
/ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

 

         St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH  
September 24th, 2017~ Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Twenty-fifth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Sunday, September 24th, 2017 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9 
Isaiah expresses an urgent plea that all should seek 
the Lord and turn to him for mercy. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 145 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a 
In a strongly personal message from Paul while in 
prison, he says that he wishes “to be freed from this 
life and to be with Christ,” but he realizes that he 
still has much important work to do. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16a 
Jesus tells the parable of the owner of an estate who 
hires workmen for his vineyard.  When, at the end 
of the day, he pays a full day’s wage to those who 
worked only one hour, those who worked all day 
complained bitterly.  But the owner says, “I am free 
to do as I please, am I not?”  Jesus reminds us 
through this parable that “the last shall be first and 
the first shall be last.” 
 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday 

Ezr1:1-6; Ps 126; Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday ~ Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 

Ezr 6:7-8,12b,14-20; Ps 122; Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday ~ Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest 

Ezr9:5-9; (Ps) Tb 13:2,3-4,7-8; Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday ~ Saint Wenceslaus, Martyr; Saint 

Lawrence Rutz and Companions, Martyrs 
Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149; Lk 9:7-9 

Friday ~ SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL, AND RAPHAEL, 
ARCHANGELS 

Dn 7:9-10,13-14; Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51 
Saturday ~ Saint Jerome, Priest, Doctor of the Church 

Zec 2:5-9,14-15a; (Ps) Jer 31:10-13; Lk 9:43b-45 
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32 

What is Owed to the Laborers 
     In the parable in the Gospel Reading, the 
laborers who work all day receive the same wage 
as those who work just one hour, and so they 
complain. 
     You can see their point.  Justice is giving a 
person what is owed to him.  A person who works 
many hours deserves a bigger wage than a person 
who does the same work but for only one hour.  
     Or so it seems.  But think about how Jesus 
might have unpacked this parable if he had 
explained it to his disciples in the way he showed 
some of his other parables to them. 
     Here’s one possibility.  The vineyard owner is 
God.  The laborers are human beings who are 
doing God’s work in this life.  The wage given is 
eternal life in union of love with God in heaven. 
     If we think about the parable this way, the 
laborers’ complaint looks a lot less reasonable.  
When it comes to eternal life, what is justice?  
What does any human person deserve?  What, 
actually, does God owe him? 
     Well, here is the first thing to see:  No one – 
that is, absolutely no one – is owed eternal life in 
union with God. 
     To think otherwise is to suppose that you can 
work your way to heaven.  And you can’t.  
Salvation is God’s free gift.  He gives it 
generously to anyone who will receive it, but it is 
still God’s free gift. 
     The problem with the laborers who complain, 
then, is that they think the vineyard owner owes 
them something.  In their eyes, their work 
deserves a reward, a really big reward, more than 
the vineyard owner gives them.  And so here is 
what we can see about them:  they were working 
for themselves, to get that big reward for 
themselves. 
     And that is why they are last, not first, in the 
final distribution of God’s rewards.  God’s people 
are meant to work for God, and not for what they 
can get from God for themselves. 
     What God gives to people who work for God 
in this way is gift.  It isn’t deserved payment.  
What’s more, the gift is God himself.  There is no 
greater reward than this, and joy is the only right 
response to the gift. 
     Those who understand their work and God’s 
wage in this way may have come late to their 
labor, but they are the ones who are first in God’s 
eyes. 

                           ~Eleonore Stump 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, September 23 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stabryla by the family 
Sunday, September 24 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore John Cosgrove by Maureen Cosgrove 
Monday, September 25 
9:00 AM Dushore Kim Decker by Ellen & Nathan Chase  
  & family 
Tuesday, September 26 
9:00 AM Mildred Zolten Nagy by his wife, Olga Nagy 
Wednesday, September 27 
9:00 AM Dushore Thomas J. Fritsch by Rita Busch &  
  family 
Thursday, September 28 
9:00 AM Mildred Catherine McMahon by Shirley  
  Chrzanowski 
Saturday, September 30 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Ruth Marshall by Miss Kitty 
Sunday, October 1 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Shirley Ambs by the family 

 

The Sanctuary Candles in St. Basil’s and St. 
Francis of Assisi Churches are burning in 
loving memory of Bernadette & Nathan 

Weaver by the family 
 

The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are 
burning in loving memory of Father Joseph 
Hornick by Michael & Debby McDonald 

 
Dear God, 

I take my humble heart with its anxieties and 
joys and put it into your mother’s Immaculate 

Heart. 
Mary, please take my heart in yours and 

deliver it to the Sacred Heart of your Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Baptism:  You Have Clothed Yourself in Christ 

We welcome Lila Dawn Lambert and 
Kyzer Jayce Lambert into our faith 
community.  Lila and Kyzer were baptized 
in St. Basil’s Church on Sunday, 

September 17th, 2017. 

From the beginning of a letter to the 
Philippians by Saint Polycarp, bishop and 

martyr 
It is by grace that you are saved 

     From Polycarp and his fellow presbyters to the 
pilgrim church of God at Philippi:  May you have 
mercy and peace in abundance from Almighty 
God and Jesus Christ our Savior. 
     I rejoice with you greatly in the Lord Jesus 
Christ because you have assumed the pattern of 
true love and have rightly helped on their way 
those who were in chains.  Such chains are 
becoming to the faithful; they are the rich 
crown of the chosen ones of our Lord and God.  
I am glad, too, that your deep-rooted faith, 
proclaimed of old, still abides and continues to 
bear fruit in the life-giving power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  He, for our sins, did not refuse to 
go down to death, and God raised him up after 
destroying the pains of hell.  With a glorious joy that 
no words can express you believe in Christ without 
seeing him.  This is the joy in which many wish 
to share knowing that it is by grace that you are 
saved and not by works, for so God has willed 
through Jesus Christ. 
     So prepare yourselves for the struggle, serve the 
Lord in fear and truth.  Put aside empty talk and 
popular errors; your faith must be in him who 
raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead and gave 
him a share in his own glory and a seat at his right 
hand.  To him everything was made subject in 
heaven and on earth; all things obey him, who 
will come as judge of the living and the dead.  
All who refuse to believe in him must answer 
to God for the blood of his Son. 
     He who raised him from the dead will raise 
us too if we do his will and keep his 
commandments, loving what he loved, 
refraining from all wrongdoing, fraud, avarice, 
malice and slander.  We must abstain from 
false witness, not returning evil for evil, nor curse 
for curse, nor blow for blow, nor denunciation 
for denunciation.  Always remember the words 
of the Lord, who taught:  Do not judge and you 
will not be judged; forgive and you will be forgiven; 
be merciful and you will find mercy; the amount you 
measure out to others will be the amount measured 
out to you.  Blessed are the poor and those who suffer 
persecution, for theirs is the kingdom of God.   



Our Weekly Parish Offertory 
Collection 

 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

September 16th & 17th, 2017 
$4,496.74 

Building & Maintenance 
$456.95 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Word of Life – “Only respect for life can be the 
foundation and guarantee of the most precious 
and essential goods of society, such as democracy 
and peace.” 

~Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae 

© 1995 Libreria Editrice Vaticana.  Used with permission 
 

2017 Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Bazaar Raffle 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Bazaar 
Raffle tickets are now available. The tickets 
are $15.00 and include 101 cash prizes.  
There will also be a “Bonanza Drawing” on 
October 15th, and a “Seller’s Appreciation 
Drawing” will be on the night of the Bazaar, 
November 12th.  A special thanks to Debbie Hill 
who organized and chaired the Raffle – for 
more information contact Debbie, 928-8730, 
or Linda at 928-8408.  First drawing will be 
September 24th.  Please return any 
unpurchased tickets to the rectory so that they 
may be sold. The Bazaar will be held on 
Sunday, November 12th in St. Francis of Assisi 
Hall. 
 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish Fall Bazaar  

Sunday, November 12th 
The Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Parish Fall Bazaar 
will be held on Sunday, 
November 12th, in St. 

Francis Hall in Mildred from 12:00 to 5:00 PM.  
Theme baskets are available at the back of the 
churches.  Be sure to take one and stuff it full 
of items you would like, such as children’s 
toys, pet supplies, art supplies, etc.  Return the 
baskets to the Parish Office in Mildred or to St. 
Basil’s Church by November 6th.   

Liturgical Ministers for Sept. 31 & Oct. 1                            
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore     D. Homer, J. Hatch, T. Karaban 
     7:30 PM Mildred      K. Bohensky, H. Clark, J. Walsh 
     9:30 AM Dushore      D. Fite, B. Beers, J. Tourscher 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    K. Homer, D. Lambert 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Gumble 
     9:30 AM Dushore    D. Hallam, J. Fite 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore   B. Tewell, C. Minier  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   J. Harney 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Hope  
     9:30 AM Dushore   M. & K. Evangelisti 

 
IHM Requiem Choir 

The IHM Requiem Choir will resume its 
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies after 
Labor Day.  Rehearsals will begin an hour 
prior to the funeral Mass.  This is a unique 
way to serve, to sing, and to especially 
minister to those who are grieving.  Please 
email Deb Rojas at 
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-633-
6084 to receive information of upcoming 
funerals.   
 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
 

Patron of the Week 
Sheldon Funeral Homes 

Please support our patrons! 



God’s Justice 
The parable of the workers in the vineyard is 
rather startling.  People who work an hour in the 
late afternoon are paid the same as those who 
work all day long.  Obviously God doesn’t think 
like we do. 
     We think of justice in terms of what is fair, of 
what people deserve.  So we would say that the 
people who worked longer deserved more.  But 
God doesn’t see it that way.  God thinks of justice 
in terms of people’s dignity, their right to a 
decent life. 
     The people who came late had the same right 
to a decent life as those who had worked all day, 
so they are all treated equally.  Nothing is taken 
from anyone, but all are treated in accord with 
their dignity, their right to a decent life.  Such is 
God’s justice. 
     “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways my ways, says the Lord.”  Perhaps we 
would have a better world if we were to adopt 
some of God’s ways.  After all, “the Lord is just in 
all his ways,”  and that is something which cannot 
be said of all our ways. 
     “Father, guide us according to your law of 
love.”  Free us from our law of vindictive justice. 
     Biblical justice is more comprehensive than 
subsequent philosophical definitions.  It is not 
concerned with strict definition of rights and 
duties, but with the rightness of the human 
condition before God and within society.  Nor is 
justice opposed to love; rather, it is both a 
manifestation of love and a condition for love to 
grow. 
U.S. Bishops, Economic Justice for All, 1986:39 

-Gerald Darring 
 

Fall Training for Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion and 

Lectors 
Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion and Lectors will be held 
this fall.  If you feel that God is calling you 
to these ministries, please contact the parish 
office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.  Sign up sheets 
are also available in the back of the church. 

Feel called to become a Catholic? 
RCIA – Rite of Christin Initiation of Adults 

† Are you searching for a relationship 
with God? 

† Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic way of life?  

† Are you interested in becoming a 
Catholic Christian?  

† Were you baptized Catholic and want 
to complete the Sacraments?  

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is a spiritual formation journey for those 
seeking to become Catholic. This spiritual 
journey is more than just faith formation – at 
its core, the RCIA is a journey of conversion 
and relationship with Jesus Christ and his 
Church. If you want to learn more, or think you 
are being called to become Catholic, contact 
the parish office 570-928-8865 or Donn 
Tourscher, 570-928-9361. 

 
Lost and Found 

A set of Rosary beads and other items in a 
leather pouch was found in St. Basil’s 
Church over the weekend.  If you think 
these are yours or know who they belong to, 
please contact the parish office at 570-928-
8865.  
 

Saint Gabriel’s Retreat Center 
Clarks Summit, PA 

October 20-22, 2017  
The Passion of Jesus Christ 

Preached Retreat for Men and Women 
Directed by Brother Andre Mathieu, CP of 

Saint Ann’s Basilica, Scranton 
Comfortable Silence during retreat.  Begins 
on Friday evening at 7:30 PM (registration 
at 7 PM) and ends after the noon meal on 
Sunday.  (No meals are served Friday 
evening.)  Preached retreats consist of 
conferences on the spiritual life, time for 
personal reflection, prayer, opportunity for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and 
Liturgy.  A deposit is required.   
For more information, please call the 
Retreat Office: 570-586-4957 or email 
kporter@epix.net  
 



BUS TRIP TO AMERICAN MUSIC THEATER’S 
CHRISTMAS SHOW NOVEMBER 15, 2017 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church is sponsoring a 
bus trip to Lancaster on Wednesday, November 
15, to see the Christmas show at the American 
Music Theater.  The price of $110.00 covers the 
bus, tip for the driver, the show and a buffet dinner 
at Golden Corral.  We will be leaving the parking 
lots of St. Mary’s Church in Wyalusing at 7:30 am, 
St. Joachim’s in Meshoppen at 7:50 am and 
Walmart in Tunkhannock at 8:15 am.  There will be 
a breakfast stop at Cracker Barrel in Frackville, at 
your own expense.  We will spend some time at 
Rockvale Outlet Mall before our 3:00 pm show.  
Our dinner reservation is at 5:45 pm, after the 
show.  We should return to Wyalusing at 
approximately 11:00 pm. 
For more information, please contact Marilyn 
Burton at 570-833-4851 or 
mammymarilyn@epix.net  For reservations, send 
a deposit of $60 (or full amount) made out to: 
Marilyn Burton, 320 Fannon Muldoon Road, 
Meshoppen, PA  18630.  Seating is assignied 
according to receipt of reservation.  Please include 
name, address, phone number and e-mail with 
your reservation.   

 
Congratulations, Confirmandi! 
The Sacrament of Confirmation was 
celebrated on Wednesday, September 
20th in St. Basil’s Church.  Please 

continue to keep the following young 
people in your prayers.  
Tia Baldwin, Angel Fitzgerald,  

Jenna Hemighaus, Bryan Hope, Trace Neary 
Jaeden Patson, Silas Pedro,  

Kirsten Rojas, Trinity Rojas,  
Ryan Smith, Kaelyn Wettlaufer 

 
 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast Buffet 
Sunday, September 24th, 2017 

St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore      
8:00 to 11:00 AM 

Adults $9, Children $3  
Children 6 and under  eat for free 

 
“Serving one another by supporting our parish 

communities.” 
     Our Catholic life comes alive in the Parish 
because our Parish is the gathering of God’s 
faithful people.  Connecting with our fellow 
parishioners, reinforcing our beliefs and 
experiencing the joy of coming together is vital 
for everyone to fully experience our Catholic 
faith.  It is crucial that we foster a rich parish 
life, where neighbors, families and friends 
come together in the spirit of Catholic 
fellowship.  The Office for Parish Life assists in 
all aspects of Liturgy & Worship, Service & 
Social Concerns, Community and Family 
Development.  Your gifts fund such programs 
as networking and training for Youth Ministry 
Leaders, Directors of Religious Education, 
Music and Liturgical Ministry, Bereavement 
Support, Social Concerns and Parish Councils. 
     Our goal for the 2017 Annual Appeal is 
$41,000.   
 

St. Basil’s Boiler Update 
Work on the boiler in St. Basil’s rectory is 
continuing.  Thank you to the following 
people who contributed toward the 
repairs.  To contribute, please send a 
check to the parish office or place it in the 
collection basket.  Be sure to mark “Boiler 
Repairs” on your check. 
Dave and Helen Barrington  
Hayes and Kat Clark 
Robert Harcharik  
Cynthia Mitchell  
Anonymous 

 

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for 
the repose of the soul of Mark J. Kocsis.  As he 
shared in the suffering of Christ, so may he 
know share in the glory of the risen Savior in 
heaven. 



 


