the news, these 
evils show us the sickness of the post-fall human 
condition.  We are willing to privilege our own 
power or pleasure over any greater goods, even at 
the cost of cruelty to others. 
     We can’t be happy in this condition.  No one 
can be happy whose heart has deep within it a 
willingness to crush others to get what he 
wants.   
     Well, then, what is to be done with us?  
What will make us happy?  What will save us 
from the evil that infects us and leaves us so 
willing to afflict others? 
     This is where Christ’s cross comes into the 
story.  Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life.  (Jn 14:6)  The cross of Christ is our only 
route to the happiness God does want for us. 
     Taking up our cross with Christ is healing 
for our sinful condition.  It is the way to life, 
and to true joy. 

                           ~Eleonore Stump 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, September 2 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Robert & Catherine Lambert by their  
  children & grandchildren 
Sunday, September 3 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:00 AM Dushore Fr. Joseph R. Hornick by Dave Kule &  
  family 
10:45 AM Eagles Mere Erik Hausmann by the family 
2:30 PM Sugar Ridge Deceased members of the Patrick &  
  Anita Sullivan families by the Sullivan family 
Monday, September 4 ~ Labor Day 
9:00 AM Dushore For the Nation 
Tuesday, September 5 
9:00 AM Mildred Jerry Decker by his mother, Rose 
Thursday, September 7 
9:00 AM Mildred Arno Serafini by Flora Arenda 
Friday, September 8 
9:00 AM Dushore Irene Silverstrim by the family 
Saturday, September 9 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by Al &  
  Eileen Mills 
Sunday, September 10 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Esperia Stortini by Mary McKernan 

 

The Sanctuary Candles in St. Basil’s and St. 
Francis of Assisi Churches are burning in 
loving memory of Bernadette & Nathan 

Weaver by the family 
 

The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are 
burning in loving memory of Father Joseph 
Hornick by Michael & Debby McDonald 

 

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for the 
repose of the souls of Arno Serafini and Audrey 
Woodruff.  As they shared in the suffering of Christ, 
so may they now share in the glory of the risen Savior in 
heaven. 

 

Altar Flowers 
The Altar Flowers in St. Basil’s 
Church are in loving memory of 

Robert & Catherine Lambert by their children & 
grandchildren. 

From the writings of Saint Rose of Lima, virgin 
Let us know the love of Christ which surpasses all 

knowledge 
     Our Lord and Savior lifted up his voice and 
said with incomparable majesty:  “Let all men 
know that grace comes after tribulation.  Let 
them know that without the burden of afflictions 
it is impossible to reach the height of grace.  Let 
them know that the gifts of grace increase as the 
struggles increase.  Let men take care not to 
stray and be deceived.  This is the only true 
stairway to paradise, and without the cross they 
can find no road to climb to heaven.” 
     When I heard these words, a strong force 
came upon me and seemed to place me in the 
middle of a street, so that I might say in a loud 
voice to people of every age, sex and status:  
“Here, O people; hear, O nations.  I am warning 
you about the commandment of Christ by using 
words that came from his own lips: We cannot 
obtain grace unless we suffer afflictions.  We 
must heap trouble upon trouble to attain a deep 
participation in the divine nature, the glory of the 
sons of God and perfect happiness of soul.” 
     That same force strongly urged me to 
proclaim the beauty of divine grace.  It pressed 
me so that my breath came slow and forced me 
to sweat and pant.  I felt as if my soul could no 
longer be kept in the prison of the body, but that 
it had burst its chains and was free and alone and 
was going very swiftly through the whole world 
saying:  
     “If only mortals would learn how great it is to 
possess divine grace, how beautiful, how noble, 
how precious.  How many riches it hides within 
itself, how many joys and delights!  Without 
doubt they would devote all their care and 
concern to winning for themselves pains and 
afflictions.  All men throughout the world would 
seek trouble, infirmities and torments, instead of 
good fortune, in order to attain the unfathomable 
treasure of grace.  This is the reward and the final 
gain of patience.  No one would complain about 
his cross or about troubles that may happen to 
him, if he would come to know the scales on 
which they are weighed when they are distributed 
to men.” 
 

The parish office will be closed on Labor 
Day, Monday, September 4th. 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory 
Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
August 26th & 27th, 2017 

$4,385.05 
Church in Central and Eastern Europe 

$659.00 
Offertory Breakdown 

St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Total - $2,276.00 

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
Total - $1,473.00 

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel, Eagles Mere 
Total - $636.05 

September Second Collections 
September 2nd & 3rd ~ Care & Education of Priests 

September 9th & 10th ~ Hurricane Harvey Relief 
September 16th & 17th ~ Building & Maintenance 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Word of Life – “The sufferings caused by chronic 
or terminal illness … cry out for our compassion, 
a word whose root meaning is to ‘suffer with’ 
another person.  True compassion alleviates 
suffering while maintaining solidarity with those 
who suffer.  It does not put lethal drugs in their 
hands and abandon them.” 

~USCCB, “To Live Each Day with Dignity: A Statement on 

Assisted Suicide,” © 2011 
 

2017 Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Bazaar Raffle 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Bazaar 
Raffle tickets are now available. The tickets 
are $15.00 and include 101 cash prizes.  
There will also be a “Bonanza Drawing” on 
October 15th, and a “Seller’s Appreciation 
Drawing” will be on the night of the Bazaar, 
November 12th.  A special thanks to Debbie Hill 
who organized and chaired the Raffle – for 
more information contact Debbie, 928-8730, 
or Linda at 928-8408.  First drawing will be 
September 24th.  Please return any 
unpurchased tickets to the rectory so that they 
may be sold. The Bazaar will be held on 
Sunday, November 12th in St. Francis of Assisi 
Hall. 
 

A Bazaar Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 12th at 6:00 PM in the parish office 
in Mildred. 

Liturgical Ministers for September 9th & 10th                           
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore     R. Tourscher, J. Hatch, D. Homer 
     7:30 PM Mildred      K. Bohensky, J. Doyle, J. Walsh 
     9:30 AM Dushore      J. Krakoski, T. Hembury, D. Fite 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    K. Homer, J. A. Shoemaker 
     7:30 PM Mildred     S. Moyer 
     9:30 AM Dushore    J. Fite, J. Wheeler 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore   C. Werner  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   J. Harney 
     7:30 PM Mildred     D. Caccia  
     9:30 AM Dushore   R. Broschart, J. Rouse 

 
IHM Requiem Choir 

The IHM Requiem Choir will resume its 
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies after 
Labor Day.  Rehearsals will begin an hour 
prior to the funeral Mass.  This is a unique 
way to serve, to sing, and to especially 
minister to those who are grieving.  Please 
email Deb Rojas at 
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-633-
6084 to receive information of upcoming 
funerals.   
 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
 

Patron of the Week 
Bear Fuel 

Please support our patrons! 



My Ways Are Not Your Ways 
Peter knew that Jesus was the messiah awaited by 
God’s people, but he did not understand that Jesus 
would be a suffering messiah.  God forbid that any 
such thing ever happen to you! 
     But it did happen to Jesus, and it happens to 
those who follow him:  “If a man wishes to come 
after me, he must deny his very self (and) take up 
his cross.” 
     Jeremiah had foretold the suffering of those 
who work for the coming of the kingdom:  “All the 
day I am an object of laughter; everyone mocks me 
… the word of the Lord has brought me derision 
and reproach all the day.” 
     It is not easy, this business of following Christ. 
     You work for peace, and people accuse you of 
being unpatriotic.  You stand up for the poor, and 
people write you off as a naïve dreamer.  You work 
for nonviolent change like Martin Luther King, or Ita 
Ford, or Archbishop Oscar Romero, and they shoot 
you.  Meanwhile, you calmly go about your life, 
praying that God fill our hearts with love and 
increase our faith. 
     “Do not conform yourself to this age,” Paul 
wrote to the Romans.  We pay a price for such an 
approach, but we do so willingly because of our 
faith in the “promise of salvation.” 
     The Church, like a pilgrim in a foreign land, 
presses forward amid the persecutions of the world 
and the consolations of God, announcing the cross 
and death of the Lord until he comes. 
     By the power of the risen Lord, she is given 
strength to overcome patiently and lovingly the 
afflictions and hardships which assail her from 
within and without, and to show forth in the world 
the mystery of the Lord in a faithful though 
shadowed way, until at the last it will be revealed in 
total splendor. 
Vatican II, Constitution on the Church 1964:8 

-Gerald Darring 
 

Please remember when you enter the 
Church that you are entering sacred space.  
Before Mass many people are praying the 
Rosary or other forms of prayer.  Please 
be respectful and enter with reverence and 
silence or whisper if necessary so as not to 
interrupt those praying. 
 

ATTENTION:   
Next weekend we will resume our regular  

Mass Schedule, which is as follows:   
SATURDAY 

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
SUNDAY 

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, 
Mildred 

9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
 

Homebound Communion Ministry 
Did you know that each Thursday morning 

we distribute communion to the 
homebound and nursing homes?  If you 

know of anyone who would like to receive 
this sacrament, please call the parish office 

at 570-928-8865. 
 

Feel called to become a Catholic? 
RCIA – Rite of Christin Initiation of Adults 

“I have called you by name; you are mine” 
(Isaiah 43:1).  Do you feel God is calling you to 
enter the Catholic Church?  The Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults is the process 
whereby adults are initiated into full 
communion with the Catholic Church.  This 
special program is for men and women and 
young adults who: 
     …were baptized in other faith traditions 
but now feel called to become Catholic 
    …have never been baptized or do not 
belong to a faith tradition but now feel called 
to become Catholic. 
If you desire to begin the process of exploring 
what God has in store for you, please call the 
Parish Office at 570-928-8865 or Donn 
Tourscher at 570-928-9361.  RCIA Sessions 
begin in the fall. 

 
Fall Training for Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion and 
Lectors 

Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion and Lectors will be held 
this fall.  If you feel that God is calling you 
to these ministries, please contact the parish 
office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.   



Saint John Neumann Shrine 
Healing Mass The last Mass at the 

Shrine will be on Sunday, 
September 3rd at 2:30 PM.  This 
will be a Healing Mass.  Stations 

of the Cross will be prayed at the 
outdoor stations that line the drive into 
the Shrine at 1:00 PM.  Following the Mass 
there will be a picnic on the grounds with 
hamburgers, hot dogs, etc.  We ask that 
those attending bring a dish to pass.  All are 
welcome. For directions or more 
information, please contact the rectory at 
928-8865. 

 
BUS TRIP TO AMERICAN MUSIC THEATER’S 
CHRISTMAS SHOW NOVEMBER 15, 2017 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church is sponsoring a 
bus trip to Lancaster on Wednesday, November 
15, to see the Christmas show at the American 
Music Theater.  The price of $110.00 covers the 
bus, tip for the driver, the show and a buffet dinner 
at Golden Corral.  We will be leaving the parking 
lots of St. Mary’s Church in Wyalusing at 7:30 am, 
St. Joachim’s in Meshoppen at 7:50 am and 
Walmart in Tunkhannock at 8:15 am.  There will be 
a breakfast stop at Cracker Barrel in Frackville, at 
your own expense.  We will spend some time at 
Rockvale Outlet Mall before our 3:00 pm show.  
Our dinner reservation is at 5:45 pm, after the 
show.  We should return to Wyalusing at 
approximately 11:00 pm. 
For more information, please contact Marilyn 
Burton at 570-833-4851 or 
mammymarilyn@epix.net  For reservations, send 
a deposit of $60 (or full amount) made out to: 
Marilyn Burton, 320 Fannon Muldoon Road, 
Meshoppen, PA  18630.  Seating is assignied 
according to receipt of reservation.  Please include 
name, address, phone number and e-mail with 
your reservation.   

 

CCD Classes Begin 
CCD classes begin Sunday, September 10th at 
8:15 to 9:15 AM in St. Basil’s Hall.  Re-
registration forms have been mailed to parents.  
Please register Kindergarten and new students 
soon.  Registration forms can be found on the 
parish website – ihmdushore.com – under the 
Faith Formation/Registration tab.   

Benefit for Tim Kramer 
Saturday, September 9th  12:00 – 6:00 pm 

St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore 
Spaghetti Dinner – Chinese Auction – 

Bake Sale – Raffles 
Baked items are needed for the bake sale.  

Please drop off at St. Basil’s Hall on Friday. 
September 8th from 5 – 7 pm or on Saturday, 

September 9th from 10-12 am.   
Please come out and help to support Tim and his 

family! 
Tim is currently in Hershey receiving treatment.  
If you would like to send him a card during this 

time, his address is:   
Hope Lodge 

c/o Tim Kramer 
125 Lucy Avenue 

Hummelstown, PA   17036 
 

Catholic Radio comes to the Northern Tier of PA 
Now you can access by local FM radio the 
programming of EWTN (Eternal Word Television 
Network) with additional local Catholic programs.  
Tune in to WCOZ 91.7 New Albany.  This station 
is operated in cooperation with JMJ Catholic 
Radio of Pittston found at QM 750 and FM 98.9 
and AM 1490 in Hazelton.  JMJ Radio is a 
nonprofit corporation with a mission to bring the 
Good News to your home or car.  JMJ is supported 
by listener donations.  For more information call, 
write or email ed.niewinski@gmail.com 570-287-
4670 JMJ Catholic Radio PO Box 851 Pittston, PA  
18640 

 

Special Collection for Hurricane Harvey Relief 
Over the past several days, all of us have been 
following the historic flooding in southeast Texas.  
Hurricane Harvey is a catastrophic weather event 
of enormous proportions.  Twelve million people 
thus far have been affected.  The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops has requested that 
each diocese participate in an emergency 
collection to assist the victims of Hurricane Harvey.  
This collection will occur in the Diocese of 
Scranton during the weekend of September 9th 
and 10th. 
     This emergency collection will be used both to 
support the humanitarian and recovery efforts of 
Catholic Charities USA and to provide pastoral and 
rebuilding support to impacted dioceses through 
the USCCB. 



   


