
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 

(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 
 
 
 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish  
December 11th, 2016 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are leaving the parish, please notify 
the office before you leave).  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Third Sunday  
of Advent 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 11th, 2016 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 
Isaiah tells us that when Christ comes the weak 
will be made strong, the deaf will hear, the blind 
will see, and, above all, “sorrow and mourning will 
flee.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 146 
 

Second Reading: James 5:7-10 
As the farmer waits patiently through winter and 
spring for the “yield of the soil” so, too, must we 
wait patiently for the coming of the Messiah. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
While in prison, John sends a messenger to Jesus to 
ask, “Are you He who is to come or do we look for 
another?”  Jesus replies by citing the miracles he has 
performed for the blind, the deaf, and the crippled.  
He concludes by identifying John as the messenger 
He has sent to prepare the way. 

 
DAILY READINGS 

Monday ~ OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Zec 2:14-17; (Ps) Jdt 13:18bc,19; Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday ~ Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 

Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Ps 34; Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday ~ Saint John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor 

of the Church 
Is 45:6b-8,18,21b-25; Ps 85; Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday 
Is 54:1-10; Ps 30; Lk 7:24-30 

Friday 
Is 56:1-3a,6-8; Ps 67; Jn 5:33-36 

Saturday 
Gn 49:2,8-10; PS 72; Mt 1:1-17 

Sunday ~ FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

Third Sunday of Advent 
     There are some very long traffic lights in St. 
Louis.  They change to red just as I drive up.  I 
examine my watch to see how long the proud light 
will wield its power.  Sometimes it stays on for – 
listen to this – a minute and thirty seconds!  Forever!  
I am late and in a hurry and a mechanical device is 
announcing, “No, no, no, you may not go.”  This even 
though there is not traffic whatsoever to stop for. 
     Do I seem impatient?  I admit it.  And I want to 
become patient.  I want it this Advent especially.  I 
want the dry desert and the parched land to exult.  I 
want them to blossom with abundant flowers instead 
of with blood.  Aren’t you impatient for it? 
     I want patience and I want it now! 
     Patience asks, “Do you worry endlessly about the 
future?  Slow down, look around, live.”  This is very 
hard to do in our present time. 
     Jesus was patient.  It was eons (by our time 
measurements) till he was born into the world.  He 
suckled at Mary’s breast till full.  He waited as he was 
gently burped.  And think of his years as a carpenter.  
God’s beloved, making a chair.  And another chair. 
     Mary was patient too.  Her lifelong closeness to 
God, her saying yes, her nine months, her days at his 
side, her place at the cross.  When the angel first 
made the annunciation to her, she did not demand 
guarantees and safety.  She offered trust, not 
ultimatums. 
     We all know reasons why patience should be in 
our lives.  It is a virtue.  It is nice.  Proper people have 
it.  Terrible people don’t.  It is a help to others.  Jesus 
was patient, Mary was patient, God is patient.  Why 
can’t you and I be patient?  It appears that we are 
actually impatient about being patient.   
     Compare my description of the stop light above 
with the following portrayal of a famer from the 
Second Reading:  See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains.  Can you feel the 
difference?  The man tilling the ground is quiet, 
content to wait.  He trusts that when the conditions 
are right his waiting will blossom. 
     I sense something else here, and it helps.  
Humility.  To be humble is to be exactly what you 
are, not something larger or smaller.  It takes time to 
arrive at this position, but it is worth it. 
     Human beings have to become what they really 
and truly are:  small.  By means of waiting we find 
that, tiny as we are we are still offered the gift of 
openness to the real and consoling presence of God.  
No need to dress in fine clothing or live in royal 
palaces.  Jesus asks us to become what we are.  To be 
humble.                                                           ~ John Foley, SJ 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, December 10 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Richard Harney by Marie, Willie & Jim 
Sunday, December 11 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Esperia Stortini by the John Lambert family 
Monday, December 12 
9:00 AM Dushore Thomas J. Fritsch by Robert & Mary Getz 
Wednesday, December 14 
9:00 AM Dushore Joseph Cullen by Joe, Cathy, Pattie, Dick &  
  John Ambs 
Thursday, December 15 
9:00 AM Mildred Jack Charnitski by Dee Dee & family 
10:30 AM Highlands Reverend Edward S. Finn by Fr. Rojas 
Friday, December 16 
9:00 AM Dushore John Cosgrove by Maureen Cosgrove 
Saturday, December 17 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Paul Gavioli by his wife, Ruth 
Sunday, December 18 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Dorothy Riordan by the family 
9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People 

 

Live Nativity – Sunday,  
December 18th 
St. Basil’s Hall 

The Religious Education Classes will be 
celebrating the season of Christmas 

with a Live Nativity in St. Basil’s Hall on 

Sunday, December 18th at 11:00 AM.  All are 
welcome to attend. 

 
 

From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop 
The voice is John, the Word is Christ 

     John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who 
was in the beginning.  John is the voice that lasts for 
a time; from the beginning Christ is the Word who 
lives for ever. 
     Take away the word, the meaning, and what is 
the voice?  Where there is no understanding, there 
is only a meaningless sound.  The voice without 
the word strikes the ear but does not build up the 
heart. 
     However, let us observe what happens when we 
first seek to build up our hearts.  When I think 
about what I am going to say, the word or message 
is already in my heart.  When I want to speak to 
you, I look for a way to share with your heart what 
is already in mine. 

     In my search for a way to let this message reach 
you, so that the word already in my heart may find 
place also in yours, I use my voice to speak to you.  
The sound of my voice brings the meaning of the 
word to you and then passes away.  The word 
which the sound has brought to you is now in your 
heart, and yet it is still also in mine. 
     When the word has been conveyed to you, does 
not the sound seem to say:  The word ought to grow, 
and I should diminish?  The sound of the voice has 
made itself heard in the service of the word, and 
has gone away, as though it were saying:  My joy is 
complete.  Let us hold on to the word; we must not 
lose the word conceived inwardly in our hearts.  
     Do you need proof that the voice passes away 
but the divine Word remains?  Where is John’s 
baptism today?  It served its purpose, and it went 
away.  Now it is Christ’s baptism that we celebrate.  
It is in Christ that we all believe; we hope for 
salvation in him.  This is the message the voice 
cried out.  
     Because it is hard to distinguish word from 
voice, even John himself was thought to be the 
Christ.  The voice was thought to be the word.  But 
the voice acknowledged what it was, anxious not 
to give offense to the word.  I am not the Christ, he 
said, nor Elijah, nor the prophet.  And the question 
came:  Who are you, then?  He replied: I am the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness:  Prepare the way for the 
Lord. 
     The voice of one crying in the wilderness is the voice 
of one breaking the silence.  Prepare the way for the 
Lord, he says, as though he were saying:  “I speak 
out in order to lead him into your hearts, but he 
does not choose to come where I lead him unless 
you prepare the way for him.” 
     To prepare the way means to pray well; it means 
thinking humbly of oneself.  We should take our 
lesson from John the Baptist.  He is thought to be 
the Christ; he declares he is not what they think.  
He does not take advantage of their mistake to 
further his own glory. 
     If he had said, “I am the Christ,” you can 
imagine how readily he would have been believed, 
since they believed he was the Christ even before 
he spoke.  But he did not say it; he acknowledged 
what he was.  He pointed out clearly who he was; 
he humbled himself. 
     He saw where his salvation lay.  He understood 
that he was a lamp, and his fear was that it might 
be blown out by the wind of pride. 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

December 3rd & 4th, 2016 

$5,060.93 

Care & Education of Priests 

$861.36 
December Second Collections 

December 10th & 11th ~ Retirement Fund for 

Religious 

December 17th & 18th ~ Building & Maintenance 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Word of LifeWord of LifeWord of LifeWord of Life:  “A child is loved because he is one’s 

child: not because he is beautiful, or because he is like 

this or like that … Not because he thinks as I do, or 

embodies my dreams.  A child is a child: a life 

generated by us but intended for him, for his good, for 

the good of the family, of society, of mankind as a 

whole.” 

~ Pope Francis, General Audience, February 11, 2015 
© 2015 Libreria Editrice Vaticana,  Used with permission. 

 

Patron of the Week  

Bear Fuel 

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
We will soon begin the first stage of the RCIA 

process, the Inquiry Period.  If you are an adult 
who has no religious affiliation and desires to 

become Catholic please contact Donn Tourscher 

at 928-9361 or the rectory, 928-8865.  The 
Inquiry Period is so named because the 

participants are asking questions about the 
Catholic Faith.  We also invite to these Inquiry 

sessions individuals who have been Baptized but 
not catechized, that is, have not received the 
Sacraments of Holy Eucharist and/or 

Confirmation.  The RCIA process culminates 
when we receive these men and women into the 
Catholic Faith during the Easter Vigil.   
 

Lessons and Carols 
 Saturday, December 17th  
immediately following the 

4:00 PM Mass, 
approximately at 5:15 PM.   

Come join us!!! 

Liturgical Ministers for December 17th & 18th             
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    T. Karaban 
     7:30 AM Mildred     H. Clark 
     9:30 AM Dushore    D. McDonough 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    N. Henne   
     7:30 AM Mildred     S. Moyer  
     9:30 AM Dushore    D. Hallam, J. Wheeler 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore    B. Tewell, C. Minier  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore    J. & E. Richlin 
     7:30 AM Mildred      R. Hope 
     9:30 AM Dushore    T. & M. Dailey, J. Rouse 

 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald 

145 Kings Highway; Apt 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 
 

JJJJANUARY ANUARY ANUARY ANUARY CCCCALENDAR ALENDAR ALENDAR ALENDAR RRRRAFFLE AFFLE AFFLE AFFLE TTTTICKETSICKETSICKETSICKETS    
The IHM Parish January Calendar Raffle 
tickets will soon be in your mailbox, just 

in time to begin (or finish) your 
Christmas shopping!  They make great 
stocking stuffers and are wonderful for 

that person on your list who’s hard to buy 
for.  Don’t forget, if you buy 5 you get one 

free!  Tickets are also available at the 
parish office in Mildred.   



 
 

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged, 

please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish 

Goal! 

On behalf of all who will benefit, we convey our 

gratitude to all of our parishioners who have made 

a gift to the 2016 Diocesan Annual Appeal.  Each 

donation truly matters.  If you have not made a 

pledge and wish to help our parish reach our goal, 

please call the Diocesan Development Office at 

570-207-2250 to make a pledge or give a gift by 

credit card, mail a gift to the Diocesan Appeal 

Office at 300 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, Pa 

18503, or give online at 

www.DioceseofScranton.org.  Our parish is 

reimbursed 75% for any gifts made to the Appeal in 

excess of our Appeal goal. 
 

Appeal Update: 
Our Parish Goal: $41,000 

Total Raised: $34,475 
Amount under:  -$6,525 

Percentage of Parishioners Pledged  

34.18% (161 out of 468 families) 
 

Star Tree 
The Star Tree is back this year in our 

parish!  In the back of each church is a 

tree with star ornaments on it.  Please 

take an ornament and purchase an 

appropriate gift to match the tag, 

return the unwrapped gift to the back 

of either church with the ornament 

attached to it.  If possible, please also include a 

roll of wrapping paper with your gift.  Please 

return the gift by December 11.  The Star Tree 

provides for the less fortunate people in our 

community.  ‘Tis the season for giving and 

sharing!  If you have any questions, please call 

Anne McDonough at 570-721-1267.  PLEASE 

RETURN ALL STAR TREE GIFTS TO EITHER CHURCH BY 

DECEMBER 11TH! 

Night at the Races Thank You 
Thank you to Bob & Doreen Hurley, Don Wilhelm, 
Dushore Beverage, Leo Lambert, Zach West, Bob & 
Mary Getz, Martina Denmon, Donn Tourscher, the 
kitchen crew, Kevin Rohe, Denise & Jim Moser, Jerry 
McMahon, Nathan Chase, Mark Evangelisti, Jim 
Souto, Melissa Souto, John Shoemkaer, John Andrew 
Shoemkaer, Tuck McMahon, Lew Hope, Jr., and Dean 
Homer.  Thank you to all of you, and to anyone who is 
missing, for your help in making this a successful race 
night.  Approximately $11,000.00 was netted from this 

fundraiser. 
 

Building and Maintenance Committee 
In consultation with the Finance Council, we 
have decided to form a Building and 
Maintenance Committee.  We are looking for 

people who are knowledgeable in the areas of 

heat and furnace, plumbing, electrical, law, 
property laws, and landscaping.  The three main 

objectives of this committee will be safety, codes 

and violations, and general maintenance and care 

of our properties.  The committee will report in 
consultation with the pastor to the members of 

our parish to inform and help raise awareness of 

the needs of our properties.   Please contact the 
parish office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.  
 

IHM Parish Spaghetti Supper Thank You 
Thank you to all who helped to make the IHM 

Parish Spaghetti Dinner last Sunday such a great 

community success – to all who helped 

organize, cook, set up, tear down, serve, and of 

course, eat!  After all the bills were paid, 

approximately $1,000 was made.  Thank you! 

 

The Dushore Music Club will present 
their annual Christmas Concert on 

Sunday, December 11th, 2016 at 2:00 
PM in St. Basil’s Parish Hall. Come 

and join your friends and neighbors to 
hear your favorite Christmas music! Free 
admission – refreshments will be served.   

 

“The joy of brightening other lives, bearing each 

other’s burden, easing others’ loads, and 

supplanting empty hearts and lives with generous 

gifts becomes for us the magic of Christmas.” 

~W.C. Jones, Author 



Christmas Mass Intentions 
In your envelope packet you will find an envelope 
listed for the Christmas Mass Intentions.  Please 
write the intentions on the outside of the envelope 
or if you desire you may use a sheet of paper and 
place it in the envelope together with your 
offertory.  As always these envelopes can be placed 
in any of our collections.  These intentions will be 
remembered at all the masses on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and throughout the Christmas 
season. 

 

A Holy Land Experience! 
Treat yourself or a loved one to an adventure of a 
lifetime – a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with a 
Catholic Bible scholar, historian, and New York 
Times best-selling author as your guide.  Directed 
by Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio (known as “Dr. 
Italy” on Catholic radio and TV), the trip departs 
on April 24, 2017 and returns on May 4, 2017.  
This trip, with wonderful times of prayer, liturgy 
& music daily under the spiritual direction of 
Fr Richard Rojas, promises to be a fascinating 
journey into a deeper life in Christ and richer 
understanding of the Bible.  For more information 
online, visit www.goholyland.info or call Cyndi 
from the crossroads Initiative at 214-882-7262.  Act 
now – the remaining places are going fast! 
 

 

Additional Area Penance Services 
St. Michael’s, Canton 

Sunday, December 11th, 2:00 PM 
St. Peter & Paul, Towanda 

Sunday, December 11th, 4:00 PM 
Epiphany, Sayre 
Sunday, December 18th, 3:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage Help:  If your marriage is tearing the 
two of you apart, if there is little or no meaningful 
communication, if you are considering separation 
or divorce, then the Retrouvaille Program can 
help you.  Retrouvaille is helping couples put the 
pieces back together and to rediscover a more 
loving relationship.  The next local program will 
be February 24-26, 2017 at The Ramada Inn, 
Clarks Summit, PA.  Registration Required.  All 
calls confidential.  Cost is by donation.  For more 
information or to register call 1-800-470-2230 or 
visit www.helpourmarriage.org.  
 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

December 10th & 11th, 2016 

Aging religious need your help.  Senior Catholic 

sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have 

offered their lives in service to others – 

educating the young, comforting the sick, 

seeking justice for the oppressed.  Today, may 

are frail, elderly, and in need of assistance.  Your 

gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps to 

furnish medications, nursing care, and other 

necessities.  Please give generously to today’s 

second collection. 
 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 Christmas Eve-December 24th 
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

7:00 PM   St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
10:00 PM   St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

(Masses on Christmas Eve will begin with 30 minutes of 
Christmas Caroling) 

Christmas Day-December 25th 
9:30 AM   St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 


