The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
July 24th, 2016 ~ Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Summer Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:00 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
10:45 AM St. Francis of Assisi Chapel, Eagles Mere
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 6:45 – 7:00 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are leaving the parish, please notify
the office before you leave). Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Seventeenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Sunday, July 24th, 2016
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32
Abraham pleads with the Lord, who planned to
destroy Sodom and Gomorrah because of the evil
and sin in those cities. Abraham asks him if he
would spare the city if fifty, forty, thirty, twenty, or
even only ten innocent people were found there.
God says that he would spare the cities even for the
sake of only ten.
Responsorial Psalm: 138
Second Reading: Colossians 2:12-14
Paul explains to the Colossians that through
baptism they are raised to life with Christ because
they believed in the power of the God who raised
him from the dead. Even though they once lived in
sin, their sins have been pardoned through Jesus.
Gospel: Luke 11:1-13
Jesus’s disciples asked him how they should pray.
He gave them some phrases similar to those now
used in the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus also reminds the
disciples how even men with sins are able to give
good things to their children and explains how
much more the heavenly Father wants to give to us.

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ask and You Will Receive
When you want something to happen, do you pray
to God for it? I have heard a lot of people say they
“whisper little prayers.” Excellent. Others put aside
time each day for prayer or Mass. A number use web
sites to understand and pray about the readings for
the coming Sunday.
Of course, in our secular culture, at least in the
USA, there are those who do not believe in prayer at
all. So, when their friend is having an operation or is
traveling or something else, they say, “We will be
thinking of you.” This instead of “We will be praying

for you,” as we used to say. Thinking?
Others go all out. Years ago, a group of cloistered
sisters, called “the Pink Sisters,” prayed many
months for sunny clear days during Pope John Paul’s
visit to St. Louis. Guess what. Sunny clear days the
entire time. I was present when his plane lifted off
for Rome and I watched the clouds gather afterwards
and the rain begin to fall!
Abraham in the First Reading is an example of this
obstinacy. His visitors from last week went on their
way to the city called Sodom while God waited and
told Abraham about God’s intention to destroy
Sodom and its surrounding cities because of their
depravity.
Against all reason and expectation, Abraham
began negotiating with God, right out loud.
Will you sweep away the innocent with the guilty?
Suppose there were fifty innocent people in the city; would
you wipe out the place rather than spare it for the sake of
the fifty innocent people within it? (First Reading)
God agrees that he will not destroy the city if fifty
innocent people can be found. Abraham slyly asks
for more. What if only forty-five innocent people are
found? God agrees. What about forty? Ok, God says.
Abraham goes on and on until he negotiates down to
the number ten. God replies, For the sake of those ten, I
will not destroy it.
As you may know, not even ten innocents lived in
the city, so Sodom did get destroyed. But notice, God
actually had granted each of Abraham’s requests.
Jesus recommends the same kind of shrewdness.
In the Gospel he tells the famous parable about
knocking on the door of a friend late at night to
borrow some bread. The friend refuses because he
and his family are all in bed. Jesus says, If he does not
get up to give the visitor the loaves because of their
friendship, he will get up to give him whatever he needs
because of his persistence.
Fine, but why do we have to be persistent and
pray to God for the same thing over and over? Why
haggle?
Because of love. God is like a good father who
cares for his child very much, yet, as a father, he will
at times allow deprivation, allow what seems like a
non-answer to pleading. But there is something
even better that he is trying to give to the child. God
always answers our prayers, yet sometimes his
loving answer is to sit beside our bed and suffer with
us. Look at Christ’s agony on the cross. God’s love
will go to any lengths to give us what we most need
and want, and this is himself.
When we wait for him, all the rest will be there for
us also.
~John Foley, SJ

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, July 23
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Pete Smith & Marian Cleary by David
Cleary
Sunday, July 24
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:00 AM Dushore Esperia Stortini by Roger, Sue Ellen, Bridget
& Tracey
10:45 AM Eagles Mere Fr. Shawn Tracy by Father Joseph
Hornick
Monday, July 25
9:00 AM Dushore Thomas J. Fritsch by Ronda Farrell
Tuesday, July 26
9:00 AM Mildred Curtis Gordon Venable by the Thomas,
Grubb, & Paul families
Wednesday, July 27
9:00 AM Dushore Jack & Jim McMahon by Mary Lou Klem &
family
Thursday, July 28
9:00 AM Mildred George Barnatovich by Mr. & Mrs. Dennis
Hill & family
Saturday, July 30
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Francis Cullen by Pat & Karen Cullen
Sunday, July 31
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Joseph & Nellie Bohensky & deceased family
members by the family
9:00 AM Dushore Myrtle Kramer by Joe & Diane McDonough
10:45 AM Eagles Mere Mass for the People
DAILY READINGS
Monday ~ SAINT JAMES, APOSTLE
2 Cor 4-15; Ps 126; Mt 20:20-28
Tuesday ~ Saints Joachim and Anne, Parents of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79; Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday
Jer 15:10,16-21; Ps 59; Mt 13:44-46
Thursday
Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146; Mt 13:47-53
Friday ~ Saint Martha
Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69; Jn 11:19-27
Saturday ~ Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop, Doctor of
the Church
Jer 26:11-16,24; Ps 69; Mt 14:1-12
Sunday ~ EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Eccl 1:2;2:21-23; Ps 90; Col 3:1-5,9-11; Lk 12:13-21

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for the
repose of the soul of Sandra Gulich. As she shared
in the suffering of Christ, so may she now share in
the glory of the risen Savior in heaven.

From the Imitation of Christ
The kingdom of God is the peace and joy
of the Spirit
Turn to the Lord with your whole heart and
leave behind this wretched world. Then your soul
shall find rest. For the kingdom of God is the
peace and joy of the Holy Spirit. If you prepare
within your heart a fitting dwelling place, Christ
will come to you and console you.
His glory and beauty are within you, and he
delights in dwelling there. The Lord frequently
visits the heart of man. There he shares with man
pleasant conversations, welcome consolation,
abundant peace and a wonderful intimacy.
So come, faithful soul. Prepare your heart for
your spouse to dwell within you. For he says: If
anyone loves me, he will keep my word and we
shall come to him and make our dwelling within
him.
Make room for Christ. When you possess
Christ you are a rich man, for he is sufficient for
you. He himself, shall provide for you and
faithfully administer all your cares. You will not
have to place your hope in men. Put all your trust
in God; let him be both your fear and your love.
He will respond on your behalf and will do
whatever is in your best interest.
You have here no lasting city. For wherever
you find yourself, you will always be a pilgrim
from another city. Until you are united intimately
with Christ, you will never find your true rest.
Let your thoughts be with the Most High and
direct your prayers continually to Christ. If you do
not know how to contemplate the glory of heaven,
take comfort in the passion of Christ, and dwell
willingly in his sacred wounds. Endure with
Christ, suffer for him, if you wish to reign with him.
Once you have entered completely into the
depths of Jesus, and have a taste of his powerful
love, then you will not care about your own
convenience or inconvenience. Rather you will
rejoice all the more in insults and injuries, for the
love of Jesus makes a man scorn his own needs.
Saint John Neumann Shrine, Sugar
Ridge is very much part of many
people’s
summer.
The
great
simplicity of the shrine makes it a
place of beautiful pilgrimage and
devotion.
Masses
will
be
celebrated at the shrine this summer at 2:30
PM on August 7th and September 4th.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
July 9th & 10th, 2016
$5,409.00
Building & Maintenance

$1,519.00
July 16th & 17th, 2016
$5,691.00
Heat and Eat Fund

$608.53
Our estimated budget figures show that our parish
offertory collection needs to be at or above
$5,300.00 each week to meet all of our financial
obligations. We will be publishing in the bulletin
where we stand financially so you can see when help
is needed.

July Second Collections
th

July 30 & 31st ~ Catholic Relief Services

Thank you for your generosity!
Word of Life:
Life “Through [the] loving care [of my
family and friends], they affirm what I also know
– that my life is, always has been, and always will
be, worth living.”
~Maggie’s Story: Living like Dad,” www.goo.gl/JKnvWc
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

Patron of the Week

Garnet Valley Heating & Air
Conditioning
Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.
Dressing Appropriately
Even if our churches aren’t air conditioned, we
need to be conscious of the way we dress for
Church.
More than anything else, our dress and attire
should suggest our reverence and respect for
the special presence of the Lord found in
Church.
As delighted as we are to see each and every
person here at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, we do offer a gentle reminder to all that
modest attire is desired.
We have all been invited to the most important
table in town, the Lord’s.
Let us dress
appropriately!

Liturgical Ministers for July 30th & 31st
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:00 AM Dushore

J. Hatch, J. Lambert, R. Tourscher
J. Doyle, K. Clark
T. Hembury, J. Tourscher

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:00 AM Dushore

N. Henne
R. Gumble
S. Branosky, P. Wylie

Lectors

Altar Servers
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:00 AM Dushore

R. Thomas
B. Tewell, C. Minier

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:00 AM Dushore

J. & E. Richlin
R. Hope
J. & D. McDonough, T. Karaban

Greeters

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and take
away all my worries; and please watch over and
heal my family. Heavenly Father, hold our troops
in Your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless
acts they perform for us in this, our time of need.
These things I humbly ask in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams

Summertime
You are reminded that there is no vacation from
God. Please remember your obligation to attend
Mass every weekend and Holyday. It is still a
mortal sin to miss Mass (except for inclement
weather and illness). Masses on weekends are
readily available in most vacation spots. When
out of town for the weekend, your parish still
needs your weekly tithe for support. Just as you
must still pay the cable, electric, and other
utilities when you are away on vacation, so too
your parish needs your constant continuous
support. Enjoy the Summer!

The IHM Parish would like to thank the
following local businesses for their support in
our Parish Picnic.
Fitzpatrick & Lambert
P. Dean Homer Funeral Home
Lusch Acres Vacation Homes
John A. Shoemaker, esq.
Dushore Hotel
Garnet Valley Heating & Air Conditioning
Harrington Hotel/220 House
McCarty~Thomas Funeral Home
We would also like to thank the following
businesses who support our parish in providing
valuable services and donations:
The Sullivan Review: Ad Book & Raffle Ticket
printing
Hurleys Super Market: Dinner meats
Jim & Germaine Donahue: Door prizes, pie
contest prizes, and Banners
Patty & Michael Foster: 3 Tents
Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law
enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you
are encouraged to immediately report the matter to
law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been
subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement.
In accordance with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of
suspected child abuse should also be made immediately
by phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline (ChildLine)
at
1-800-932-0313
or
electronically
at
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil
and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese is equally
committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of
Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People, which includes supporting victims of sexual
abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual wellbeing. As such, information regarding an allegation of
sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the
Victim Assistance Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at
(570-862-7551) or to Diocesan officials, including the
Vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G.,
at (570-207-2269).

IHM Parish Summer Mass Schedule
Beginning on Saturday, July 3rd through
Sunday, September 4th, 2016, our summer
Mass schedule will be as follows:
SATURDAY
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
SUNDAYS
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
NOTE: THIS MASS TIME WILL REMAIN THE SAME
9:00 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
10:45 AM St. Francis of Assisi Chapel,
Eagles Mere
St. John Neumann Shrine Sugar Ridge:
Sunday, August 7th ~ 2:30 PM
Sunday, September 4th ~ 2:30 PM
Know a Marriage that Needs Help: Throw them
a lifeline and tell them about Retrouvaille, an
international program that helps couples who are
experiencing marital difficulties. This program is
for all couples, at any stage of marriage that needs
help to communicate with each other in a more
attentive and loving manner. The next program in
the Scranton Diocese begins August 26-28, 2016 at
The Ramada Inn, Clarks Summit, PA. Please call
800-470-2230 for more information or to register
or visit the website at www.helpourmarriage.org.

Altar & Rosary Society News
CALLING ALL BAKERS! Our biggest fund
raiser, the Annual Bake Sale is coming up on
August 13th, FOUNDERS DAY, in Dushore.
We will need all kinds of baked goods: breads,
muffins, cupcakes, cookies, etc. Please call
Anne Silla 570-482-3535 if you are willing to
provide something. Because of the heat, please
do not use heavy icing.
We will also be accepting donations to our
Bakeless Bake Sale Fund. Thank you.

Save the Date: Potluck Picnic Benefit for
Elly Rojas College Tuition Costs
The Canton Council of the Knights of Columbus
are sponsoring a potluck picnic benefit for Elly
Rojas’s college tuition costs on Sunday, August
14, 2016 at 12:30 PM in St. John’s Church, Troy,
PA. More information will follow in upcoming
bulletins.

Know Someone Interested in Becoming a
Catholic?
These lazy and often hazy days of summer
afford each of us the opportunity to contact
those persons whom we know have shown
interest in learning about the Catholic faith. By
reason of our baptism into Christ, each of us
is obligated to reach out in God’s name.
Help awaken the seed of faith in others!
Encourage them to become part of The
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish RCIA Program
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). It is a
process designed for adults who have heard
God’s word and seek to enter more deeply into
the way of faith of the Catholic Church.
For more information please contact Donn
Tourscher at 928-9361 or the rectory, 928-8865.
Vacation Bible School
Cave Quest ~ Gear up for an Adventure
July 23 – 29 at St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore
9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
The IHM Parish invites all the children in Sullivan
County to join us at Cave Quest. At Cave Quest
your kids will find ultimate truth in Jesus!
Children will have a great time singing songs,
watching skits, creating crafts, and playing
games. But most important, they’ll discover
Jesus provides what they truly need in every
challenge of life.
2016 Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
Bazaar Raffle
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Bazaar
Raffle tickets are now available. The tickets are
$15.00 and include 101 cash prizes. There will
also be a “Bonanza Drawing” on October 9th, and
a “Seller’s Appreciation Drawing” will be on the
night of the Bazaar, November 6th. A special
thanks to Debbie Hill who organized and chaired
the Raffle – for more information contact Debbie,
928-8730, or Linda at 928-8408. First drawing
will be September 18th.
Please return any
unpurchased tickets to the rectory so that they
may be sold. The Bazaar will be held on Sunday,
November 8th in St. Francis of Assisi Hall.

Saint Martha ~ July 29
Martha is the patron saint of servants and
cooks. Dorothy Day said: “If everyone were
holy and handsome, it would be easy to see
Christ in everyone. But it was not Christ’s way
for himself. Ask honestly what you would do
when a beggar asked at your house for food.
Would you give it on an old cracked plate,
thinking that was good enough? Do you think
that Martha and Mary thought that the old and
chipped dish was good enough for their guest?
It is not a duty to help Christ – it is a privilege.”
In what ways do you serve Christ in others –
grudgingly or sparingly? How can you serve
them the way Martha served Christ, putting
her whole self into it?
Prayer for Hospitality
O Sweet Jesus, Saint Martha lived in Bethany
with her brother and sister, Saints Lazarus and
Mary. She attended to Your physical needs
while You rested and fellowshipped with good
friends. I ask her to pray for my gift of
hospitality. Teach me, dear Lord, how to truly
welcome friends, family, and strangers.
Increase in me the same respect for them as I
would give to You if You appeared in the flesh.
Help me to invite You into my home through
the choices I make in television shows,
conversations with others, and the type of
jokes I tell or listen to. Give me a spirit of holy
hospitality. Saint Martha, pray for me. Amen

IHM Parish Picnic 2016
We are still waiting for some expenses before
we publish the final totals from the picnic.
We hope to have everything by the next
bulletin!

