/

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
February 5th, 2017
~ Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614

St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are relocating to a new parish,
please notify the office before you move.) Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, February 5th, 2017
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 58: 7-10
This reading is a vigorous exhortation from the
prophet Isaiah to lead lives of active charity and
generosity. He promises that the Lord will be our
“dawn,” our “rear guard,” our “light” if we share our
bread, shelter the homeless, and clothe the naked.
Responsorial Psalm: 112
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2: 1-5
Paul tells the Corinthians that he and they must not
rely on the so-called “wisdom” of secular teaching
and philosophy but on the power of the Spirit.
Gospel: Matthew 5: 13-16
Jesus reminds the disciples and all Christians that
they carry special responsibilities to be “the salt of
the earth.” They must not hide their light but show
their goodness to all.
DAILY READINGS
Monday ~ Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs
Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104; Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday
Gn 1:20—2:4a; Ps 8; Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday ~ Saint Jerome Emiliani; Saint Josephine
Bakhita, Virgin
Gn 2:4b-9,15-17; Ps 104; Mk 7:14-23
Thursday
Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128; Mk 7:24-30
Friday ~ Saint Scholastica, Virgin
Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32; Mk 7:31-37
Saturday ~ Our Lady of Lourdes
Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90; Mk 8:1-10
Sunday ~ SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119; 1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Becoming Who We Are
In the Gospels of the last four Sundays we have
been following the story of Jesus’ early career. He
went to be baptized. Then he moved from Galilee to
Capernaum, when he heard that John the Baptist had
been killed. He chose his apostles there (they
somehow knew he was the one they wanted to go
with). Last Sunday we heard part of his “inaugural
address,” the beatitudes.
Now, this Sunday, Jesus begins to instruct the

disciples about how to be his followers.
In our Gospel he says: be what you are. This is
consoling advice. You get to be yourself! He gives
images. If you are like salt, then don’t lose your
flavor. If you are a lamp then don’t put a basket over
yourself so no one can see your light. In sum, give
taste and give light.
But would the disciples have followed Jesus if they
had known what it really meant to “be yourself”? The
First Reading says to share your bread with the
hungry. Shelter the oppressed and the homeless.
Clothe the naked. Do not turn away from your own.
This is how you let your light shine in the darkness.
This is how Jesus enlightened the world. He even
went to death for it. So this is the meaning of
“becoming yourself.”
A big assignment. In our own day, “I just want to
be me,” sounds selfish. “I get to do whatever I want
whenever I want.” “Take care of number one.” “If it
feels good, do it.” And so on.
In the recent culture of the United States, one of
the classic songs made popular by Frank Sinatra is “I
Did it My Way,” co-written by Sinatra and Paul Anka.
I planned each charted course,
each careful step, along the byway,
And more, much more than this,
I did it my way.
And so on. The main message is that “I” have
succeeded in life because it is mine. No one dared to
interfere with me. I did everything “my way.”
The world and its population are very, very large
and it is no surprise that mass production and mass
advertising and mass purchasing give us the feeling
that we are just cogs in a wheel; a giant, international,
industrial wheel, worth very little in ourselves but
contributing to the market as long as we do and buy
what is dictated. So, “to do it my way” could be a
statement about facing down the great machine and
defying it outright.
The scriptures assume the opposite. They suppose
that every human being is created with a
unrepeatable, deep, interior shape. Rather than
having to fight to do my own will, I need to allow the
Spirit of God to find a home within the space that is
me. This Spirit does not invade me; it is the essence
of loving, of respect, of forgiveness. It is God. You
and I are built to be at one with this presence.
Becoming myself means becoming what I was built to
be: a home for the Spirit of Jesus and of God.
God’s love becomes us. It will help us find
ourselves as what we really are deep down: givers of
food, helpers to the homeless, forgiving and loving
members of society.
~John Foley, SJ

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations

Saturday, February 4
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Carl, Thomas & David Fritsch by Bill &
Mary Anderson
Sunday, February 5
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Gerard Kaier by Bob & Mary Guglielmi
Monday, February 6
9:00 AM Dushore Mr. & Mrs. Earl Carr by Mary Eleanor
McMahon
Tuesday, February 7
9:00 AM Mildred Eugene Weisbrod by Milo & Jeanne Clinton
Thursday, February 9
9:00 AM Mildred Edward J. Fitzgerald by Celia & George
Lapinsky
10:30 AM Highlands Deceased members of the Holland &
Hannon families by Sr. Marie John Holland OSF
Friday, February 10
9:00 AM Dushore Helen F. Tourscher by Francis Tourscher
Saturday, February 11
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Deceased members of the Kulsicavage family
by Ron & Dee Kulsicavage
Sunday, February 12
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Kathy Doyle by the Tarwacki family

Building & Grounds Committee Meeting
Thursday, February 9 ~ 3:30 PM
St. Francis of Assisi Rectory, Mildred
In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for
the repose of the souls of Rita Green and Lucy
Sick. As they shared in the suffering of Christ so
may they now share in the glory of the risen
Savior in heaven.
Our Lady of Lourdes ~ February 11
In 1858 the Virgin Mary Immaculate appeared to
Bernadette Soubirous near Lourdes in France
within the cave of Masabielle. Through this humble
girl, Mary called sinners to conversion and
enkindled within the church a great zeal for prayer
and charity, especially service to the sick and poor.
From a letter by Saint Marie Bernadette
Soubirous, virgin
I had gone down one day with two other girls to
the bank of the river Gave when suddenly I heard a
kind of rustling sound. I turned my head toward the
field by the side of the river but the trees seemed

quite still and the noise was evidently not from
them. Then I looked up and caught sight of the cave
where I saw a lady wearing a lovely white dress
with a bright belt. On top of each of her feet was a
pale yellow rose, the same color as her rosary
beads.
At this I rubbed my eyes, thinking I was seeing
things, and I put my hands into the fold of my dress
where my rosary was. I wanted to make the sign of
the cross but for the life of me I couldn’t manage it
and my hand just fell down. Then the lady made
the sign of the cross herself and at the second
attempt I managed to do the same, though my hands
were trembling. Then I began to say the rosary
while the lady let her beads slip through her fingers,
without moving her lips. When I stopped saying the
Hail Mary, she immediately vanished.
I asked my two companions if they had noticed
anything, but they said no. Of course they wanted
to know what I was doing and I told them that I had
seen a lady wearing a nice white dress, though I
didn’t know who she was. I told them not to say
anything about it, and they said I was silly to have
anything to do with it. I said they were wrong and I
came back next Sunday, feeling myself drawn to the
place…
The third time I went the lady spoke to me and
asked me to come every day for fifteen days. I said
I would and then she said that she wanted me to tell
the priests to build a chapel there. She also told me
to drink from the stream. I went to the Gave, the
only stream I could see. Then she made me realize
she was not speaking of the Gave and she indicated
a little trickle of water close-by. When I got to it I
could only find a few drops, mostly mud. I cupped
my hands to catch some liquid without success and
then I started to scrape the ground. I managed to
find a few drops of water but only at the fourth
attempt was there sufficient for any kind of drink.
The lady then vanished and I went back home.
I went back each day for fifteen days and each
time, except one Monday and one Friday, the lady
appeared and told me to look for a stream and wash
in it and to see that the priests build a chapel there.
I must also pray, she said, for the conversion of
sinners. I asked her many times what she meant by
that, but she only smiled. Finally with outstretched
arms and eyes looking up to heaven she told me she
was the Immaculate Conception.
During the fifteen days she told me three secrets
but I was not to speak about them to anyone and so
far I have not.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
January 28th & 29th, 2017
$3,348.26
February Second Collections
February 4th & 5th ~ Care & Education of Priests
February 11th & 12th ~ Building & Maintenance
February 18th & 19th ~ Fuel Oil Collection
February 25th & 26th ~ Heat & Eat Fund

Thank you for your generosity!
Word of Life: Our relationships on earth are meant
to help us and others grow in perfect love. We are
meant to depend on one another, serve each other in
humility, and walk together in times of suffering.
~USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
Respect Life Program Flyer

Patron of the Week

Fitzpatrick & Lambert
Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin .
Marriage Help: If your marriage is tearing the
two of you apart, if there is little or no meaningful
communication, if you are considering separation
or divorce, then the Retrouvaille Program can
help you. Retrouvaille is helping couples put the
pieces back together and to rediscover a more
loving relationship. The next local program will
be February 24-26, 2017 at The Ramada Inn,
Clarks Summit, PA. Registration Required. All
calls confidential. Cost is by donation. For more
information or to register call 1-800-470-2230 or
visit www.helpourmarriage.org.

A Holy Land Experience!

Treat yourself or a loved one to an adventure of a
lifetime – a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with a Catholic
Bible scholar, historian, and New York Times bestselling author as your guide.
Directed by Dr.
Marcellino D’Ambrosio (known as “Dr. Italy” on
Catholic radio and TV), the trip departs on April 24,
2017 and returns on May 4, 2017. This trip, with
wonderful times of prayer, liturgy & music daily
under the spiritual direction of Fr Richard Rojas,
promises to be a fascinating journey into a deeper life in
Christ and richer understanding of the Bible. For more
information online, visit www.goholyland.info or call
Cyndi from the crossroads Initiative at 214-882-7262.
Act now – the remaining places are going fast!

Liturgical Ministers for February 11 th & 12th
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

T. Karaban
J. Doyle
J. Tourscher

Lectors

R. Green
R. Gumble
J. Fite, S. Wilcox

Altar Servers

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:30 AM Dushore B. Tewell, C. Minier

Greeters

4:00 PM Dushore J. & E. Richlin
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Hope
9:30 AM Dushore T. & M. Dailey, J. Wheeler

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and take
away all my worries; and please watch over and
heal my family. Heavenly Father, hold our troops
in Your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless
acts they perform for us in this, our time of need.
These things I humbly ask in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams

Salt and Light
Paul tells us that he came not with
oratory or philosophy, but simply to
tell what God had guaranteed. Paul
alos wrote that our faith should not
depend on human philosophy but
on the power of God. He is not anti-intellectual,
but he puts “first things first.” Our salvation comes
by God’s initiative of love through our crucified
Messiah, Jesus. We are also told we are “salt” and
“light” before all, meant to change the flavor of the
world and show ourselves and others the way in
Christ. How goes it with you?

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A. Illustration © 2001 K.
Sullivan. Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2001, OCP. All rights
reserved.

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass Invitation
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C.
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and
the Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary
in 2017 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass on Sunday, June 11. The event includes a
2:30 PM mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by
a reception. Requests for an invitation, with a
mailing address, should be made through your
pastor before March 13.

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged,
please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish
Goal!
Diocesan Annual Appeal Update:
Our Parish Goal: $41,000
Total Raised: $36,905
Amount under: -$4,095
Percentage of Parishioners Pledged
(177 out of 468 families)

Knights of
Columbus
Sweetheart
Breakfast
Sunday February 12th
7:30 to 11:00 AM
St. Basil’s Hall
Take your sweetheart to breakfast!
A Eucharistic Minister is needed for a few hours
each Thursday morning to help deliver communion
to the homebound and nursing homes. If you are
interested in this very worthwhile ministry, please
call Mary Guglielmi at 570-946-4580.

2016 Financial Statements of Parish
Support
Please contact the rectory if you would like your
financial statement of parish support mailed to you.
Statements will not be sent out unless the rectory is
notified. You may also stop in at the parish office
and pick it up.
Preventing the Flu: Good Health Habits Can
Help Stop Germs
1. Avoid close contact. Avoid close contact
with people who are sick. When you are sick,
keep your distance from others to protect
them from getting sick too.
2. Stay home when you are sick. If possible,
stay home from work, school, and errands
when you are sick. You will help prevent
others from catching your illness.
3. Cover your mouth and nose. Cover your
mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing
or sneezing. It may prevent those around you
from getting sick.
4. Clean your hands. Washing your hands
often will help protect you from germs.
5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
Germs are often spread when a person
touches something that is contaminated with
germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose,
or mouth.
6. Practice other good health habits. Get
plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage
your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat
nutritious food.

St. Basil’s Calendar Raffle Winners
Congratulations to the following winners of the
St. Basil’s January Calendar Raffle!
1/23/17
#941
$ 50.00
William Hawke, Williamsport
1/24/17
#279
$ 50.00
Sheree Wilcox, New Albany
1/25/17
#513
$ 50.00
Lee Ann Wolfe, Towanda
1/26/17
#468
$ 50.00
Phillip Denmon, Dushore
1/27/17
#704
$ 50.00
Ticket Not Sold
1/28/17
#343
$ 50.00
Peggy Black, Laporte
1/29/17
#899
$ 50.00
Ticket Not Sold
1/30/17
#022
$ 50.00
Donna Hill, New Albany
1/31/17
#899
$ 200.00
Ticket Not Sold

Light for the World

St. Scholastica ~ February 10

In today’s Gospel Matthew applies to Jesus the
prophetic oracle of Isaiah: “The people who walked
in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who
dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.” In like
manner, the psalmist’s assertion that the Lord is my
light is echoed in Jesus’ words, “I am the light of the
world; the man who follows me will have the light of
life.”
Christianity is about light. Just as Jesus is light to
the world, so his church is to be light in a world of
darkness. Light enables the beauty of things to be
seen, and we are called to make the beauty of the
world shine. But we are not to call attention to
ourselves: if you are aware of the light in a room, it
is too bright. Our vocation is for others, not
ourselves.

St. Scholastica, sister of St. Benedict,
consecrated her life to God from her earliest
youth.
After her brother went to Monte
Cassino, where he established his famous
monastery, she took up her abode in the
neighborhood at Plombariola, where she
founded and governed a monastery of nuns,
about five miles from that of St. Benedict, who,
it appears, also directed his sister and her nuns.
She visited her brother once a year, and as she
was not allowed to enter his monastery, he
went in company with some of his brethren to
meet her at a house some distance away.
These visits were spent in conferring together
on spiritual matters. One day their spiritual
conversation went on and the hour grew late.
When Benedict indicated it was time for him to
leave, perhaps sensing the time of her death
was drawing near, Scholastica asked him to
stay with her for the evening so they could
continue their discussions. Not wishing to
break his own Rule, Benedict refused, insisting
that he needed to return to his cell. At that
point, Scholastica closed her hands in prayer,
and after a moment, a wild storm started
outside of the guest house in which they were
housed. Benedict asked, “Sister, what have you
done?” to which she replied, “I asked you and
you would not listen; so I asked my God and he
did listen. So now go off, if you can, leave me
and return to your monastery.” Benedict was
unable to return to his monastery, and they
spent the night in discussion. The next morning
they parted to meet no more on earth. Three
days later St. Scholastica died, and her holy
brother beheld her soul in a vision as it
ascended into heaven. He sent his brethren to
bring her body to his monastery and laid it in
the tomb he had prepared for himself. She
died about the year 543, and St. Benedict
followed her soon after. Her feast day is
February 10th.

Surrounded by discrimination, oppression and
war, Christians are challenged to “be united in mind
and judgment,” and they are directed by God’s love
to “bring mankind to unity and peace.” The light we
bring to the world should lead in time to an end of
all the world’s darkness: the alienation and
oppression of peoples, the attacks on human life and
dignity, and disrespect for God’s creation.
“A people living in darkness have seen a great
light.”
The Church … serves as a leaven and as a kind of
soul for human society as it is to be renewed in Christ
and transformed into God’s family. … The Church not
only communicates divine life to men, but in some way
casts the reflected light of that life over the entire earth.
~Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World, 1965: 40
~Gerald Darring

“What must you do to have life? Before all else,
the first thing you have to do is pray for courage
every day to carry the cross the Lord has assigned
you. Then let each of you do your own work
really well, the work proper to your state, as God
wants it, and according to your condition, which
means according to the spirit of the Lord.”
~Blessed Philip Rinaldi

