The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
October 16th, 2016 ~ Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are leaving the parish, please notify
the office before you leave). Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Twenty-ninth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Sunday, October 16th, 2016
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Exodus 17:8-13
Amalek and his people attacked the Israelites, so
Moses instructed Joshua to lead some of the Israelites
into battle the next day. While Moses kept his hands
raised in prayer, the Israelites were winning. But
when he put his hands down, they would begin to
lose. So two others helped him keep his hands raised,
and Joshua and the Israelites won the battle.
Responsorial Psalm: 121
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:2
Paul tells Timothy that the Scriptures are inspired by
God and are an excellent tool in teaching others about
God’s expectations of his people. Knowledge of the
Scriptures, coupled with faith in Jesus, will lead many
people to salvation. Paul urges Timothy to continue
preaching the gospel, although this will sometimes be
a difficult task.
Gospel: Luke 18:1-8
Jesus speaks about a corrupt judge who lacked
respect for either God or man. A widow repeatedly
asked him to settle a case in her favor. He finally
settled the case, only because he grew weary of
listening to her requests. Jesus points out that if even
this corrupt judge eventually listened, then God, who
is just, will certainly answer the pleas of his people.

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Everlasting Arms
There are two themes in Sunday’s readings. One
is, “Do not get tired when you are praying.” The
other is, “But when you do, there will be support.”
Jesus himself announces the non-tiredness rule.
“Pray always without becoming weary,” he says in
the Gospel. Yet most of us have experienced at least
drowsiness if we are one of those who try to pray.
Let us look. In the First Reading, Moses’ brother

Aaron and a man called Hur stand boldly with Moses
on the top of a hill where they can see Israel’s war of
resistance against the attacking Amalekites. In order
to assure victory in the battle, Moses holds out his
arms over the strife, grasping the “staff of God.” He
has to continue holding them straight out until the
combat is completely done, because whenever he
lowers his arms the enemy starts to win. Well, this
battle goes on for a very long time. Aaron and Hur
decide to support these arms, one man on each side,
and they locate a rock for Moses to sit on.
When I was an altar boy I learned a bit about this
by (thoughtlessly) holding the book out with extended
arms for Father to read from. I just wasn’t thinking!
“Please, please read faster,” my arms began to
scream.
Then in the Gospel, Jesus tells a parable to
illustrate why we should never grow tired of praying,
but should keep on asking for things. Notice that
this is the same Jesus who can be interpreted as
giving up on prayer when he went to the cross!
The parable is about an unjust judge and a widow
who appears before him and will not stop pleading
her cause. With very little to lose, the widow shows
up at court every single day and demands justice for
herself from the bored judge. After a while the judge
says to himself, if I don’t do something this woman
will just keep bothering me. I give up. I will rule in
her favor.
The point is clear: won’t God – who certainly is
not bored – make sure we have what we need? Yes.
But as noted above, no one supported Jesus when his
arms opened on the cross! He spread them wide,
became weary unto death and at one point was no
longer able to sense any presence of God whatsoever!
Did he still pray without ceasing? How about
“Father, why have you abandoned me?” This is
perhaps the most riveting prayer in history.
Maybe you and I must pray that prayer in these
latter days! After all, Jesus on the cross showed
Teresa how to become Saint Mother Teresa even
though she went so many years without consolation!
So God’s love was strong enough to bring Jesus
through (and Mother), when every assurance had
been taken away. Jesus stretched out his arms in the
medieval position of prayer (arms lifted wide to God)
and won great victory just as Moses and Joshua had.
He opens his arms to you and me today. We can
fall into them when we ourselves are so very weary
and discouraged, if we will. As Moses foretold, “The
eternal God is your refuge. Underneath are the
everlasting arms (Dt 33:27).”
You can trust these words.
~John Foley, SJ

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, October 15
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Anita Sysock by Dee & Ron Kulsicavage
Sunday, October 16
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Virginia Fitzgerald by the family
Monday, October 17
9:00 AM Dushore Edward & Frances Burke Kelly by Edward
M. Kelly
Tuesday, October 18
9:00 AM Mildred Bill Koslosky by Tillie Houseknecht
Thursday, October 20
9:00 AM Mildred Edward J. Fitzgerald III by Rosemary Finan
10:30 AM Darway Florence Campbell by John & Dawn
Lambert
Friday, October 21
9:00 AM Dushore Mr. & Mrs. Martin Richlin by Sylvia Richlin
Saturday, October 22
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People
Sunday, October 16
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Rose M. Gumble by the family
9:30 AM Dushore Patricia Finan Hill by St. Basil’s Class of
1957
DAILY READINGS
Monday ~ Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop, Martyr
Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100; Lk 12:13-21
Tuesday ~ SAINT LUKE, EVANGELIST
2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145; Lk 10:1-9
Wednesday ~ Saints John de Brebeuf and Isaac
Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs
Eph 3:2-12; (Ps) Is 12:2-3; Lk 12:39-48
Thursday ~ Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest
Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33; Lk 12:49-53
Friday
Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24; Lk 12:54-59
Saturday ~ Saint John Paul II, Pope
Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122; Lk 13:1-9
Sunday ~ THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sir 35:12-14,16-18; Ps 34; 2 Tm 4:6-8,16-18; Lk 18:9-14

Confirmation Classes will be held every other
Sunday evening from 5:00 to 6:30 PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Rectory. The next class will be
on Sunday, October 16th.

The flowers in St. Basil’s Church this
weekend are in loving memory of Paul and
Virginia Fitzgerald by the family.

From a sermon by Saint Bernard, abbot
He has given his angels charge over you to
guard you in all your ways. Let them thank the
Lord for his mercy; his wonderful works are for the
children of men. Let them give thanks and say
among the nations, the Lord has done great things
for them. O Lord, what is man that you have made
yourself known to him, or why do you incline your
heart to him? And you do incline your heart to
him; you show him your care and your concern.
Finally, you send your only Son and the grace of
your Spirit, and promise him a vision of your
countenance. And so, that nothing in heaven
should be wanting in your concern for us, you
send those blessed spirits to serve us, assigning
them as our guardians and our teachers.
He has given his angels charge over you to
guard you in all your ways. These words should
fill you with respect, inspire devotion, and instill
confidence; respect for the presence of angels,
devotion because of their loving service, and
confidence because of their protection. And so the
angels are here; they are at your side, they are with
you, present on your behalf. They are here to
protect you and to serve you. But even if it is God
who has given them this charge, we must
nonetheless be grateful to them for the great love
with which they obey and come to help us in our
great need.
So let us be devoted and grateful to such great
protectors; let us return their love and honor them
as much as we can and should. Yet all our love
and honor must go to him, for it is from him that
they receive all that makes them worthy of our
love and respect.
We should then, my brothers, show our
affection for the angels, for one day they will be
our coheirs just as here below they are our
guardians and trustees appointed and set over us
by the Father. We are God’s children although it
does not seem so, because we are still but small
children under guardians and trustees, and for the
present little better than slaves.
Even though we are children and have a long, a
very long and dangerous way to go, with such
protectors what have we to fear? They who keep
us in all our ways cannot be overpowered or led
astray, much less lead us astray. They are loyal,
prudent, powerful. Why then are we afraid? We
have only to follow them, stay close to them, and
we shall dwell under the protection of God’s
heaven.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
th

th

October 8 & 9 , 2016
$3,928.16
Building & Maintenance

$820.03
October Second Collections
October 22nd & 23rd ~ World Mission Sunday
October 29th & 30th ~ Heat & Eat Fund

Thank you for your generosity!
Word of Life:
Life “Pope Francis stresses, ‘We are
speaking of an attitude of the heart, one which
approaches life with serene attentiveness, which
is capable of being fully present to someone
without thinking of what comes next’ (LS 226).”
~ “Serene Attentiveness to God’s Creation”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

Patron of the Week

Rocky Forest Real Estate
Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.
Know Someone Interested in Becoming a
Catholic?

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
We will soon begin the first stage of the RCIA
process, the Inquiry Period. If you are an adult
who has no religious affiliation and desires to
become Catholic please contact Donn Tourscher
at 928-9361 or the rectory, 928-8865. The
Inquiry Period is so named because the
participants are asking questions about the
Catholic Faith. We also invite to these Inquiry
sessions individuals who have been Baptized but
not catechized, that is, have not received the
Sacraments
of
Holy
Eucharist
and/or
Confirmation. The RCIA process culminates
when we receive these men and women into the
Catholic Faith during the Easter Vigil.

Bloodmobile
Monday, October 24th
St. Basil’s Hall
1:00 – 6:00 PM
Give the gift of life ~
give blood

Liturgical Ministers for October 22nd & 23rd
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

J. Hatch, T. Finan, T. Karaban
K. Bohensky, J. Walsh
J. Tourscher, T. Hembury, J. Hawke

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

N. Henne
S. Moyer
J. Fite, P. Wylie

Lectors

Altar Servers
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

R. Thomas
B. Tewell, C. Minier

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 AM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

C. & C. A. Gindele
R. Hope
T. & M. Dailey, J. Rouse

Greeters

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in this, our time of need. These things I
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams

Gardeners Wanted!
Do you love flowers? Do you like to garden?
St. Francis of Assisi Church in Mildred needs
you! We have 7 flower beds that need some
tender loving care. You can plant a bed in
memory of family members, a parish
organization or mission Church can plant a
bed. A plaque with the name of the family or
group will be placed in the bed. Please contact
the parish office for more information.

Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner
Friday, October 21st, 2016
at St. Basil’s Hall ~ 4 – 7 pm
Adults ~ $8
6 to 12 ~ $4
Under 6 ~ FREE
Today is In-Pew Commitment Weekend
Thank you to those who have already joined us in
“Living Faith, Serving with Mercy,” by making a
pledge to the Diocesan Annual Appeal. On behalf
of all who benefit from your gifts, Bishop Joseph
Bambera extends his sincere gratitude to everyone
who has already made a pledge to the 2016
Diocesan Annual Appeal. Each gift truly matters. If
you have not yet made your gift, and need a pledge
envelope, envelopes will be distributed at Masses
today. Packets are also available by calling the
Diocesan Development Office at 570-207-2250, or
on-line at www.DioceseofScranton.org.
Everyone at Mass will be asked to complete the
pledge form, whether or not they have made a
pledge or intend to pledge. (Note: If you have
already made a pledge or gift, please check the
appropriate box on the envelope and go no further.
Do not indicate the dollar amount of a gift or
pledge you have already made). You are also
invited to list your personal prayer intentions on
the inside pledge form and to attend a special Mass
of Thanksgiving to be held at St. Peter’s Cathedral,
Scranton, on Sunday, November 20 at 10:00 AM.
Your intention will be remembered at this Mass
celebrated by Bishop Joseph C. Bambera. Prayer
intentions are welcome whether or not you make a
gift to the Diocesan Annual Appeal. Thank you.
Appeal Update for IHM Parish
Your gifts support the following ministries made
possible by the Diocesan Annual Appeal.
≈ Catholic Social Services and Parish Outreach
≈ Catholic Education in Schools and Parishes
≈ Clergy Formation, Education and Support
≈ Parish Life and Ministry Formation
≈ Catholic Media and Communication
Appeal Update:
Our Parish Goal: $41,000.00
Total Raised: $21,010.00
Percentage of Goal Pledged
16.88% (79 out of 468 people pledged)

Workers are needed, if you’re interested please
call Diane at 570-928-9621 or
Grace at 570-924-4163
Desserts are needed for the dinner
A Note of Thanks …
Dear Friends at Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Your generosity is overwhelming.
I can
scarcely express my thanks for the farewell gifts
and cards I received two weeks ago. Without the
assistance of the parish, the 400-mile move to
central Virginia would have been nearly
impossible in my circumstances.
I especially wish to thank Father Rojas, the
Altar & Rosary Society, the Knights of Columbus,
Martina Denmon and family, Tracey Hope and
family, Jean Hope, Barbara Muller, Mary Lou
Klem, Melanie and Jim Lambert, Kat Clark, Joan
Doyle, my dear friends Diane Fowler, Candy
Rexer, Rocky Finan, Greg, June, Nicholas and
Christian Werner, and all at St. Basil’s and St.
Francis (especially the cantors and Ronda
Farrell) with whom I have had the privilege of
worshipping and working over the past decade.
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish is
constantly in my prayers.
May God bless you, Carolyn Hume

World Mission Sunday ~ October 23rd, 2016
“Mercy Changes the World”
Next week, we will celebrate World Mission
Sunday. Its theme this year is “Mercy Changes
the World.” Pope Francis invites the entire
Church to support the young mission dioceses in
Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin
America and Europe, where priests, religious, and
lay leaders serve some of the poorest of the poor.
Please keep the Missions in your prayers and be
generous in next week’s collection for the Society
of the Propagation of the Faith.

The Sanctuary Candle in St. Francis of
Assisi Church is burning in loving
memory of Rose M. Gumble by the family.

24th Annual Night at the Races
Friday, November 18th, 2016
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore

Sandwich Buffet: 5:45 PM
Post Time: 6:45 PM
A Sandwich Buffet will be served
starting at 6:00 PM, and the first
of
ten races will begin with a 6:45 PM
“Post Time.” You can “Buy A Horse(s)” for
$10.00, and if your horse wins a race you
gain a $50.00 prize. For more information
and tickets please contact Dean Homer, Bob
Getz, Bob Hurley, Jerry McMahon, Jim Souto,
Nathan Chase, Mark Evangelisti, Martina
Denmon or John Shoemaker. Special 1 , 5
&10 Races $100 a Horse ($500 prize). Call
928-8932
or
email
pdean@homerfuneralhome.com to reserve
your horse. Please be sure to name your
horses and mail you check, payable to IHM
Parish, to P. Dean Homer, P O Box 1,
Dushore, PA 18614-0001, (570) 928-8932.
st

th

Congratulations to the following winners of the
IHM Bazaar Raffle!
Week 7
$25.00
$25.00
$15.00
$15.00
$10.00

Harold Fenton
Katie Shoemaker
Yvonne Evangelisti
Rita Everling
Gil Pedro
Week 8

$25.00
$25.00
$15.00
$15.00
$10.00

Bob Parks
Linda Tourscher
Arno Serafini
Denny Fries
Leo Lambert

th

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Fall
Bazaar
Sunday, November 6th
The Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish Fall Bazaar will be held
on Sunday, November 6th,
in St. Francis Hall in
Mildred from 12:00 to
5:00 PM.
Theme
baskets are available at the back of the
churches. Be sure to take one and stuff it full
of items you would like, such as children’s
toys, pet supplies, art supplies, etc. Return the
baskets to the Parish Office in Mildred or to St.
Basil’s Church by November 1st.
Donations Needed
Baked Goods – We need pies, cakes, cookies,
cupcakes, fudge, breads, etc., for the bake sale.
Christmas Store – Christmas items that are in
good condition to be sold at the store.
New Items – New craft items, hunting clothes,
winter wreaths, fall and winter center pieces,
etc. to be chanced off throughout the day.
Food Baskets – Items for our food baskets,
canned vegetables, fruit, coffee, cereal, etc.
Helpers Needed – If anyone is willing to help
in any way, please call 570-928-8730 or 570-9288276. Thank you for your help.
~The Bazaar Committee
Religious Ed Teachers/Aide Needed
The IHM Religious Education Program needs to
fill the following positions for the 2016-2017
school year:
First Grade Teacher (every other week)
Sixth Grade Teacher
If you are interested in sharing the faith with
children, please contact Kathleen Clark, DRE at
hayes.clark@frontiernet.net or Diane Fowler at
the Parish Office, 570-928-8865.

