The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
September 18th, 2016 ~ Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 6:45 – 7:00 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are leaving the parish, please notify
the office before you leave). Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Twenty-fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Sunday, September 18th, 2016
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Amos 8:4-7
The prophet Amos expressed disgust over people who
take advantage of the poor.
He describes
businessmen scheming to cheat the poor, then
declares that God will “never forget the things they
have done.”
Responsorial Psalm: 113
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-8
Paul urges the Christians to pray for all people,
especially those in authority. Paul even asked them to
pray for the kings who denounced Christ’s teachings,
because God wants all people to be saved through
Jesus.
Gospel: Luke 16:1-13
Jesus tells a story about a servant who tries to cheat
his employer. The owner is impressed because he
would do the same thing himself. Jesus then
describes the importance of being trustworthy in
small matters, as well as in greater ones. He then
states that no one can serve two masters faithfully.
People cannot give themselves completely to both
God and money.

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Be Shrewd
The readings in Sunday’s Mass seem to contradict
each other. In the first one God is quite offended by the
mean actions of the people. But then, check out the
Gospel. A mean steward is actually rewarded for
cheating his master. What is going on?
One thing at a time.
In the First Reading God finds merchants cheating
the people, buying them for silver, for just a pair of
sandals, or for the refuse of the wheat they will sell.

God says he “has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Never
will I forget a thing they have done!”
I would not like to hear such words said to me, even
if I did not know what the “pride of Jacob” was!
So God is angry. And this first reading makes perfect
sense today, doesn’t it? United States commerce very
often wishes to buy you and me for the cost of, say,
cable TV, or a convertible, or false teeth, or
prescription drugs, real-estate plans, weight reduction,
automobiles, and even breath-freshening chewing gum
(which uses sexual promiscuity in order to sell their
gum).
Wouldn’t we be justified in saying that God hates it?
But in the Gospel parable, things seem reversed.
There the master actually approves his servant’s
cheating! He comes back to find that this, his top
steward, has been squandering his property. Naturally
he plans to fire the man, and in this we have perfect
agreement with the First Reading.
But then comes the curve ball.
The steward thinks up a plan. If I am to be fired, he
says, I had better made friends with the people under
me, so I will not be without home or friends. Since for
the time being I am still superintendent, I will go to
each of my master’s debtors and make a deal. Give me
half of what you owe and I will count it on the books as
fully paid.
When he learns of this arrangement, the master does
not say what we would expect, “You can no longer be
my steward,” as he had before, but actually
compliments his steward for this pan. “You have been
prudent in preparing a home for yourself,” he says.
What changed his mind?
Why is this not a
“wrongdoing” just like the one in the First Reading?
Because there is a major difference.
Yes, the “Unjust Steward” of the parable is cheating
his wealthy master, but he never shows disdain for the
clients. Yes, he is taking care of his own future (making
friends with the poor), but he ge ts some of their debts
back for the master. And he never disregards their
needs. He makes life a little easier for them, for himself
and incidentally for the master. Meanwhile, the
merchants from the First Reading are buying and
selling the poor people themselves (“We will buy the
lowly for silver, and the poor for a pair of sandals”)! No
wonder they are condemned.
The moral?
1. When you are doing things of any kind, do not
wreck the lives of the poor. God loves them very
much and will remember your crime.
2. Don’t forget to be shrewd when you make things
better for others. Nothing good can endure
unless pragmatism enters in. Make the benefits
go as far as you can.
3. Love.
~ John Foley, SJ

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, September 17
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by Susie &
Paul Mingmongkol
Sunday, September 18
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Mr. & Mrs. Martin Richlin by Sylvia Richlin
Monday, September 19
9:00 AM Dushore Thomas J. Fritsch by St. Basil’s Class of 1966
Tuesday, September 20
9:00 AM Mildred Gerald Doyle by Joe Lang
Thursday, September 22
9:00 AM Mildred Edward J. Fitzgerald III by Rosemary Finan
Friday, September 23
9:00 AM Dushore Peggy Ann Campbell by Thomas & Mary
Yonkin
Saturday, September 24
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Peter Finan by the family
Sunday, September 25
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Gerard Kaier by Suzie Kaier
DAILY READINGS
Monday ~ Saint Januarius, Bishop, Martyr
Prv 3:27-34; Ps 15; Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday ~ Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, and
Paul Chong Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs
Prv 21:1-6,10-13; Ps 119; Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday ~ SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND
EVANGELIST
Eph 4:1-7,11-13; Ps 19; Mt 9:9-13
Thursday
Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90; Lk 9:7-9
Friday ~ Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144; Lk 9:18-22
Saturday
Eccl 11:9—12:8; Ps 90; Lk 9:43b-45
Sunday ~ TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME
Am 6:1a-4-7; Ps 146; 1Tm 6:11-16; Lk 16:19-31

The Sanctuary Candles in St. Basil’s and St. Francis
of Assisi Churches are burning in loving memory of
Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by the family
Confirmation Classes will be held every other
Sunday evening from 5:00 to 6:30 PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Rectory. The first class will be
on Sunday, September 18th.

From a homily by St John Chrysostom, bishop
Life to me means Christ, and death is gain
The waters have risen and severe storms are upon
us, but we do not fear drowning, for we stand firmly
upon a rock. Let the sea rage, it cannot break the
rock. Let the waves rise, they cannot sink the boat of
Jesus. What are we to fear? Death? Life to me
means Christ, and death is gain. Exile? The earth
and its fullness belong to the Lord. The confiscation
of our goods? We brought nothing into this world,
and we shall surely take nothing from it. I have only
contempt for the world’s threats, I find its blessings
laughable. I have no fear of poverty, no desire for
wealth. I am not afraid of death nor do I long to live,
except for your good. I concentrate therefore on the
present situation, and I urge you, my friends, to have
confidence.
Do you not hear the Lord saying: Where two or
three are gathered in my name, there am I in their
midst? Will he be absent, then, when so many
people united in love are gathered together? I have
his promise; I am surely not going to rely on my own
strength! I have what he has written; that is my staff,
my security, my peaceful harbor. Let the world be in
upheaval. I hold to his promise and read his
message; that is my protecting wall and garrison.
What message? Know that I am with you always,
until the end of the world!
If Christ is with me, whom shall I fear? Through
the waves and the sea and the anger of princes are
roused against me, they are less to me than a spider’s
web. Indeed, unless you, my brothers, had detained
me, I would have left this very day. For I always say:
Lord, your will be done; not what this fellow or that
would have me do, but what you want me to do.
That is my strong tower, my immovable rock, my
staff that never gives way. If God wants something,
let it be done! If he wants me to stay here, I am
grateful. But wherever he wants me to be, I am no
less grateful.
Yet where I am, there you are too, and where you
are, I am. For we are a single body, and the body
cannot be separated from the head nor the head from
the body. Distance separates us, but love unites us,
and death itself cannot divide us. For though my
body die, my soul will live and be mindful of my
people.
You are my fellow citizens, my fathers, my
brothers, my sons, my limbs, my body. You are my
light, sweeter to me than the visible light. For what
can the rays of the sun bestow on me that is
comparable to your love? The sun’s light is useful in
my earthly life, but your love is fashioning a crown
for me in the life to come.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
th

th

September 10 & 11 , 2016
$4,894.55
Building & Maintenance

$446.75
Our estimated budget figures show that our parish
offertory collection needs to be at or above
$5,300.00 each week to meet all of our financial
obligations. We will be publishing in the bulletin
where we stand financially so you can see when help
is needed.

Budget goal ……………………………. $5,300.00
Offertory this week……………………….. 4,894.55
Under goal ………………………………. $ 405.45
September Second Collections
September 17th & 18th ~ Special Collection for
Louisiana flooding victims
September 24th & 25th ~ Heat & Eat Fund

Thank you for your generosity!
Word of Life:
Life “Pope Francis has seen a deeper
link between the poor and the unborn. They are
both among the first victims of a ‘throw-away
society.’”
~ “Poverty and Abortion: A Vicious Cycle”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

Patron of the Week

Finan Monuments
Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS

Knights of Columbus Breakfast Buffet
Sunday, September 18th, 2016
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore
8:00 to 11:00 AM
Roast Beef Dinner
Friday, October 7th, 2016
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore
4:00 – 7:00 PM
Come on out and let the Knights do the
cooking!

Liturgical Ministers for September 24th & 25th
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

J. Hatch, T. Finan, T. Karaban
K. Bohensky, J. Walsh
J. & D. McDonough

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

K. Homer
S. Moyer
D. Hallam, P. Wylie

Lectors

Altar Servers
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

R. Thomas
N. & C. Werner

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

C. & C. A. Gindele
R. Hope
T. & M. Dailey, J. Rouse

Greeters

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and take
away all my worries; and please watch over and
heal my family. Heavenly Father, hold our troops
in Your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless
acts they perform for us in this, our time of need.
These things I humbly ask in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams
2016 Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
Bazaar Raffle
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Bazaar
Raffle tickets are now available. The tickets are
$15.00 and include 101 cash prizes. There will
also be a “Bonanza Drawing” on October 9th, and
a “Seller’s Appreciation Drawing” will be on the
night of the Bazaar, November 6th. A special
thanks to Debbie Hill who organized and chaired
the Raffle – for more information contact Debbie,
928-8730, or Linda at 928-8408. First drawing
will be September 18th.
Please return any
unpurchased tickets to the rectory so that they
may be sold. The Bazaar will be held on Sunday,
November 6th in St. Francis of Assisi Hall.

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If
you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest,
deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese
of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the
matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious,
lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected
to any form of abuse, including child sexual abuse, the matter
will be reported to law enforcement. In accordance with the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services
Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also be made
immediately by phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline
(ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically at
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and
state regulations. To this end, the Diocese is equally
committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon
Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People, which
includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit
of emotional and spiritual well-being. As such, information
regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should
also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator
Mary Beth Pacuska at (570-862-7551) or to Diocesan
officials, including the Vicar General, Monsignor Thomas
M. Muldowney, V.G., at (570-207-2269).

Know Someone Interested in Becoming a
Catholic?
These lazy and often hazy days of summer
afford each of us the opportunity to contact
those persons whom we know have shown
interest in learning about the Catholic faith. By
reason of our baptism into Christ, each of us
is obligated to reach out in God’s name.
Help awaken the seed of faith in others!
Encourage them to become part of The
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish RCIA Program
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). It is a
process designed for adults who have heard
God’s word and seek to enter more deeply into
the way of faith of the Catholic Church.
For more information please contact Donn
Tourscher at 928-9361 or the parish office at
928-8865.

Altar & Rosary Society News
PLEASE NOTE: We are now meeting on
Saturday mornings at Pam’s restaurant
Dushore. Our next meeting will be Oct
8th at 9 am for breakfast. We hope this
change accommodates more participation.

JOIN THE CHOIR, THURSDAYS AT
6:30P.M. MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO
THE LORD!
Fall is in the air! And so is the sound of
PRAISE! Choir rehearsals are being held in
St. Basil’s Church on Thursdays at 6:30
P.M. Already a member? Ask a friend to come
sing with you! If you are not a member, but
you like to sing -- do people regular turn to
you after Mass and complement your
singing? Do you remember your high school
choir with fondness? Were you in the parish
choir in the past? There is room for
you! Please consider the ministry of music as
your offering and participation in the Mass
and call me with any questions. I look
forward to hearing from you and seeing our
returning members soon! Blessings and peace
in the Lord, Deb Rojas, Director of Liturgical
Music, 617-633-6084

Religious Ed Teachers/Aide Needed
The IHM Religious Education Program needs to
fill the following positions for the 2016-2017
school year:
First Grade Teacher
Sixth Grade Teacher
If you are interested in sharing the faith with
children, please contact Kathleen Clark, DRE at
hayes.clark@frontiernet.net or Diane Fowler at
the Parish Office, 570-928-8865.

2016 DIOCESAN CONGRESS
“REVOLUTION OF TENDERNESS”

CATHOLIC
SOCIAL
SERVICES &
PARISH
OUTREACH
“Strengthening our commitment to social justice and
to those in need.”
Your gifts to the Diocesan Annual Appeal enables us
to serve the poorest, the weakest and the most
vulnerable among us through Catholic Social Services
staff who feed the hungry, clothe the naked and
provide shelter, counseling, and assistance for those
most in need. Many more individuals in parish
communities receive assistance through parish-based
Social Justice Programs funded by the Appeal. Grants
were awarded to 33 parish programs including food
and clothing pantries, monthly dinners for families in
need and outreach to prison inmates.

National Life Chain
Sunday, October 2, 2016
On Sunday, October 2, 2016, throughout the
United States and Canada, National Life Chain
Sunday will again draw church congregations to
their local sidewalks for prayer. The mission, now
in its 29th year (the sixth year for our parish), will
focus our minds on the at-risk pre-born children
and will join our hearts in prayer for an end to the
horror of abortion. Please join us for ONE HOUR
to silently give voice to the unborn. We may never
know if we have made a difference and saved even
one life, but we all know that when we touch the
face of God he will remember that we stood silently
in prayer for his children.
Our prayer chain is scheduled from 2 to 3 PM on
Sunday, October 2nd at the four corners of
Dushore. Please consider joining us for one hour
to stand for the right to life. For more information
please contact the parish office or call Bill & Janet
Hawke at 570-478-2625. Signs will be provided.

The Perspective of Justice
Lifting Up the Poor
Today’s liturgy contains a double-barreled attack
on the rich. The Gospel warns us that “you cannot
give yourself to God and money.” We cannot serve
two masters, trying to worship at the altars of both
God and wealth.
The First Reading is harsher. It contains Amos’
diatribe against the wealthy “who trample upon
the needy and destroy the poor of the land!”
Contrasting this image of rich people at war with
the poor to make us rich out of his poverty.
“I am the Savior of all people, says the Lord.
Whatever their troubles, I will answer their cry.”
God saves both rich and poor and answers the cry
of both rich and poor.
The important thing to notice is that in God’s
world, unlike the world we have created, the poor
are heard and they are lifted up. In God’s world, it
isn’t just the rich who have it all.
If we worship the true God, and if we want to
enter the world that God rules, then we will do as
God does, hearing the cry of the poor and lifting
them up. To ignore and mistreat the poor is to
invite God’s justice: “Never will I forget a thing
they have done.”
“We ought to sharpen the awareness of our duty
of solidarity with the poor, to which charity leads us.
This solidarity means that we make ours their problems
and their struggles, that we know how to speak with
them. This has to be concretized in criticism of injustice
and oppression, in the struggle against the intolerable
situation which a poor person often has to tolerate, in
the willingness to dialogue with the groups responsible
for that situation in order to make them understand
their obligations.”
~Latin American Bishops, Medellin Documents
Poverty of the Church, 1968:10
Gerald Darring

