The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
January 8th, 2017 ~ The Epiphany of the Lord
P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are leaving the parish, please notify
the office before you leave). Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

The Epiphany of the Lord

Sunday, January 8th, 2017
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Jerusalem is extolled as a place of glory and
splendor because the Lord has come to His own
city.
Responsorial Psalm: 72
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Paul tells the Ephesians that his special mission is
to make the Gentiles co-heirs with the Jews in
Christ – “members of the same body and sharers of
the promise.”
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
Herod learns that Wise Men from the East are
searching for the newly born Christ Child. He
instructs them to find the Child and to report His
whereabouts to him. The Wise Men follow a star
to the place where Mary and Jesus are and offer the
Child gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They do not
return to Herod but follow another route to their
own country.
DAILY READINGS
Monday ~ THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Is 42:1-4,6-7; Ps 29; Mt 3:13-17
Tuesday
Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday
Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday
Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95; Mk 1:40-45
Friday ~ Saint Hilary, Bishop, Doctor of the Church
Heb 4:1-5,11; Ps 78; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday
Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday ~ SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Is 49:3,5-6; Ps 40; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34

The Epiphany of the Lord
The Way Things Are
In the Gospel reading, by means of heavenly
signs God sent the Magi to the baby Jesus. In the
end, the signs in heaven were not enough; but
there was a special revelation about this child that
added the missing element. When they did find
the child, the Magi left him rich gifts. And then
God warned the Magi in a dream not to return to
King Herod to tell him where the baby was.
Because of that dream, the Magi went home
another way, and the baby was kept safe from
Herod.
Just look at all the things God does for this one
child! Signs in heaven, miraculously helpful
strangers, special messages from God, rich gifts,
and warning dreams, divine protection against
powerful bad people.
How many children die who might have been
saved if even one of these things had been done for
them? A sign that brings help from afar, a special
instruction from God, huge amounts of money, a
dream that protects from bad guys – these things
are not enough to keep all children from early
death, but surely many children could have been
saved by any of these means.
Why does God give all these things to Jesus?
Why doesn’t God give even some of them to all
children?
The answer to both questions is the same, I
think. The first thing that happens after the Fall is
that Abel, one of the children of Adam and Eve,
dies at the hand of Cain, their older child. God
could have protected Abel from Cain by any of the
means God used to help Jesus – but God doesn’t do
so. From the very beginning of our post-Fall
world, God establishes this policy: he will not
force anybody to omit what is evil or to do what is
good. God will call his people and shepherd them –
but he will not force them. And so countless
children die because of the evil of other human
beings.
But the powerless baby Jesus is God’s best hope
of healing for human evil. Jesus is God’s call of
love. And that is why God’s power can be used to
keep Jesus from dying as a baby. He needs to die
on the cross. That death is the last, most powerful
call of love.

“The love we give away is the only love
we keep.”

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, January 7
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People
Sunday, January 8
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Tom Sick by Jerry & Dolly Sick
9:30 AM Dushore Paul Wasilewiski by Mary Padulo
Monday, January 9
9:00 AM Dushore Jessica Soden Pedro by Phillip & Martina
Denmon
Tuesday, January 10
9:00 AM Mildred Elizabeth Ritinski by Rosie Miller
Thursday, January 12
9:00 AM Mildred Thomas J. Pedro by Milo Clinton
10:30 AM Highlands Rev. Edward S. Finn by Fr. Rojas
Friday, January 13
9:00 AM Dushore Mary Tourscher by Christine Weaver
Saturday, January 14
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Joseph Cullen by Joe, Cathy, Pattie, Dick &
John Ambs
Sunday, January 15
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Elaine Rogan by the family

The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s Church
is burning in loving memory of Herbert &
Bernadine Hawke by Bill & Janet Hawke
2016 Financial Statements of Parish Support
Please contact the rectory if you would like your
financial statement of parish support mailed to you.
Statements will not be sent out unless the rectory is
notified. You may also stop in at the parish office
and pick it up.
From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope
The Lord has made his salvation known to the whole
world
The loving providence of God determined that
in the last days he would aid the world, set on its
course to destruction. He decreed that all nations
should be saved in Christ.
A promise had been made to the holy patriarch
Abraham in regard to these nations. He was to
have a countless progeny, born not from his body
but from the seed of faith. His descendants are
therefore compared with the array of the stars.
The father of all nations was to hope not in an
earthly progeny but in a progeny from above.

Let the full number of the nations now take
their place in the family of the patriarchs. Let the
children of the promise now receive the blessings
in the seed of Abraham, the blessing renounced by
the children of his flesh. In the persons of the
Magi let all people adore the Creator of the
universe; let God be known, not in Judea only, but
in the whole world, so that his name may be great in
all Israel.
Dear friends, now that we have received
instruction in this revelation of God’s grace, let us
celebrate with spiritual joy the day of our first
harvesting, of the first calling of the Gentiles. Let
us give thanks to the merciful God, who has made us
worthy, in the words of the Apostle, to share the
position of the saints in light; who has rescued us from
the power of darkness, and brought us into the kingdom
of his beloved Son. As Isaiah prophesied: The people
of the Gentiles, who sat in darkness, have seen a great
light, and for those who dwelt in the region of the
shadow of death a light has dawned. He spoke of them
to the Lord: The Gentiles, who do not know you, will
invoke you, and the peoples, who knew you not, will take
refuge in you.
This is the day that Abraham saw, and rejoiced to
see, when he knew that the sons born of his faith
would be blessed in his seed, that is, in Christ.
Believing that he would be the father of the
nations, he looked into the future, giving glory to
God, in full awareness that God is able to do what he has
promised.
This is the day that David prophesied in the
psalms, when he said: All the nations that you have
brought into being will come and fall down in adoration
in your presence, Lord, and glorify your name. Again,
the Lord has made known his salvation; in the sight of
the nations he has revealed his justice.
This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the
time when the star beckoned the three wise men
out of their distant country and led them to
recognize and adore the King of heaven and earth.
The obedience of the star calls us to imitate its
humble service: to be servants, as best we can, of
the grace that invites all men to find Christ.
Dear friends, you must have the same zeal to be
of help to one another; then, in the kingdom of
God, to which faith and good words are the way,
you will shine as children of the light; through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with God
the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
Amen.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
December 31st, 2016 & January 1st, 2017
$3,969.10
Care & Education of Priests
$604.25
January Second Collections
January 7th & 8th ~ Building & Maintenance
January 14th & 15th ~ Heat & Eat Fund
January 28th & 29th ~ Campaign for Human
Development

Thank you for your generosity!
Word of Life:
Life “To be actively pro-life is to
contribute to the renewal of society through the
promotion of the common good. It is impossible
to further the common good without
acknowledging and defending the right to life,
upon which all the other inalienable rights of
individuals are founded and from which they
develop.”
~ Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 101
© 1995 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission

Patron of the Week

P. Dean Homer Funeral Home
Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
We will soon begin the first stage of the RCIA
process, the Inquiry Period. If you are an adult
who desires to become Catholic please contact
Donn Tourscher at 928-9361 or the parish office,
928-8865. We also invite to these Inquiry
sessions individuals who have been Baptized but
not catechized, that is, have not received the
Sacraments
of
Holy
Eucharist
and/or
Confirmation.

St. Basil’s Calendar Raffle Winners
Congratulations to the following winners of the
St. Basil’s January Calendar Raffle!
1/1/17

#518
$
Ticket Not Sold
1/2/17
#921
$
Isaiah Livezey, Dushore
1/3/17
#254
$
Kathleen McCarty, Larksville
1/4/17
#366
$
Ticket Not Sold

200.00
50.00
50.00
50.00

Liturgical Ministers for January 14th & 15th
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

R. Tourscher
J. Doyle
D. Fite

Lectors
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

N. Henne
R. Gumble
J. Fite, M. L. McCamley

Altar Servers
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:30 AM Dushore B. Tewell, C. Minier

Greeters
4:00 PM Dushore J. Harney, J. & E. Richlin
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Hope
9:30 AM Dushore T. & M. Dailey, J. Wheeler

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in this, our time of need. These things I
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams
Marriage Help: If your marriage is tearing the
two of you apart, if there is little or no meaningful
communication, if you are considering separation
or divorce, then the Retrouvaille Program can
help you. Retrouvaille is helping couples put the
pieces back together and to rediscover a more
loving relationship. The next local program will
be February 24-26, 2017 at The Ramada Inn,
Clarks Summit, PA. Registration Required. All
calls confidential. Cost is by donation. For more
information or to register call 1-800-470-2230 or
visit www.helpourmarriage.org.

2017 Church Calendars for the new year are
available in the back of each church. Thank
you to Dean, Kay, Jeff & Kim Homer for the
gift of the calendars!

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass Invitation
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C.
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and
the Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary
in 2017 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass on Sunday, June 11. The event includes a
2:30 PM mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by
a reception. Requests for an invitation, with a
mailing address, should be made through your
pastor before March 13.
A Holy Land Experience!
Treat yourself or a loved one to an adventure of a
lifetime – a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with a
Catholic Bible scholar, historian, and New York
Times best-selling author as your guide. Directed
by Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio (known as “Dr.
Italy” on Catholic radio and TV), the trip departs
on April 24, 2017 and returns on May 4, 2017.
This trip, with wonderful times of prayer, liturgy
& music daily under the spiritual direction of
Fr Richard Rojas, promises to be a fascinating
journey into a deeper life in Christ and richer
understanding of the Bible. For more information
online, visit www.goholyland.info or call Cyndi
from the crossroads Initiative at 214-882-7262. Act
now – the remaining places are going fast!

Father Rojas would like to thank everyone
for the cards, gifts, and prayers for him and
his family during the Christmas season.

Knights of Columbus
Breakfast Buffet
Sunday, January 15, 2017
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore
7:30 – 11:00 AM
Adults ~ $9.00 Children ~ $3.00
Children 6 and under ~ FREE

Upcoming Parish Meetings
Pastoral Council Meeting
Tuesday, January 10th, 2017 at 7:00 PM
St. Francis Rectory, Mildred
Building and Maintenance Committee
Meeting
Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 7:00 PM
St. Francis of Assisi Rectory, Mildred
Thank you to the wonderful musicians in our
parish, who volunteer faithfully throughout the
year.
Cantors: Melanie Lambert, Candy Rexer, John Fite,
Anne McDonough, Rachael Choplick, Elly Rojas,
Kirsten Rojas
Choir: Melanie Lambert, Candy Rexer, John Fite,
Anne McDonough, Rachael Choplick, Elly Rojas,
Kirsten Rojas, Trinity Rojas, Diane McDonough,
Steve Branosky, Carmen Wylie, Will Choplick
Intrumentalists: Denise Lambert, Greg Werner,
Nicholas Werner
Your gifts are a blessing to us all! Thank you for
sharing your talents and time. May God bless you
this Christmas and in the New Year!

Ecumenical Celebration of God’s Word
on Wednesday, January 25, 2017 at
12:10 PM in the Cathedral of Saint
Peter, Scranton
The Diocese of Scranton will again participate
in the worldwide Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, which is celebrated each year in January.
The Diocese of Scranton will host an
Ecumenical Celebration of God’s Word in
Wednesday, January 25, 2017 at 12:10 PM in the
Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton. There will be
no 12:10 PM Mass that day in the Cathedral. All
are welcome to attend. In addition, CTV:
Catholic Television will broadcast the service
live.
The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera,
D.D.,J.C.L., will preside, and Rev. Dr. Robert
Zanicky of First Presbyterian Church in Wilkes
Barre will deliver the homily.
Clergy and representatives from various
Christian traditions and ecumenical agencies will
be present. Liturgical music will be provided by
Saint Clare/Saint Paul School.

Bless Your Door on Epiphany
The gospel tells us that
the magi found Christ
“on entering the house.”
The door to your home
is a holy threshold. You
can bless those who
come in and go out by
inscribing above the
door in chalk the first
two numbers of the year (20) + C + M + B +
(17) the last two numbers of the year. Tradition
tells us that the letters stand for the names of the
magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. Adolph
Adam points out that it may also mean “Christus
mansionem benedicat” or “May Christ bless this
dwelling.” It’s appropriate to bless your door in
January – janua means “door” and the first
month is the door to the new year.
After inscribing the doorway, say this prayer:
God of Bethlehem and Cana,
God of Jordan’s leaping waters,
in baptism you bring us into your family.
You wed us and embrace us as your beloved.
May we fill this place with kindness to one
another, with hospitality to guests,
and with abundant care for every stranger.
By the gentle light of a star, guide home all who
seek you on paths of faith, hope and love.
Then we will join the angels in proclaiming your
praise:
Glory in heaven and peace on earth,
now and for ever. Amen.
Then sing a Christmas carol.
Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications,
1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101;1-800-933-1800.
Text by David Philippart and Gabe Huck.

Perfected Revelation
The “epiphany” of Jesus, his revelation to the
world, was accompanied by the offering of three
gifts, each of which symbolized a different aspect
of the divine/human savior.
Frankincense is offered to Jesus, the Son of God,
the eternal Word of the Father who is worshiped
with the Father and the Spirit.
Gold is offered to Jesus the King of the human
race, the summit of creation.
Myrrh is offered to the divine/human savior of the
world who suffered and died for the salvation of
all.
Jesus is revealed in our own day also. He is
revealed as the Word of God speaking to us in the
marvelous workings of nature, in the achievements
of the human spirit, and in the dialogue between
Church and world.
He is revealed to us as King in every victory over
ignorance, alienation and powerlessness. He is
revealed to us as Suffering Messiah in the heart
and face of every poor person, every stranger,
every wanderer living in a back alley or under a
bridge, every person victimized by others.
“His glory has shone among us.” We have only to
recognize him and to do what the magi did in his
presence: “They prostrated themselves and did
him
homage.”
“Jesus perfected revelation by fulfilling and
manifesting himself: through his words and deeds,
his signs and wonders, but especially through his
death and glorious resurrection from the dead and
final sending of the Spirit of truth.”
~Vatican II, Constitution on Divine Revelation, 1965:4
~Gerald Darring

