
 
 

 
 

 
 

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 

(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 
 
 
 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish  
December 25th, 2016 ~ The Nativity of the Lord 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are leaving the parish, please notify 
the office before you leave).  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



The 
Nativity of 
the Lord 

 

Sunday,  
December 25th, 2016 

 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
Isaiah rejoices that God is bringing his exiled 
people home to Jerusalem.  He calls out to the 
people to be glad because God will restore 
Jerusalem. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 98 
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
Paul explains to the Hebrews that although God 
had spoken through the prophets, people could not 
always completely understand the message.  Now 
God has spoken to us by sending Jesus, the Son, a 
reflection of God’s glory and forgiver of our sins. 
 

Gospel: John 1:1-18 
John describes how the Word came into the world 
in the form of Jesus.  All those who accept Jesus 
become children of God by sharing in Jesus’ love.  
No one has seen God, but through Jesus, God was 
revealed to us. 
 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday ~ SAINT STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR 

Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59; Ps 31; Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday ~ SAINT JOHN, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST 

1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97; Jn 20:1a,2-8 
Wednesday ~ THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS 

1 Jn 1:5-2:2; Ps 124; Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday ~ THE FIFTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96; Lk 2:22-35 

Friday ~ THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND 
JOSEPH 

Sir 3:2-6,12-14; Ps 128; Mt 2:13-15,19-23 
Saturday ~ THE SEVENTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE 

OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96; Jn 1:1-18 

SUNDAY ~ SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER 

OF GOD 
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 

Giving and Receiving 
     Have you ever worried about the gifts you give for 
Christmas?  Well, not the gifts themselves but whether 
they will please the ones who receive them?   
     For instance, what if the giftee forces a courtesy 
smile and says, “Oh it is just what I wanted,” or 
something similar?  What if, later in the year, by 
accident, waiting for the person to answer their door 
which you have just knocked on, you glimpse the 
family rushing to bring your last year’s gift up from the 
basement and hang it up in the living room?  
     So I used to keep second-guessing myself on every 
gift I shopped for.  Look there, I would say, that is the 
perfect gift for this person, just right!  But wait a 
minute, they don’t have a fireplace mantle to sit it on.  
Or, will it go with their décor?  Or does he or she even 
like that kind of thing.  Maybe I will look like a fool.  Or, 
or, or… 
     That’s normal, isn’t it?  Normal agonizing.   
     A great friend of mine from South Africa helped me 
out with this dilemma.  Kolile was his name and he told 
me, “You are trying to do someone else’s job.  Do your 
own.  Your task is to give the gift.  Let them take care of 
receiving it.” 
     He gave two examples.  In Africa the women at the 
parish work for many days preparing a feast.  All the 
food is beautiful, tasty, and set out perfectly.  At last the 
day arrives, the doors open, and minutes later the 
whole presentation looks like plowed earth – the food 
picked over, the people happy but oblivious.  This does 
not bother the women, he said.  It is up to the people to 
receive it in whatever way seems right.  The women’s 
part of the exchange is to make the gift ready, and they 
love doing it. 
     Then he said, in his gruff but gracious way, that in 
his part of Africa it is the custom to bring a present to 
the person you are visiting.  He and others walked the 
long journey to visit his father, who happened to love 
roast beef.  Kolile brought along a big chunk of roast 
and put it on the table when they got there.  His father 
said, no, thank you.  I do not like that anymore. 
     So I began to choose gifts that just felt right for each 
person on my Christmas list.  I did not worry and worry 
whether it would please them.  I let the person fill my 
mind and when I saw something that matched my 
sense of them, I bought it.  Without worry.  Every gift 
did actually delight the one who received it, but that 
isn’t the point.  My job was to open my heart and give.  
I let them take care of receiving it. 
     Maybe this is what God does at Christmas.  So many 
people do say “No thanks” to the Christ child.  But the 
Christmas babe is not born in order to get accepted.  He 
is the spilling over of God’s immense love for us.  When 
God lets each of us into his mind, he senses that the 
baby Jesus is the perfect gift. 
     Merry Christmas!                                        ~ John Foley, SJ 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
  

Christmas Eve-December 24th 
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

7:00 PM   St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
10:00 PM   St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 (Masses on Christmas Eve will begin with 30 minutes of 
Christmas Caroling) 

Christmas Day-December 25th 
9:30 AM   St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

Monday, December 26 
9:00 AM Dushore Robert E. Finan by Marilyn & Larry Burke 
Tuesday, December 27 
9:00 AM Mildred Marie Sharrow by Pat Tabor & Ronna Lang 
Wednesday, December 28 
9:00 AM Dushore Thomas J. Fritsch by Joe Lang 
Saturday, December 31 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore John Michael Murphy by his wife, Jeannie 
Sunday, January 1 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Gerard, Alice, Alan & Michael Kaier by  
  Suzanne Kaier 

 

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for 
the repose of the soul of Jeannette Tafelski.  As 
she shared in the suffering of Christ, so may she 
now share in the glory of the risen Savior in 

heaven. 
 

 

From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop 
Truth has arisen from the earth, and justice looked down 

from heaven 
     Awake, mankind!  For your sake God has 
become man.  Awake, you who sleep, rise up from the 
dead, and Christ will enlighten you.  I tell you again:  
for your sake, God became man. 
     You would have suffered eternal death, had he 
not been born in time.  Never would you have been 
freed from sinful flesh, had he not taken on 
himself the likeness of sinful flesh.  You would 
have suffered everlasting unhappiness, had it not 
been for this mercy.  You would never have 
returned to life, had he not shared your death.  
You would have been lost if he had not hastened to 
your aid.  You would have perished, had he not 

come. 
     Let us then joyfully celebrate the coming of our 
salvation and redemption.  Let us celebrate the 
festive day on which he who is the great and 
eternal day came from the great and endless day of 
eternity into our own short day of time. 
     He has become our justice, our sanctification, our 
redemption, so that, as it is written:  Let him who glories 
glory in the Lord. 
     Truth, then, has arisen from the earth:  Christ who 
said, I am the Truth, was born of a virgin.  And justice 
looked down from heaven:  because believing in this 
new-born child, man is justified not by himself but 
by God. 
     Truth has arisen from the earth:  because the Word 
was made flesh.  And justice looked down from heaven; 
because every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above. 
     Truth has arisen from the earth:  flesh from Mary.  
And justice looked down from heaven: for man can 
receive nothing unless it has been given him from 
heaven. 
     Justified by faith, let us be at peace with God:  for 
justice and peace have embraced one another.  Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ: for Truth has arisen from the 
earth.  Through whom we have access to that grace in 
which we stand, and our boast is in our hope of God’s 
glory.  He does not say: “of our glory,” but of God’s 
glory: for justice has not proceeded from us but has 
looked down from heaven.  Therefore he who glories, let 
him glory, not in himself, but in the Lord. 
     For this reason, when our Lord was born of the 
Virgin, the message of the angelic voices was:  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 
earth. 
     For how could there be peace on earth unless 
Truth has arisen from the earth, that is, unless Christ 
were born of our flesh?  And he is our peace who 
made the two into one:  that we might be men of 
good will, sweetly linked by the bond of unity. 
     Let us then rejoice in this grace, so that our 
glorying may bear witness to our good conscience 
by which we glory, not in ourselves, but in the 
Lord.   That is why Scripture says:  He is my glory, 
the one who lifts up my head.  For what greater grace 
could God have made to dawn on us than to make 
his only Son become the son of man, so that a son 
of man might in his turn become Son of God? 
     Ask if this were merited; ask for its reason, for 
its justification, and see whether you will find any 
other answer but sheer grace. 
 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

December 17th & 18th, 2016 

$4,243.23 

Building & Maintenance 

$323.09 
January Second Collections 

December 31st & January 1st ~ Care & Education of 

Priests 

January 7th & 8th ~ Building & Maintenance 

January 14th & 15th ~ Heat & Eat Fund 

January 28th & 29th ~ Campaign for Human 

Development 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Word of LifeWord of LifeWord of LifeWord of Life:  “What came to be through him was life, 

and this life was the light of the human race; the light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.” 
~ John 1:3-4, NABRE ©2010 CCD.  Used with permission 

 

Patron of the Week  

The Dushore Hotel 

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
We will soon begin the first stage of the RCIA 

process, the Inquiry Period.  If you are an adult 
who has no religious affiliation and desires to 

become Catholic please contact Donn Tourscher 

at 928-9361 or the rectory, 928-8865.  The 

Inquiry Period is so named because the 
participants are asking questions about the 

Catholic Faith.  We also invite to these Inquiry 
sessions individuals who have been Baptized but 
not catechized, that is, have not received the 
Sacraments of Holy Eucharist and/or 

Confirmation.  The RCIA process culminates 
when we receive these men and women into the 
Catholic Faith during the Easter Vigil.   
 

It is an adult Christ that the community encounters 

during the Advent and Christmas cycles of 

Sundays and feasts: a Risen Lord who invites sinful 

people to become the Church.  Christmas does not 

ask us to pretend we were back in Bethlehem, 

kneeling before a crib; it asks us to recognize that 

the wood of the crib became the wood of the 

cross.           ~Nathan Mitchell 

Liturgical Ministers for December 31st & 
January 1st               

Special Ministers of Communion 
     4:00 PM Dushore    D. Homer 
     7:30 PM Mildred      K. Bohensky 
    9:30 AM Dushore     J. McDonough 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    K. Homer   

     7:00 PM Mildred      R. Gumble  
     9:30 AM Dushore    J. Fite, S. Wilcox 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:00 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore   B. Tewell, C. Minier  

 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald 

145 Kings Highway; Apt 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 
 

Marriage Help:  If your marriage is tearing the 
two of you apart, if there is little or no 
meaningful communication, if you are 
considering separation or divorce, then the 
Retrouvaille Program can help you.  
Retrouvaille is helping couples put the pieces 
back together and to rediscover a more loving 
relationship.  The next local program will be 
February 24-26, 2017 at The Ramada Inn, 
Clarks Summit, PA.  Registration Required.  
All calls confidential.  Cost is by donation.  For 
more information or to register call 1-800-470-
2230 or visit www.helpourmarriage.org.  



 
 

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged, 

please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish 

Goal! 

On behalf of all who will benefit, we convey our 

gratitude to all of our parishioners who have made 

a gift to the 2016 Diocesan Annual Appeal.  Each 

donation truly matters.  If you have not made a 

pledge and wish to help our parish reach our goal, 

please call the Diocesan Development Office at 

570-207-2250 to make a pledge or give a gift by 

credit card, mail a gift to the Diocesan Appeal 

Office at 300 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, Pa 

18503, or give online at 

www.DioceseofScranton.org.  Our parish is 

reimbursed 75% for any gifts made to the Appeal in 

excess of our Appeal goal. 

 

Appeal Update: 
Our Parish Goal: $41,000 

Total Raised: $34,775 
Amount under:  -$6,225 

Percentage of  
Parishioners Pledged  

34.82% (164 out of 468 families) 

 
Christmas Mass Intentions 

In your envelope packet you will find an envelope 
listed for the Christmas Mass Intentions.  Please 
write the intentions on the outside of the envelope 
or if you desire you may use a sheet of paper and 
place it in the envelope together with your 
offertory.  As always these envelopes can be placed 
in any of our collections.  These intentions will be 
remembered at all the masses on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and throughout the Christmas 
season. 

 

2017 Church Calendars for the new year are 
available in the back of each church.  Thank 
you to Dean, Kay, Jeff & Kim Homer for the 
gift of the calendars! 

Building and Maintenance Committee 
In consultation with the Finance Council, we 

have decided to form a Building and 
Maintenance Committee.  We are looking for 
people who are knowledgeable in the areas of 
heat and furnace, plumbing, electrical, law, 
property laws, and landscaping.  The three main 
objectives of this committee will be safety, codes 

and violations, and general maintenance and care 
of our properties.  The committee will report in 
consultation with the pastor to the members of 
our parish to inform and help raise awareness of 
the needs of our properties.   Please contact the 
parish office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.  
 

A Building and Maintenance Committee 

meeting will be held on Thursday, January 
12, 2017 at 7:00 PM in the parish office, St. 

Francis of Assisi Rectory, Mildred. 

 

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary  

Mass Invitation  
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. 
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and 

the Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples 

celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary 

in 2017 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary 
Mass on Sunday, June 11. The event includes a 

2:30 PM mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by 

a reception. Requests for an invitation, with a 
mailing address, should be made through your 

pastor before March 13. 
 

A Holy Land Experience! 
Treat yourself or a loved one to an adventure of a 
lifetime – a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with a 
Catholic Bible scholar, historian, and New York 
Times best-selling author as your guide.  Directed 
by Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio (known as “Dr. 
Italy” on Catholic radio and TV), the trip departs 
on April 24, 2017 and returns on May 4, 2017.  
This trip, with wonderful times of prayer, liturgy 
& music daily under the spiritual direction of 
Fr Richard Rojas, promises to be a fascinating 
journey into a deeper life in Christ and richer 
understanding of the Bible.  For more information 
online, visit www.goholyland.info or call Cyndi 
from the crossroads Initiative at 214-882-7262.  Act 
now – the remaining places are going fast! 



The parish office will be closed on Monday, 

December 26th and Friday, December 30th.  It 

will be open on Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday, December 27th, 28th and 29th.  Merry 

Christmas from the parish staff! 
 

 

In Loving Memory  
The Sanctuary Candle in St. Francis of Assisi 

Church is burning in loving memory of 

Dorothy Riordan by Rose Gumble 
 

The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s 
Church is burning in loving memory of 
Gerard, Alice, Alan & Michael Kaier &  

Randy Speck by Suzanne Kaier. 
 

Father Rojas would like to thank everyone 

for the cards, gifts, and prayers for him and 

his family during the Christmas season.   
 

Thank you to the wonderful musicians in our 
parish, who volunteer faithfully throughout 
the year.      
Cantors: Melanie Lambert, Candy Rexer, John 
Fite, Anne McDonough, Rachael Choplick, Elly 
Rojas, Kirsten Rojas 
Choir: Melanie Lambert, Candy Rexer, John 
Fite, Anne McDonough, Rachael Choplick, Elly 
Rojas, Kirsten Rojas, Trinity Rojas, Diane 
McDonough, Steve Branosky, Carmen Wylie, 
Will Choplick 
Intrumentalists: Denise Lambert, Greg 
Werner, Nicholas Werner 
Your gifts are a blessing to us all!  Thank you 
for sharing your talents and time.  May God 
bless you this Christmas and in the New Year! 

 

 

 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 Christmas Eve ~ 
December 24th 

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
7:00 PM   St. Francis of Assisi Church, 

Mildred 
10:00 PM   St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
(Masses on Christmas Eve will begin with 

30 minutes of Christmas Caroling) 

Christmas Day ~  
December 25th 

                          9:30 AM   St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
 

JoyJoyJoyJoy    came down on Christmas Day 
as angels came to earth. 

Heralding the miracle of our Messiah’s 
birth. 

Peace Peace Peace Peace came down on Christmas Day 
To fill the hearts of men. 

With all the sweet tranquility each 
Christmas brings again. 

LoveLoveLoveLove    came down on Christmas Day so 
many years ago. 

And brought the greatest happiness the world 
would ever know. 

  
 
 



 


