
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

 

         St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
Or by appointment 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish  
October 23rd, 2016 ~ Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are leaving the parish, please notify 
the office before you leave).  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Thirtieth Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time 
 

 

Sunday, October 23rd, 2016 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18 
God is just and does not show favoritism, but hears 
the prayers of everyone.  Anyone who serves God, no 
matter how lowly his position here on earth, will be 
heard and answered. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 34 
 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Paul writes to Timothy that he thinks his mission is 
near the end and he is glad his faith is still strong.  
Paul hopes that all nations will hear the gospel.  But if 
he is executed as he anticipates, he is sure he will love 
forever in heaven. 
 

Gospel: Luke 18:9-14 
Jesus tells a parable about a Pharisee who went to the 
temple and offered up a prayer of thanks because he 
was not a sinner like the tax collector, who was also 
there to pray.  The tax collector was far more humble, 
acknowledging his sins and asking forgiveness for 
them.  Jesus said the tax collector’s prayer would be 
heard because, “Everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, while he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 
 

Host Families Needed  
Host families are needed to host 2 to 3 children and 
1 adult who will be staying in the area on the 
weekend of November 20th & 21st.  The children are 
members of the Watoto Children’s Choir.  Watoto 
Children’s Choirs have travelled extensively since 
1994, sharing a message of hope for Africa’s 
orphans and widows. To date, the choir has toured 
six continents and performed to enthralled 
audiences in schools, retirement homes, churches, 
parliaments, state houses, and royal palaces.  
Watoto will be here to perform for the Sullivan 
County Ministerium’s Thanksgiving Ecumenical 
Service, which will be held on Sunday, November 
21st at 3:30 PM at the Sullivan County High School 
in Laporte.  If you are interested in being a host 
family, please contact the parish office. 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The Worst Kind of Pride 

     In the Gospel Reading, Jesus tells a parable about 
a Pharisee and a tax collector in order to teach a 
lesson about pride.  As Jesus tells the parable, the 
Pharisee is not pleasing to God; the tax collector is. 
     In the parable, what the Pharisee says in his 
prayer is this:  “I thank you, God, that I am not like 
the rest of humanity – greedy, dishonest, adulterous 
– or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week, 
and I pay tithes on my whole income.” 
     The tax collector just prays for God to have mercy 
on him, a sinful man. 
     Now what exactly is wrong with the Pharisee’s 
prayer? 
     Notice that the parable doesn’t doubt the 
Pharisee’s truthfulness:  he does have real moral 
excellence.  And notice too that the Pharisee doesn’t 
congratulate himself on this moral excellence in 
himself.  He thanks God for it; he gives God all the 
credit for it. 
     So what exactly is wrong with this Pharisee? 
     Think about it this way.  Aquinas says that there 
are four kinds of pride. 
     There’s foolish pride.  You think you have an 
excellence which you don’t have, like a child who 
thinks he’s the best basketball player in the world. 
     There’s the pride of the self-made man.  You think 
you have an excellence you do have, but you think 
you got that excellence for yourself, without 
anybody’s help. 
     There’s the sneakily self-congratulatory pride.  
You think you have an excellence you do have, and 
you recognize that God gave it to you; but you 
assume God gave it to you because he knew that you 
would make such good use of it. 
     And then there’s the most self-deceptive kind of 
pride.  You think you have an excellence you do 
have, and you recognize that you have it because God 
gave it, and you acknowledge that God gave it 
because he is so good, not because you are so nice --- 
BUT you are glad others don’t have it and you hope 
they don’t get it.   
     Now we see what is wrong with the Pharisee, don’t 
we?  He accepts that his excellence is a gift from the 
Lord.  He just doesn’t want anybody else to have 
what he has.  He likes looking down on that tax 
collector.  And that is the worst kind of pride. 
     True humility is seeing that every excellence you 
have is a gift from your loving Lord and is given to 
you so that you can share it with others in love and 
rejoice with them when they have it too. 

~Eleonore Stump 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, October 22 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People 
Sunday, October 23 
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Rose M. Gumble by the family 
9:30 AM Dushore Patricia Finan Hill by St. Basil’s Class of  
  1957 
Monday, October 24 
9:00 AM Dushore John Cosgrove by Maureen Cosgrove 
Tuesday, October 25 
9:00 AM Mildred Bill Koslosky by Tillie Houseknecht  
Wednesday, October 26 
9:00 AM Dushore Thomas J. Fritsch by Greg, Veronica,  
  Garrett & Levi Seymour 
Thursday, October 27 
9:00 AM Mildred Edward J. Fitzgerald III by Rosemary Finan 
Saturday, October 29 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Amy McKernan Frederick by Marie, Willie  
  & Jim 
Sunday, October 30 
6:45 – 7:00 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People  
9:30 AM Dushore Frank Mucha by Teresa Mucha 

 
DAILY READINGS 

Monday ~ Saint Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop 
Eph 4:32 – 5:8; Ps 1; Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday 
Eph 5:21-33; Ps 128; Lk 13:18-21 

Wednedsay 
Eph 6:1-9; Ps 145; Lk 13:22-30 

Thursday 
Eph 6:10-20; Ps 144; Lk 13:31-35 

Friday ~ SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES 
Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19; Lk 6:12-16 

Saturday  
Phil 1:18b-26; Ps 42; Lk 14:1,7-11 

Sunday ~ THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Wis 11:22 – 12:2; Ps 145; 2 Thes 1:11—2:2; Lk 19:1-10 

 

Seasonal Choir rehearsals will be held on 
Sunday mornings from 10:30 to 11:15 AM 
beginning this Sunday morning, October 
23rd.  We will be rehearsing for the 
Christmas Season.  Come join us! 

 

Thank You! 

Thank you to Scott Hope and Kody Wells for 

replacing the shingles on St. Basil’s Church roof. 

From a letter to Proba by St. Augustine, bishop 
Let us exercise our desire in prayer 

     Why, in our fear of not praying as we should, 

do we turn to so many things to find what we 

should pray for?  Why do we not say instead, in 

the words of the psalm:  I have asked one thing 

from the Lord, this is what I will seek:  to dwell 

in the Lord’s house all the days of my life, to see 

the graciousness of the Lord, and to visit his 

temple.  There, the days do not come and go in 

succession, and the beginning of one day does 

not mean the end of another; all days are one, 

simultaneously and without end, and the life 

lived out in these days has itself no end. 

     So that we might obtain this life of happiness, 

he who is true life itself taught us to pray, not in 

many words as though speaking longer could 

gain us a hearing.  After all, we pray to one who, 

as the Lord himself tells us, knows what we need 

before we ask for it. 

     Why he should ask us to pray, when he 

knows what we need before we ask him, may 

perplex us if we do not realize that our Lord and 

God does not want to know what we want (for 

he cannot fail to know it) but wants us rather to 

exercise our desire through our prayers, so that 

we may be able to receive what he is preparing 

to give us.  His gift is very great indeed, but our 

capacity is too small and limited to receive it.  

That is why we are told:  Enlarge your desires, 

do not bear the yoke with unbelievers. 

     The deeper our faith, the stronger our hope, 

the greater our desire, the larger will be our 

capacity to receive that gift, which is very great 

indeed.  No eye has seen it, it has no color.  No 

ear has heard it; it has no sound.  It has not 

entered man’s heart; man’s heart must enter into 

it. 

     In this faith, hope and love we pray always 

with unwearied desire.  However, at set times 

and seasons we also pray to God in words, so 

that by these signs we may instruct ourselves and 

mark the progress we have made in our desire, 

and spur ourselves on to deepen it.  The more 

fervent the desire, the more worthy will be its 

fruit.  When the Apostle tells us:  Pray without 

ceasing, he means this:  Desire unceasingly that 

life of happiness which is nothing if not eternal, 

and ask it of him who alone is able to give it. 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

October 15th & 16th, 2016 

$5,348.40 
Fuel 

$827.10 
October Second Collections 

October 22nd & 23rd ~ World Mission Sunday 

October 29th & 30th ~ Victims of Hurricane Matthew 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Word of LifeWord of LifeWord of LifeWord of Life:  “The dying process is a sacred time 

– a final season to seek closure in this life and 

prepare for the next in the hope of sharing in 

Christ’s Resurrection.” 
~ “Caring for Loved Ones at Life’s End” 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
 

Patron of the Week  

Spako Tree Service 

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
We will soon begin the first stage of the 

RCIA process, the Inquiry Period.  If you are 
an adult who has no religious affiliation and 

desires to become Catholic please contact 
Donn Tourscher at 928-9361 or the rectory, 

928-8865.  The Inquiry Period is so named 

because the participants are asking questions 
about the Catholic Faith.  We also invite to 

these Inquiry sessions individuals who have 
been Baptized but not catechized, that is, 

have not received the Sacraments of Holy 
Eucharist and/or Confirmation.  The RCIA 

process culminates when we receive these 
men and women into the Catholic Faith 

during the Easter Vigil.   
 

 

Bloodmobile 
Monday, October 24th   

St. Basil’s Hall   

1:00 – 6:00 PM 

Give the gift of life ~  

give blood 

 

Liturgical Ministers for October 29th & 30th         
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    D. Homer, J. Lambert, R. Tourscher 

     7:30 AM Mildred     H. Clark, J. Doyle 
     9:30 AM Dushore    J. & D. McDonough 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    K. Homer   
     7:30 AM Mildred     R. Gumble  

     9:30 AM Dushore    J. Lambert, J. Wheeler 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore    Z. & S. Pedro  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore    C. & C. A. Gindele 
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Hope 

     9:30 AM Dushore    T. & M. Dailey, J. Rouse 

 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald 

145 Kings Highway; Apt 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 
 

Confirmation Classes will be held every other 

Sunday evening from 5:00 to 6:30 PM in St. 

Francis of Assisi Rectory.  The next class will be 

on Sunday, October 30th.  
 

 

The Sanctuary Candle in St. Francis of 
Assisi Church is burning in loving 
memory of Rose M. Gumble  

by the family. 
 



Tuesday, November 1st is the feast 
of All Saints. This is a holyday of 
obligation. The Mass schedule for the 
holyday is as follows:  
Monday, October 31st – Vigil 

7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Dushore 

Tuesday, November 1st – All Saints 

9:00 AM – St. Francis, Mildred 

7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Dushore 
 

All Souls Day ~ November 2nd  
     In your envelope packet you will find an 
envelope for All Souls Day.  The Mass intentions 
for All Souls Day will be the names written on 
these envelopes.  Please fill them in, place 
whatever offering you wish inside the envelope 
and return it in any of the collections.   
The Book of the Dead (names of deceased loved 
ones) will be in both churches during the month 
of November.  All are invited to write the names 
of any deceased loved ones, family and friends in 
the respective pages of 2016.   
 

Memorial Mass of Light 
On Wednesday, November 2nd, All Souls Day, 
a Memorial Mass of Light will be held at 7:00 
PM in St. Basil’s Church, celebrating the life of 
each of our parishioners who have died and 
have had a Mass of Christian Burial at St. 
Basil’s or St. Francis during the past year.  A 
devotional candle will be lit in their memory 
and their names will be read during the 
Liturgy.  All family members are encouraged 
to attend this special Mass. 

 

World Mission Sunday ~ October 23World Mission Sunday ~ October 23World Mission Sunday ~ October 23World Mission Sunday ~ October 23rdrdrdrd, 2016, 2016, 2016, 2016    
Today is World Mission Sunday!  In announcing 

his decision to declare a Holy Year of Mercy, Pope 
Francis said, “Dear brothers and sisters, I have 
often thought about how the Church might make 
clear its mission of being a witness to mercy.”  

Supporting the young churches throughout the 
world with your prayers and generous gifts is 
indeed a merciful witness of this mission.  The 

collection today will help missionaries offer the 
poor of these areas practical help as they share the 
mercy of God.  It will ensure the development of 

local dioceses, and support the work of priests, 
religious and lay leaders who serve those on the 
margins and in most need.  Extend your merciful 

witness to the whole world through your gift in 
today’s collection for the Society for the 

Propagation 
of the Faith! 

Catholic 

Education in 

Our Schools 

and 

Parishes: 

 

“Educating the future generations of the faithful.” 

Shaping the next generation of the faithful through 

a Catholic education in our schools and parishes is 

an essential mission of the Diocese of Scranton.  

Last year, more than 5,100 elementary, middle, 

and high school students benefitted from the 

academic programs and spiritual guidance offered 

by our Catholic Schools.  More than 15,000 children 

received religious education in parish-based 

programs, instilling in them an intimate knowledge 

of the faith and the love of God, and fostering a 

desire to serve one another. 

 

Appeal Update: 

Our Parish Goal: $41,000 
Total Raised: $23,995 

Percentage of Goal Pledged  

20.09% (94 out of 468 people pledged) 

 
Anointing of the Sick:  The Anointing of the 

Sick within Mass will be held on Sunday, 

October 30th at 2:00 PM at Sts. Peter & Paul 

Church, 106 Third Street, Towanda.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity for those who are 

elderly, infirm, suffering health or mental 

problems whether acute or chronic, or who just 

need a special blessing.  Attending this Mass 

will fulfill your Sunday obligation.  If you or 

someone you know needs this special anointing, 

please come join us.  A social hour with 

refreshments will follow in Grotto Hall.  For 

additional information or directions, please call 

Bob Pyznar at 570-297-2586 or the parish 

office at 570-265-2113. 
 

The Saint Gertrude Prayer for the Holy Souls in 

Purgatory will be recited daily beginning 

November 1st and continuing throughout the 

month.  Pamphlets for this powerful prayer are 

in the entrance of each church.   
 



24th Annual Night at the Races 
Friday, November 18th, 2016 
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore 

 Sandwich Buffet: 5:45 PM   
Post Time: 6:45 PM 

  A Sandwich Buffet will be served 
starting at 6:00 PM, and the first 

of ten races will begin with a 6:45 PM 
“Post Time.” You can “Buy A Horse(s)” for 
$10.00, and if your horse wins a race you 
gain a $50.00 prize. For more information 
and tickets please contact Dean Homer, Bob 
Getz, Bob Hurley, Jerry McMahon, Jim Souto, 
Nathan Chase, Mark Evangelisti, Martina 
Denmon or John Shoemaker.  Special 1st, 5th 
&10th Races $100 a Horse ($500 prize).  Call 
928-8932 or email 
pdean@homerfuneralhome.com to reserve 
your horse. Please be sure to name your 
horses and mail you check, payable to IHM 
Parish, to P. Dean Homer, P O Box 1, 
Dushore, PA   18614-0001, (570) 928-8932. 

 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the following winners of the 
IHM Bazaar Raffle! 

    

Week Week Week Week 9999    
          $25.00   Dorothy Bowers 
          $25.00   Tillie Houseknecht  
          $15.00   William Charnitski   
          $15.00   Keller McCarty  
          $10.00   Irene McMahon  

Week Week Week Week 10101010    
          $25.00   Barbara Hambley 
          $25.00   Cindy Fitzgerald  
          $15.00   Kathleen Vandine  
          $15.00   Germaine Donahue  
          $10.00   Rena Weisbrod 
 
 
 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish Fall Bazaar  

Sunday, November 6th 
The Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Parish Fall 
Bazaar will be held 

on Sunday, November 6th, in St. Francis 
Hall in Mildred from 12:00 to 5:00 PM.  
Theme baskets are available at the back of 
the churches.  Be sure to take one and stuff 
it full of items you would like, such as 
children’s toys, pet supplies, art supplies, 
etc.  Return the baskets to the Parish Office 
in Mildred or to St. Basil’s Church by 
November 1st.   

Donations Needed 
Baked Goods – We need pies, cakes, cookies, 
cupcakes, fudge, breads, etc., for the bake sale. 
Christmas Store – Christmas items that are in 
good condition to be sold at the store. 
New Items – New craft items, hunting clothes, 
winter wreaths, fall and winter center pieces, 
etc. to be chanced off throughout the day. 
Food Baskets – Items for our food baskets, 
canned vegetables, fruit, coffee, cereal, etc.   
Helpers Needed – If anyone is willing to help 
in any way, please call 570-928-8730 or 570-928-
8276. Thank you for your help.    

~The Bazaar Committee 
 

Coats for Kids 

The Knights of Columbus “Coats for Kids” 

program has coats available for those in need 
of them.  The boys coats are black in sizes 8 

to 18 and the girls are pink in sizes 7 to 16.  
Contact Donn Tourscher at 570-928-9361 or 

Jack Barnosky at 570-928-9272 for more 
information. 
  

 

 



 


