THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH
January 31st, 2016 ~ Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Basil the Great
Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi
Church
Mildred, PA

St. John Neumann
Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office - 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 6:45 – 7:00 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly
Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and
service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all
who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who love His house of
faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in
your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive Baptism,
Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are leaving the parish, please notify the
office before you leave). Thank you.

Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people whose
hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to God about men.”
Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number of the person. Father
would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the faith.
Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 9:30 AM
Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to attend the PreBaptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s Rectory. Please contact
the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months prior to
the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health care
facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in union with
our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry which Jesus Christ has
entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful in a rural area, we utilize our
energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of life, justice, and peace to this
generation and the generations that follow us.

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the
spiritual Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated
above all the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate
Heart of Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never
turned away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories
are His for ever and ever. Amen.

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, January 31st, 2016

Sunday Readings
First Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19
God tells Jeremiah that he was chosen to be a
prophet to the nations before he had even been born.
He also promises him strength and protection,
providing Jeremiah does as God asks.
Responsorial Psalm: 71
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13
Paul discusses the importance of love and claims
that one who possesses any gift, but lacks love, has
nothing. He explains that true love never fails,
although knowledge or other talents can fail to
endure the same manner. Paul says that three things
last: “faith, hope, and love, the greatest of these being
love.”
Gospel: Luke 4:21-30
Jesus spoke in the synagogue at Nazareth, at first
appealing to all who were present. But he knew that
they would be expecting him to do the things he had
already done in other towns. He reminded them of
other prophets who had preached and gained
acceptance in foreign places instead of their home
towns. This angered the people, who expelled him
from town.

Altar Flower Memorial
The ﬂowers in St. Basil’s Church
are donated in loving memory of
Catherine Lambert from her
loving family.
2016 Church Calendars for the new year are
available in the back of each church. Thank you to
Dean, Kay, Jeff & Kim Homer for the gift of the
calendars!

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you
were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed
you...They will fight against you, but not prevail over you, for I am
with you to deliver you, says the Lord… ‘At these words the whole
audience in the synagogue was filled with indignation. They rose up
and expelled him from the town...but he went straight through their
midst and walked away.’”
Prophets are spokespersons for God. We are
familiar with the major ones—Isiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel,
and today this passage from Jeremiah. Many others found
in the first testament, and surely John the Baptist was the
bridge praised in his role by His cousin. They had a
special role, to point out people’s weakness and
deficiencies and call them back to the Lord. Most did not
want the job, but the Lord prevailed. It was not an easy or
popular vocation.
Prophetic voices speak out today, addressing the
wrongs of our society and challenging us once again to be
faithful to the gospel. In our own country, many
Catholics would prefer that the church not get involved
in controversial issues like stem cell research, the pro
choice debate, or questions dealing with euthanasia or
nuclear war. We are being called today to speak out for
what is moral, right, and just. We are to proclaim the
gospel of life and be sure we have a ‘consistent ethic of
life’ in the words of the late Cardinal Joseph Bernardin.

The words addressed to the prophet are also
applied to us all as we read this message. God knew
us from all eternity; he showered us with the gift of
life and appoints us to be a prophetic voice as well as
to listen to his prophets speaking out in our world
today. For a moment, reflect upon this question:
What person or persons do I believe is truly a
prophet in our own time? Do I listen to their
message?
DAILY READINGS
MONDAY
2 Sm 15:13-14, 30, 16:5-13; Ps 3:2-7; Mk 5:1-20
TUESDAY~ THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD
Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40
WEDNESDAY~ St. Blaise, Bishop, Martyr, St. Ansgar,
Bishop
2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 6:1-6
THURSDAY
1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; (Ps)1 Chr 29:10-11b, 11d-12; Mk 6:7-13
FRIDAY~ ST. AGATHA, VIRGIN, MARTYR
Sir 47:2-11; Ps 18:31, 47, 50-51; Mk 6:14-29
SATURDAY~ ST. PAUL MIKI AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS
1 Kgs 3:4-13; Ps 119:9-14; Mk 6:30-34
SUNDAY~ FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, January 30
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Deceased Members of the Tubach &
Christini Family by The Family
Sunday, January 31
6:45–7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Elaine L. Rogan by The Family
Thursday, February 4
9:00AM Mildred Agatha Zepponi by Flora Arenda
Friday, February 5
9:00AM Dushore Bernice Yonkin by Bob & Mary Getz
3:00PM Dushore Divine Mercy Chaplet
3:30 PM Dushore Benediction
Saturday, February 6
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Ruth Marshall by Bob & Mary Getz
Sunday, February 7
6:45–7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Esther Thomas by Hayes & Kat Clark
9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
Tuesday, February 2nd is the feast of the Presentation of the
Lord. This feast marks 40 days having passed since our celebration
of Christmas, hard as that might be to believe. This is the
traditional day in which candles are blessed for church and home
use. Blessed Candles will be available in each of the
churches. Suggested donation is $5.00.
The Feast of Saint Blaise February 3rd
February 3rd is the commemoration of Saint Blaise. St.
Blaise, the bishop of Sebaste in Armenia, is believed to
have been martyred in the persecution of Licinius in the
early 4th century. Little is known about his life, but
tradition tells us that he saved a small boy from choking
on a fish bone. Because of this, he is associated with the
healing of throats and on February 3rd, the feast of Saint
Blaise, the church continues its ministry to the sick with
the blessing of throats. Since Mass will not be held on
Wednesday, throats will be blessed immediately following
the weekend masses of January 30th & 31st.

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration and
Benediction:
On 1st Friday, February 5th, we will hold Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament beginning immediately
after the 9:00 AM Mass and ending with Benediction at 3:30
PM in St. Basil’s Church, Dushore. The Divine Mercy Chaplet
will be recited at 3:00 PM. Come and rest a while in the Lord.

From a le er to the church of Smyrna by Saint Igna us
of An och, bishop and martyr
Christ has called us to his kingdom and glory
From Igna us, known as Theophorus, to the Church of
God the Father and Jesus Christ, his beloved, at Smyrna
in Asia, wishing you all joy in an immaculate spirit and
the Word of God. By his mercy you have won every gi&
and lack none, ﬁlled as you are with faith and love,
beloved of God and frui(ul in sanc ty.
I celebrate the glory of Jesus Christ as God,
because he is responsible for your wisdom, well aware
as I am of the perfec on of your unshakable faith. You
are like men who have been nailed body and soul to the
cross of Jesus Christ, conﬁrmed in love by his blood.
In regard to the Lord, you ﬁrmly believe that he
was of the race of David according to the ﬂesh, but
God’s son by the will and power of God; truly born of the
Virgin and bap zed by John, that all injus!ce might be
fulﬁlled; truly nailed to a cross in the ﬂesh for our sake
under Pon us Pilate and the Tetrarch Herod, and of his
most blessed passion we are the fruit. And thus, by his
resurrec on he raised up a standard over his saints and
faithful ones for all me (both Jews and Gen les alike) in
the one body of his Church. For he endured all this for
us, for our salva on; and he really suﬀered, and just as
truly rose from the dead.
As for myself, I am convinced that he was united
with his body even a&er the resurrec on. When he visited
Peter and his companions, he said to them: Take hold of
me, touch me, and see that I am not a spirit without a body.
Immediately they touched him and believed, clutching at
his body and his very spirit. And for this reason they
despised death and conquered it. In addi on, a&er his
resurrec on, the Lord ate and drank with them like a real
human being, even though in spirit he was united with his
Father.
And so I am giving you serious instruc on on these
things, dearly beloved, even though I am aware that you
believe them to be so.

In the kindness of your prayers, please
pray for the repose of the souls of John
Guglielmi, Richard Harney, & Rose
Gregori. As they shared in the suffering
of Christ, so may they now share in the glory of the
risen Savior in heaven.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish

Liturgical Ministers for February 6 & 7
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

January 23 & 24

$3,795.55
Thank you for your generosity!

Lectors
4:00 PM Dushore D. Lambert
7:30 AM Mildred
S. Moyer
9:30 AM Dushore D. Hallam, M.L. McCamley

January Second Collections

January 30 & 31~ Campaign for Human
Development

Altar Servers

Word of Life
“Since everything is interrelated, concern for the
protection of nature is also incompatible with the
justification of abortion. How can we genuinely
teach the importance of concern for other
vulnerable beings… if we fail to protect a human
embryo, even when its presence is uncomfortable
and creates difficulties?” — Pope Francis

Patron of the Week

Bill’s Hardware

.

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for
us in this, our time of need. These things I
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen.

Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon,
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P.O. Box 554
Wainwright, Alaska 99703

Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, Tx 78245

RCT Sharif Welton
1st RTBN PLT
1004 CO B, Box 16135, Parris Island, SC 29905

Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave,Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101

Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams

D. Homer
J. Doyle
T. Hembury

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

R. Thomas
N. Werner, C. Werner

Greeters
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

J. & E. Richlin
J. Walsh
B. & J. Hawke, J. Wheeler

Update of the Annual Diocesan
Appeal:
Our Parish Goal: $41,000.00
Total Raised: $36,895.00
Under Goal: $4,105.00
Percentage of Parishioners Pledged as of
1/12/2016
37.95% (178 out of 469 people pledged)

Donate for the Year of Mercy to the Heat & Eat
Fund
Donate to the Heat and Eat fund which was established
by Father Joe to help parishioners and those in need of
food or fuel oil. Anyone who is in need of assistance may
contact the parish office at 570-928-8865. We receive
many requests in the winter when heating oil is high and
our parish has been able to help those in our community
through those difficult times. Last year, the parish was
able to help 13 families providing over $3,100.00 in
assistance The generosity of our parishioners has made
this possible. Please consider contributing to this fund
with any size gift. Contact the parish office at 570-9288865, or write on your check, “Heat and Eat Fund” and
include it with your offering. Let’s be a blessing to others
this ‘Year.’

2015 Financial Statements of Parish Support
Please contact the rectory if you would like your
financial statement of parish support mailed to
you. Statements will not be sent out unless the
rectory is notified. You may also stop in at the
rectory and pick it up.

Chosen: IHM Youth Program

Wedding Anniversary Mass

IHM Parish Youth (Grades 7-12) are invited to
meet for spiritual enrichment!
The next meetings are Monday, February 1, 8,
15 at 7:00 PM– 9:00PM in the Cave (St.
Francis Rectory Basement, Mildred)

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C.
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the
Oﬃce for Parish Life wish to invite couples
celebra ng their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary in
2016 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass
on Sunday, June 5. The event includes a 2:30 pm
Mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by a
recep on. Requests for an invita on, with a mailing
address, should be made through your parish oﬃce
before March 7.

Homemade brownies will be provided
For more information contact Elly Rojas at
570-928-9819, register online at ihmdushore.com,
or join our Facebook group Chosen by God
Reﬂec ng on the Gospel
If we never meet doubt or opposi on over values
in our daily living, then we must examine how commiHed
to the Gospel we are. Most of us aren’t called
“professionally” to preach the Good News. All of us,
however, because of our bap sm, are commiHed to living
it. Living the Gospel is what must shape our everyday
choices and responses. This means, for example, that if the
chaHer around the watercooler at work grows uncharitable
or coarse, we have the courage to walk away. Another
example: if prejudice exists among our friends and
acquaintances, we have the courage to extol the dignity of
the minority. Dying to oneself means that we place Gospel
values before any others and are willing to stake our lives
on them. We might not always concretely experience God’s
protec on and deliverance in the given moment; but we
know from Jesus’s life that God is there when it really
counts—leading us to life everlas ng.

Bloodmobile
St. Basil’s Hall
Thursday, February 4th, 2016
Mike Norton Benefit
February 14th, 2016 is World Marriage Sunday
On the USCCB website, there are 3 options to prayerfully
reflect for seven days on married life. Go to
www.foryourmarriage.org and search for Seven Day Virtual
Marriage Retreats. Here are the titles:
• “Marriage and Mercy” –especially for the Year of
Mercy
•
•

“Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan” – on the
US Bishops’ Pastoral Letter of the same name
“A Retreat with Pope Francis”

St. Basil’s Calendar Raffle Winners

Congratulations to the following winners
of the St. Basil’s January Calendar
Raffle!
1/19/16

#394
$ 50.00
Ticket Not Sold
1/20/16
#559
$ 50.00
Joseph Lang, Mildred
1/21/16
#567
$ 50.00
Paulie Saxe, Dushore
1/22/16
#038
$ 50.00
Ticket Not Sold
1/23/16
#359
$ 50.00
Ticket Not Sold
1/24/15
#793
$ 50.00
Ticket Not Sold

Ladies~ Please mark your calendar for this
important event on Saturday, February 6, 2016
A women's retreat is scheduled at St. Mary's in
Wyalusing on Saturday, February 6 with Father Pio
Mandato
and
the
Capuchin
Sisters
of
Nazareth. The topic will be Pope John Paul II’s
document on the Dignity and Vocation of
Women. Registration begins at 8;30 AM, and Mass
is scheduled at 9 AM. Father Pio will give the
homily/conference on “The Call to Follow
Jesus.” There will be several talks throughout the
day, with confession time available. Lunch will be
provided and the event will conclude at 3 PM. The
retreat is sponsored by St. Mary’s Ministry of Mercy
Outreach, and there is no cost for attending; but
please register by calling the parish office at 570746-1006, so that we will have an accurate lunch
count. Please tell all the women in your life of this
retreat, and make this a wonderful and spiritual girl's
day out event.

Catch Our
Spirit…
Celebrate
Catholic
Schools
Week
January 31-February 6, 2016
Celebrate Catholic Schools Week by attending
one of our Catholic School Open Houses! You
are
invited
to
come
experience
our
communities of faith and academic excellence.
From Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade, our
students live their faith, challenge their minds,
serve their communities, and build lifelong
friendships. For specifics about the Open
Houses or for more information about our
Diocesan Catholic Schools, including tuition
assistance opportunities, please visit
www.DioceseofScranton.org/CatholicSchools.

Catholic Campaign for Human
Development
The annual national collection for the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) supports
our brothers and sisters in need by bringing them new
hope, building community, and addressing the root
causes of poverty.
The collection will be taken up in parishes in the
Diocese of Scranton on the weekend of January 3031, 2016. The theme, "Working on the Margins,"
focuses our attention on the poor and vulnerable who
can often be overlooked as we go about our daily
lives. Please be generous in your support of this
collection.

Ash Wednesday – the beginning of the
Season of Lent –
will be celebrated on
Wednesday, February 10 , 2016. The
following is the schedule of Masses and services.
th

St. Agnes school in Towanda is now accep ng
registra ons for the 2016-2017 school year. The school
oﬀers Pre–K3 through 6th grade, and ﬁnancial aid is
available for qualifying families. Busing is provided for
students in Kindergarten and up who live in the
Wyalusing, Troy, Athens, Northeast Bradford, and
Towanda School Districts. Tours of the school may be
scheduled by calling (570) 265-6803

Knights of Columbus
Sweetheart Breakfast
Sunday February 14th
8:00 to 11:30 AM
St. Basil’s Hall
Take your sweetheart to breakfast!

7:00 AM – St. Basil’s, Liturgy of the Word and
Distribution of Ashes
9:00 AM – St. Francis, Mass with Distribution of
Ashes
7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Mass with Distribution of
Ashes
“Lent is a me of renewal for the whole Church, for each
community, and every believer. Above all it is a “ me of
grace” (2 Cor 6:2). God does not ask of us anything that he
himself has not ﬁrst given us. “We love because he ﬁrst has
loved us” (1 Jn 4:19). He is not aloof from us. Each one of us
has a place in his heart. He knows us each by name, he cares
for us and seeks us out whenever we turn away from him.”
~Pope Francis

