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The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
January 29th, 2017P O~BoxFourth
Sunday in Ordinary Time
307, Dushore, PA 18614

St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are relocating to a new parish,
please notify the office before you move.) Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, January 29th, 2017
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13
Zephaniah prophesies that the Lord will punish
wicked nations along with Jerusalem, but he will
shelter from his anger those who practice justice
and humility and do no wrong.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 146
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Paul tells the Corinthians that God prefers the
humble, the weak, the lowly of station – people like
themselves. In Christ Jesus they will find wisdom,
honor and justice.
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a
Jesus teaches the Beatitudes in his Sermon on the
Mount. He extols those who are merciful, peaceful,
lowly, poor in spirit, and promises them that “the
reign of God is theirs.”
DAILY READINGS
Monday
Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31; Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday ~ Saint John Bosco, Priest
Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22; Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday
Heb 12:4-7,11-15; Ps 103; Mk 6:1-6
Thursday ~ THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD
Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40
Friday ~ Saint Blaise, Bishop, Martyr; Saint Ansgar,
Bishop
Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27; Mk 6:14-29
Saturday
Heb 13:15-17,20-21; Ps 23; Mk 6:30-34
Sunday ~ FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Is 58:7-10; Ps 112; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
In this week’s Gospel Jesus tells the Beatitudes to
us. We admire especially the blessings for those who
are helpers of others: peacemakers, mercy givers,
seekers of fairness. We recall, for instance, Mother
Teresa.
But then we notice the poor, and it is hard to see
why they rate so highly. Do you know? And those
who grieve? How about the ones that people insult
and persecute and accuse falsely? Should these folks
count themselves happy and blest? It can seem that

Jesus’ heart is reserved especially for those who are
troubled.
The world and its leaders might have compiled a
different list. Blest are you if you are rich. If you
have never been forced to grieve for loved ones.
Blest are you if you are adequate and free of enemies
and well spoken of at all times. “The good life” is
what everybody wants for themselves and their
friends, isn’t it?
But then why did our savior go in the opposite
direction? All the way to the cross.
Could it be because riches and honor can be lures
that lead us far from God and Jesus – and from our
real selves? Try this:
Riches tempt us to let our possessions substitute
for who we really are.
Honor tempts us to take things easy. To bask in
human respect, to never ask who God created when
he made the person I am, out of nothing.
To put it simply, reputation and possessions can
become a false identity. They are “out there” instead
of “in here.” Within each of us, “in here,” is the gift of
the unique, irreplaceable person that we are.
Sometimes a quiet voice from within gasps out the
words, “I am your real self but you have covered me
over with tributes and belongings and popularity and
success. You are smothering me. Help!”
So do we continue acquiring? Soon we may be told
to let go of our first-world achievements, as Jesus
was.
I love the ancient story about the wise man who
was ejected from a dinner party because he was
dressed in rags and tatters. He left, and returned in
sumptuous, silken garments, borrowed, but just right
for the gathering. Of course he was well received.
Then after a while someone noticed him sitting on
the floor behind a potted tree, spooning food down
the sleeve of his garment. The host came over,
furious. “What in the world are you doing?”
“Well,” said the wise man, “obviously it is not me
who was invited to the party but my clothes. I am
letting them enjoy the dinner.”
God loves the “real self” within each of us instead
of the clothes we wear or the esteem we achieve. God
calls us to be persons who are loved and who love in
return. The erratic things – what we own, what
honors we receive, how filled with pride we are –
these just get in the way. Sometimes tragically.
So, maybe every one of the beatitudes makes deep
sense. Go where God’s love is quietly present.
Become a home for the people of this earth, helping
them receive their blessing. And receiving our own
as well.
Be disadvantaged and then count your blessings.
~John Foley, SJ

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations

Saturday, January 28
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Barbara Andrewlavage by Ron & Dee
Kulsicavage
Sunday, January 29
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Sandra J. Gulich by Tim & Marge Dailey
Monday, January 30
9:00 AM Dushore Irene B. Silverstrim by Kathy Baran
Tuesday, January 31
9:00 AM Mildred Mr. & Mrs. James Lang by Ronda & Mimi
Thursday, February 2 ~ The Presentation of the Lord
9:00 AM Mildred Patrick Flynn by Bill & Patty Illar
Friday, February 3 ~ First Friday (The Feast of Saint

Blaise)

9:00 AM Dushore Stephen Popadich by Bob & Mary Getz
3:00 PM Dushore Divine Mercy Chaplet
3:30 PM Dushore Benediction
Saturday, February 4
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Carl, Thomas & David Fritsch by Bill &
Mary Anderson
Sunday, February 5
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Gerard Kaier by Bob & Mary Guglielmi

In Loving Memory
The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s Church is
burning in loving memory of John, Lucille &
Christine Kern by Bill & Janet Hawke
The Sanctuary Candle in St. Francis of Assisi
Church is burning in loving memory of John
Guglielmi by the family
In the kindness of your prayers, please pray
for the repose of the souls of Jim Coyle and
Marguerite (Peggy) Coyle McClintic. As
they shared in the suffering of Christ so may
they share in the glory of the risen Savior in
heaven.
Pastoral Council Meeting
Tuesday, January 31 ~ 6:00 PM
St. Francis of Assisi Rectory, Mildred
Building & Grounds Committee Meeting
Thursday, February 9 ~ 3:30 PM
St. Francis of Assisi Rectory, Mildred

From a sermon by Saint Sophronius, bishop
Let us receive the light whose brilliance is eternal
In honor of the divine mystery that we celebrate
today, let us all hasten to meet Christ. Everyone
should be eager to join the procession and to carry a
light.
Our lighted candles are a sign of the divine
splendor of the one who comes to expel the dark
shadows of evil and to make the whole universe
radiant with the brilliance of his eternal light. Our
candles also show how bright our souls should be
when we go to meet Christ.
The Mother of God, the most pure Virgin,
carried the true light in her arms and brought him to
those who lay in darkness. We too should carry a
light for all to see and reflect the radiance of the
true light as we hasten to meet him.
The light has come and has shone upon a world
enveloped in shadows; the Dayspring from on high
has visited us and given light to those who lived in
darkness. This, then, is our feast, and we join in
procession with lighted candles to reveal the light
that has shone upon us and the glory that is yet to
come to us through him. So let us hasten all
together to meet our God.
The true light has come, the light that enlightens
every man who is born into this world. Let all of us,
my brethren, be enlightened and made radiant by
this light. Let all of us share in its splendor, and be
so filled with it that no one remains in the darkness.
Let us be shining ourselves as we go together to
meet and to receive with the aged Simeon the light
whose brilliance is eternal. Rejoicing with Simeon,
let us sing a hymn of thanksgiving to God, the
Father of the light, who sent the true light to dispel
the darkness and to give us all a share in his
splendor.
Through Simeon’s eyes we too have seen the
salvation of God which he prepared for all the
nations and revealed as the glory of the new Israel,
which is ourselves. As Simeon was released from
the bonds of this life when he had seen Christ, so
we too were at once freed from our old state of
sinfulness.
By faith we too embraced Christ, the salvation of
God the Father, as he came to us from Bethlehem.
Gentiles before, we have now become the people of
God. Our eyes have seen God incarnate, and
because we have seen him present among us and
have mentally received him into our arms, we are
called the new Israel. Never shall we forget this
presence; every year we keep a feast in its honor.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory
Collection
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
January 21st & 22nd, 2017
$3,816.00
January Second Collections

January 28th & 29th ~ Campaign for Human
Development

Thank you for your generosity!
Word of Life: “For you did receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a
spirit of adoption, through which we cry, ‘Abba,
Father!”
~ Romans 8:15, NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission

Patron of the Week

Knights of Columbus
Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin .
A Holy Land Experience!

Treat yourself or a loved one to an adventure of a
lifetime – a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with a Catholic
Bible scholar, historian, and New York Times bestselling author as your guide.
Directed by Dr.
Marcellino D’Ambrosio (known as “Dr. Italy” on
Catholic radio and TV), the trip departs on April 24,
2017 and returns on May 4, 2017. This trip, with
wonderful times of prayer, liturgy & music daily
under the spiritual direction of Fr Richard Rojas,
promises to be a fascinating journey into a deeper life in
Christ and richer understanding of the Bible. For more
information online, visit www.goholyland.info or call
Cyndi from the crossroads Initiative at 214-882-7262.
Act now – the remaining places are going fast!

St. Basil’s Calendar Raffle Winners
Congratulations to the following winners of the
St. Basil’s January Calendar Raffle!
1/17/17

1/18/17
1/19/17
1/20/17
1/21/17
1/22/17

#414
Ticket Not Sold
#713
Ticket Not Sold
#709
Ticket Not Sold
#339
Ticket Not Sold
#593
Ticket Not Sold
#451
Vi Barker, Dushore

$ 50.00

$

50.00

$

50.00

$

50.00

$

50.00

$ 100.00

Liturgical Ministers for February 4th & 5th
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

J. Hatch
H. Clark
D. McDonough

Lectors

J. Shoemaker
S. Moyer
D. Hallam, M. L. McCamley

Altar Servers

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:30 AM Dushore N. & C. Werner

Greeters

4:00 PM Dushore C. & C. A. Gindele
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Hope
9:30 AM Dushore M. & K. Evangelisti, J. Rouse

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in this, our time of need. These things I
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams
Marriage Help: If your marriage is tearing the
two of you apart, if there is little or no meaningful
communication, if you are considering separation
or divorce, then the Retrouvaille Program can
help you. Retrouvaille is helping couples put the
pieces back together and to rediscover a more
loving relationship. The next local program will
be February 24-26, 2017 at The Ramada Inn,
Clarks Summit, PA. Registration Required. All
calls confidential. Cost is by donation. For more
information or to register call 1-800-470-2230 or
visit www.helpourmarriage.org.

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass Invitation
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C.
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and
the Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary
in 2017 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass on Sunday, June 11. The event includes a
2:30 PM mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by
a reception. Requests for an invitation, with a
mailing address, should be made through your
pastor before March 13.

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged,
please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish
Goal!
Diocesan Annual Appeal Update:
Our Parish Goal: $41,000
Total Raised: $36,905
Amount under: -$4,095
Percentage of Parishioners Pledged
(177 out of 468 families)
2017 Church Calendars for the new year are
available in the back of each church. Thank
you to Dean, Kay, Jeff & Kim Homer for the
gift of the calendars!

Knights of
Columbus
Sweetheart
Breakfast
Sunday February 12th
7:30 to 11:00 AM
St. Basil’s Hall
Take your sweetheart to breakfast!

Campaign for Human Development
January 28th & 29th, 2017
An estimated 43 million people live in poverty
in the United States. The Catholic Campaign for
Human Development (CCHD) aims to help
people break the grip of poverty and enhance
their lives.
The annual national collection for the
CCHD will be taken up on parishes in the
Diocese of Scranton on the weekend of
January 28-29. The theme, “Working on the
Margins,” focuses our attention on the poor and
vulnerable who can often be overlooked.
This campaign is the primary source of
funding for the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ anti-poverty grants and
education programs aimed at fostering a culture
of life and hope in communities across the
nation.

A Eucharistic Minister is needed for a few hours
each Thursday morning to help deliver
communion to the homebound and nursing
homes. If you are interested in this very
worthwhile ministry, please call Mary Guglielmi
at 570-946-4580.

Catch Our Spirit … Celebrate Catholic Schools
Week ~ January 29 – February 4, 2017
Celebrate Catholic Schools Week by attending one of our
Catholic School Open Houses! You are invited to come
experience our communities of faith and academic
excellence. From Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade, our
students live their faith, challenge their minds, serve their
communities, and build lifelong friendships. For specifics
about the Open Houses or for more information about our
Diocesan Catholic Schools, including tuition assistance
opportunities,
please
visit
www.DioceseofScranton.org/CatholicSchools.

2016 Financial Statements of Parish
Support

Please contact the rectory if you would like your
financial statement of parish support mailed to you.
Statements will not be sent out unless the rectory is
notified. You may also stop in at the parish office
and pick it up.

Justice and Love
Today’s liturgy is about love: help us to love you
with all our hearts and to love all persons as you
love them.
It is also about justice: we are to seek justice,
following the Lord, who “secures justice for the
oppressed,” and following Christ, whom God has
made “our wisdom and also our justice.”
But God’s love and justice are different from
ours.
The Gospel teaches us that in the just world of
God, the sorrowing are consoled, the lowly inherit
the land, the hungry have their fill, and the
persecuted rejoice at being insulted and slandered.
The children of God are different from the
children of the world:
God chose those whom the world considers absurd
to shame the wise; he singled out the weak of this
world to shame the strong. He chose the world’s
lowborn and despised, those who count for nothing,
to reduce to nothing those who were something.
(Second Reading)
The love of God is more powerful than all the sin
we can muster, and the justice of God overcomes
all the world’s injustice, its poverty and hunger, its
oppression and war, its alienation and domination
of others. “The Lord sets captives free.”
May we be saved by the Lord’s love.
“Christian love of neighbor and justice cannot be
separated. For love implies an absolute demand for
justice, namely a recognition of the dignity and
rights of one’s neighbor. Justice attains its inner
fullness only in love.
Because every man is truly a visible image of the
invisible God and a brother of Christ, the Christian
finds in every man God himself and God’s absolute
demand for justice and love.”
Synod of Bishops, Justice in the World, 1971:34
~Gerald Darring

February 2nd – The Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord
Hard as it might be to believe, February 2nd marks
the fact that 40 days have passed since our
celebration of Christmas. On this day the Church
commemorates the presentation of the child Jesus
in the temple by Mary and Joseph. In the second
chapter of Luke, it is recorded, “when the days
were completed for his purification according to the
law of Moses, they took him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord.” Luke also records the
prophet Simeon and the prophetess Anna being
present for this event. Both of these individuals
point to the ministry preaching an ultimate destiny
of Jesus.
This is also the traditional day in which candles
are blessed in the Church. These candles will be
available in St. Basil’s and St. Francis of Assisi
Churches for anyone who is interested. Suggested
offering is $5.00.
First Friday Eucharistic Adoration and
Reposition:
On 1st Friday, February 3rd, we will hold
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
beginning immediately after the 9:00 AM
Mass and ending with Reposition in St.
Basil’s Church at 3:30 PM. The Divine Mercy
Chaplet will be recited at 3:00 PM.
Come and rest a while in the Lord.

February 3rd – The Feast of St. Blaise
February the third is the commemoration of St.
Blaise. St. Blaise, the bishop of Sebaste in
Armenia, is believed to have been martyred in
the persecution of Licineus in the early 4th
century. He is associated with the healing of
throats and this is the traditional day on which
throats are blessed in the Church. We will
celebrate this day with the blessing of throats
next weekend, February 4th & 5th, following all
the Masses.

