The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
September 25th, 2016 ~ Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are leaving the parish, please notify
the office before you leave). Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Twenty-sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Sunday, September 25th, 2016
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Amos denounces the selfish attitude of those who
surround themselves with luxuries with no concern
for others. He goes on to warn that because these
people lacked interest in the state of their society,
they would be the first to be exiled.
Responsorial Psalm: 146
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:11-16
Paul tells Timothy to seek integrity, faith, and love.
Paul urges him to attain everlasting life by
maintaining strong faith in Jesus and in God until
Jesus returns.
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31
Jesus tells of a rich man who feasted daily, while a
beggar named Lazarus went hungry outside his gates.
When both men died, Lazarus was taken to Abraham,
but the rich man was in torment. When he begged for
mercy, Abraham reminded him that Lazarus had lived
in torment, while the rich man lived in selfish luxury.
The man then asked if Lazarus could be sent to his
brothers to warn them. But Abraham said if they had
not heeded Moses or the prophets, they would ignore
even the warning of one risen from the dead.

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Beds of Ivory
A wise man came to a banquet, dirty and dressed
in rags. He made his way among the beautifully
dressed guests. But the host noticed him and scolded
his sloppy appearance. He told the man to go dress
properly.
This the prophet did. He bathed in a river and
dressed in the finest clothing he could borrow.
When he returned he was warmly welcomed and
even honored!
But then someone noticed him sitting in a corner

playing with the food from his plate. The host was
again summoned and demanded to know why the
man was putting all his food, spoon by spoon, into
the sleeve of his fine garment!
The man answered, “I am not the one who was
invited to the banquet; obviously it is my clothes that
were. So I am giving them what a guest should
receive!”
Couldn’t we say that the host was ignoring what
was precious in favor of the mundane? We need to
ask ourselves which is more important to us, the
human person or the luxuries of life by which he or
she is surrounded.
A second example: look at the Gospel for Sunday,
in which a rich man died. There had been a poor
wretch lying at his door starving and he had ignored
the man entirely. Yet now the poor man was in
heaven, cradled in the bosom of Abraham, while the
rich man was agonizing in hell. Where were his fine
food and fine clothes now? He had been like the
complacent people in Zion, “lying on beds of ivory …
They eat lambs taken from the flock and calves from the
stall! … They drink wine from precious bowls and anoint
themselves with the best oils …”
God replied, “Their wanton revelry shall be done
away with,” and now in the Gospel we see what he
meant.
If you live in the “First World,” in the main culture
of the United States for example, the amount of selfindulgence and coddling we receive every single day
far surpasses anything described in these stories.
Our small population uses a tremendous portion of
the world’s decreasing resources. Are you and I
helping to overlook the plight of the world’s people
as we stretch on our couches and anoint ourselves
with television shows?
The rich man cries out, “Send Lazarus to dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am
suffering torment in these flames.”
He was not asking help for the people he had
neglected during his life, but for himself! It was too
late to send help to his brothers! His death had given
him what he enjoyed all his life, only now we see that
it was empty relationships with others!
What will it take for you and me to open our eyes
to those who need us, who lack the love of God as
channeled through us? Will we notice them if they
are dressed well enough? Will we be persuaded if, as
Abraham says in our Gospel, “someone should rise
from the dead?”
Or will we open up right now to the love God has
for each of us and for our neighbors, all the ones for
whom he rose from the dead?
~ John Foley, SJ

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, September 24
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Peter Finan by the family
Sunday, September 25
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Gerard Kaier by Suzie Kaier
Monday, September 26
9:00 AM Dushore Francis Barry by Bob & Mary Getz
Tuesday, September 27
9:00 AM Mildred Eugene Weisbrod by Lee Sharrow & family
Thursday, September 29
9:00 AM Mildred Jessica Pedro Soden by Dennis & Debbie
Hill & family
Friday, September 30
9:00 AM Dushore Catherine MeMahon by Helen Souto
Saturday, October 1
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Francis & Sophie Barry by Abe & Bettyann
Goodyear
Sunday, October 2
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Bud & Shirley Ambs by their children
DAILY READINGS
Monday ~ Saints Cosmos and Damian, Martyrs
Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17; Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday ~ Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest
Jb 3:1-3,11-17,20-23; Ps 88; Lk 9:51-56
Wednesday ~ Saint Wenceslaus, Martyr; Saint
Lawrence Ruiz and Companions, Martyrs
Jb 9:1-12,14-16; Ps 88; Lk 9:57-62
Thursday ~ SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL, AND
RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS
Dn 7:9-10,13-14; Ps 138; Jn 1:47-51
Friday ~ Saint Jerome, Priest, Doctor of the Church
Jb 38:1,12-21;40:3-5; Ps 139; Lk 10:13-16
Saturday ~ Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin,
Doctor of the Church
Jb 42:1-3,5-6,12-17; Ps 119; Lk 10:17-24
Sunday ~ TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME
Hb 1:2-3,2:2-4; Ps 95; 2 Tm 1:6-8,13-14; Lk 17:5-10

The Sanctuary Candles in St. Basil’s and St. Francis of
Assisi Churches are burning in loving memory of
Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by the family
Confirmation Classes will be held every other
Sunday evening from 5:00 to 6:30 PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Rectory. The next class will be
on Sunday, October 2nd.

From a homily on the Gospels by Saint Gregory
the Great, pope
The word “angel” denotes a function rather than a
nature
You should be aware that the word “angel”
denotes a function rather than a nature. Those
holy spirits of heaven have indeed always been
spirits. They can only be called angels when they
deliver some message. Moreover, those who
deliver messages of lesser importance are called
angels; and those who proclaim messages of
supreme importance are called archangels.
And so it was that not merely an angel but the
archangel Gabriel was sent to the Virgin Mary. It
was only fitting that the highest angel should come
to announce the greatest of all messages.
Some angels are given proper names to denote
the service they are empowered to perform. In that
holy city, where perfect knowledge flows from the
vision of almighty God, those who have no names
may easily be known. But personal names are
assigned to some, not because they could not be
known without them, but rather to denote their
ministry when they come among us.
Thus,
Michael means “Who is like God?”; Gabriel is
“The Strength of God”; and Raphael is “God’s
Remedy.”
Whenever some act of wondrous power must
be performed, Michael is sent, so that his action
and his name may make it clear that no one can do
what God does by his superior power. So also our
ancient foe desired in his pride to be like God,
saying: I will ascend into heaven; I will exalt my
throne above the stars of heaven; I will be like the
Most High. He will be allowed to remain in
power until the end of the world when he will be
destroyed in the final punishment. Then, he will
fight with the archangel Michael, as we are told by
John: A battle was fought with Michael the
archangel.
So too Gabriel, who is called God’s strength,
was sent to Mary. He came to announce the One
who appeared as a humble man to quell the
cosmic powers. Thus God’s strength announced
the coming of the Lord of the heavenly powers,
mighty in battle.
Raphael means, as I have said, God’s remedy,
for when he touched Tobit’s eyes in order to cure
him, he banished the darkness of his blindness.
Thus, since he is to heal, he is rightly called God’s
remedy.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
th

th

September 17 & 18 , 2016
$3,839.00
Louisiana Flood Victims

$993.47
Our estimated budget figures show that our parish
offertory collection needs to be at or above
$5,300.00 each week to meet all of our financial
obligations. We will be publishing in the bulletin
where we stand financially so you can see when help
is needed.

Budget goal ……………………………. $5,300.00
Offertory this week……………………….. 3,839.00
Under goal ………………………………. $1,461.00
September Second Collections
September 24th & 25th ~ Heat & Eat Fund

October Second Collections
October 1st & 2nd ~ Care & Education of Priests
October 8th & 9th ~ Building & Maintenance
October 22nd & 23rd ~ World Mission Sunday
October 29th & 30th ~ Heat & Eat Fund

Thank you for your generosity!
Word of Life:
Life “When we stand before Jesus
crucified, we see the depth of his love which
exalts and sustains us, but at the same time, unless
we are blind, we begin to realize that Jesus’ gaze,
burning with love, expands to embrace all
people.”
~ Pope Francis, Evangelii gaudium, no. 268
© 2013 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with Permission

Patron of the Week

Ottaviani Optometry
Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS
Roast Beef Dinner
Friday, October 7th, 2016
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore
4:00 – 7:00 PM
Come on out and let the Knights do the
cooking!

Liturgical Ministers for October 1st & 2nd
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

D. Homer, J. Lambert, R. Tourscher
H. Clark, J. Doyle
J. Tourscher, T. Hembury, D. Fite

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

D. Lambert
R. Gumble
J. Fite, J. Wheeler

Lectors

Altar Servers
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

R. Thomas
Z. & S. Pedro

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

C. & C. A. Gindele
R. Hope
T. & M. Dailey, J. Rouse

Greeters

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and take
away all my worries; and please watch over and
heal my family. Heavenly Father, hold our troops
in Your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless
acts they perform for us in this, our time of need.
These things I humbly ask in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams

Pastoral Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 27th
7:00 PM
St. Francis of Assisi Rectory, Mildred
Gardeners Wanted!
Do you love flowers? Do you like to garden? St.
Francis of Assisi Church in Mildred needs you! We
have 7 flower beds that need some tender loving
care. You can plant a bed in memory of family
members, a parish organization or mission Church
can plant a bed. A plaque with the name of the
family or group will be placed in the bed. Please
contact the parish office for more information.

AURIESVILLE PILGRIMAGE
Come join Fr. Bert Kozen and parishioners of
Immaculate Conception Church on a pilgrimage to
the shrine of the North American Martyrs
in Auriesville, New York on Friday, October
14. We will be picked up by bus at 7:15 AM at St.
Basil’s Church in Dushore. We will then head
to Auriesville arriving around noon. After arriving
we will celebrate Mass in the Coliseum. You will
then have free time to visit the museum, gift shop
and the beautiful grounds that encompass the sacred
site where three French Jesuits gave their lives as
witness to the faith in the early 1600s. Departure
will be at 6:00 p.m. with a stop in Endicott, NY
(Red Lobster & Olive Garden) for supper. Arrival
back in Dushore will be around 10:00 p.m. The
cost for the trip is $50.00 per person made payable
to Immaculate Conception Church.
More
information on the shrine will be given to the
participants of the pilgrimage and can also be found
through the internet. The cost for the trip is for the
bus cost only. You will be responsible to buy your
own supper. To sign up please call the Immaculate
Conception
parish
office, 570-745-3301 by
Monday, October 3 if you are interested
Know Someone Interested in Becoming a
Catholic?
These lazy and often hazy days of summer
afford each of us the opportunity to contact
those persons whom we know have shown
interest in learning about the Catholic faith. By
reason of our baptism into Christ, each of us
is obligated to reach out in God’s name.
Help awaken the seed of faith in others!
Encourage them to become part of The
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish RCIA Program
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). It is a
process designed for adults who have heard
God’s word and seek to enter more deeply into
the way of faith of the Catholic Church.
For more information please contact Donn
Tourscher at 928-9361 or the parish office at
928-8865.

Altar & Rosary Society News
PLEASE NOTE: We are now meeting on
Saturday mornings at Pam’s restaurant
Dushore. Our next meeting will be Oct
8th at 9 am for breakfast. We hope this
change accommodates more participation.

JOIN THE CHOIR, THURSDAYS AT
6:30P.M. MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO
THE LORD!
Fall is in the air! And so is the sound of
PRAISE! Choir rehearsals are being held in
St. Basil’s Church on Thursdays at 6:30
P.M. Already a member? Ask a friend to come
sing with you! If you are not a member, but
you like to sing -- do people regular turn to
you after Mass and complement your
singing? Do you remember your high school
choir with fondness? Were you in the parish
choir in the past? There is room for
you! Please consider the ministry of music as
your offering and participation in the Mass
and call me with any questions. I look
forward to hearing from you and seeing our
returning members soon! Blessings and peace
in the Lord, Deb Rojas, Director of Liturgical
Music, 617-633-6084

Religious Ed Teachers/Aide Needed
The IHM Religious Education Program needs to
fill the following positions for the 2016-2017
school year:
First Grade Teacher (every other week)
Sixth Grade Teacher
If you are interested in sharing the faith with
children, please contact Kathleen Clark, DRE at
hayes.clark@frontiernet.net or Diane Fowler at
the Parish Office, 570-928-8865.

2016 DIOCESAN CONGRESS
“REVOLUTION OF TENDERNESS”

PARISH LIFE
AND

MINISTRY
FORMATION
“Serving one another by supporting our parish
communities.”
Our Catholic life begins and ends in the Parish
because a Parish is the gathering of God’s faithful
people. Today, more than ever, we must connect
with our fellow parishioners, reinforcing our faith and
keeping it vital for the next generation of Catholics. It
is crucial that we foster a rich parish life, where
neighbors, families and friends come together in the
spirit of Catholic fellowship. The Office for Parish Life
assists in all aspects of Liturgy and Worship, Service
and Social Concerns, Community and Family
Development. Your gifts fund such programs as
networking and training for Youth Ministry Leaders,
Directors of Religious Education, Music and Liturgical
Ministry, Bereavement Support, Social Concerns and
Parish Councils.

National Life Chain
Sunday, October 2, 2016
On Sunday, October 2, 2016, throughout the
United States and Canada, National Life Chain
Sunday will again draw church congregations to
their local sidewalks for prayer. The mission, now
in its 29th year (the sixth year for our parish), will
focus our minds on the at-risk pre-born children
and will join our hearts in prayer for an end to the
horror of abortion. Please join us for ONE HOUR
to silently give voice to the unborn. We may never
know if we have made a difference and saved even
one life, but we all know that when we touch the
face of God he will remember that we stood silently
in prayer for his children.
Our prayer chain is scheduled from 2 to 3 PM on
Sunday, October 2nd at the four corners of
Dushore. Please consider joining us for one hour
to stand for the right to life. For more information
please contact the parish office or call Bill & Janet
Hawke at 570-478-2625. Signs will be provided.

Congratulations to the winners of the Bazaar Raffle!
Week 1
$25.00
Carl Wagner
$25.00
Dawn Lambert
$15.00
James Walsh
$15.00
John & Nancy
Booterbaugh
$10.00
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Obert
Week 2
$25.00
Rose Sdarbella
$25.00
Jim Lambert
$15.00
Joellen Kule
$15.00
Linda Patson
$10.00
Ronda Farrell

Bazaar Meeting ~ There will be a Bazaar meeting
on Thursday, September 29th at 6:30 PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Rectory, Mildred.
Healing Mass ~ Monday, October 17, 2016
Msgr. John Esseff will celebrate a Healing Mass
hosted at St. Mary’s of the Assumption Church, Route
6, Wyalusing on Monday, October 17th. Confessions
will be heard at 6 PM, promptly followed by the Mass
of Healing at 7 PM.
Msgr. Esseff is a Roman Catholic priest of Lebanese
descent based in the Diocese of Scranton. Among his
many assignments during his years of service, Msgr.
was a spiritual director and confessor to Saint Mother
Teresa and now assists in the direction for the Lay
Missionaries as well as a retreat master for the
Missionaries of Charity around the world. He met
Padre Pio who became a spiritual father to him. He is
a worldwide retreat master of healing and
discernment as well as the former director of the
Enthronement Apostolate in Scranton.
He remains today as the spiritual director to many
priests, seminarians, deacons, and laity from across
the world and a sought after retreat master and
conference speaker. For more information, please
contact Marilyn Burke at 570-746-1280.

