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The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
February 26th, 2017
~ Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614

St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are relocating to a new parish,
please notify the office before you move.) Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, February 26th, 2017
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 49:14-15
The city of Zion laments that God has forsaken it.
God replies that a mother would not forget her
baby. Yet even if she did forget, “I will never forget
you.”
Responsorial Psalm: 62
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Paul describes himself as a servant of Christ. He
explains that the opinions of other people are
unimportant to him. God is the only one worthy to
judge us. When God returns, he will praise those
who deserve it.
Gospel: Matthew 6:24-34
Jesus warns the people not to waste their time
worrying about material things. He says that God
provides for the birds in the sky. “Are you not more
important than they?” Jesus asked. We should not
worry about food and clothes. Instead we should
act as God wants us to, then he will help provide
for us.

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Things First
Value most what is most valuable and you will find
peace.
The readings from this Sunday make that very
point. They are cool and quietening, refreshing in
times such as the present ones. Keep yourself calm
every day, they say.
But how can they offer calm to us when so many
things are wrong? Jesus’ Gospel words about peace
needs some explaining.
First, he says, don’t get all upset about what you
will eat or drink. Look at the birds of the air. They go
where there is food and the Lord provides the kind
they need. Jesus’ point: the heavenly Father feeds
you too, since you are more important than birds are.
Get your values straight.
Then, as to the clothes you put on, you are worth
more than what you wear. Have you thought about
this? Sometimes we get quite attached to how we are
going to look to others. Or does shame enter in? I
told a story several weeks ago about a wise man
spooning food down his coat sleeve at a party. The
host had demanded that the man put on good clothes,

so it must have been the clothes that were invited to
the party, not the guest!
As we grow older, of course, our bodies need the
help of garments! – but that is not the point. Jesus is
looking to something much deeper, and the theme is,
value what is most valuable. You are more than how
you look. God is more valuable than you. Therefore,
love each in proportion to each other.
And look at the flowers of the field, he says of their
beauty. They do not work or spin, but they are more
impressive than even King Solomon in all his glory.
Go outside, observe the natural beauty you had
forgotten all about. Here is what the poet says about
an ivy field: “There she basks, purple eyes and seas
of liquid leaves all day.” Seas of liquid leaves! Can we
let ourselves catch this sight, observe the delicious
kindness that God shows toward growing things? If
we can, we will see Jesus’ point. God finds each of us
more beautiful than even the life bursting forth
outdoors. Won’t God provide for us at least as much
as for these transitory delicacies?
Maybe you are spending your life on what is of
small value: what you will eat, what you will wear,
how long you will live. These things do not last. They
are too far down the scale of values.
Set your values on what is most valuable and you
will find peace.
If you and I are at all alike, you too have an
uninvited voice inside you that says, “Oh yeah? Well
prove it. Prove that God is worth more than the
treasures around me.”
Ok, here is the proof, in God’s own words to each of
us, from the First Reading:
Can a mother forget her infant,
be without tenderness for the child of her womb?
Even should she forget,
I will never forget you.
God will never forget you. Can you let this love be
the number one value in your life?
~John Foley, SJ

DAILY READINGS
Monday
Sir 17:20-24; Ps 32; Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday
Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50; Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday ~ ASH WEDNESDAY
Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51; 2 Cor 5:20 – 6:2; Mt 6:1-6,16-18
Thursday
Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1; Lk 9:22-25
Friday ~ Saint Katharine Drexel, Virgin
Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday ~ Saint Casimir
Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday ~ FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Gn 2:7-9;3:1-7; Ps 51; Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations

Saturday, February 25
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Emma & Gerard Richardson by Shirley
Chrzanowski
Sunday, February 26
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Joe & Lena Skutnick by the Cullen family
9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People
Ash Wednesday Schedule ~ March 1st
7:00 AM Dushore
Liturgy of the Word/Distribution of Ashes
9:00 AM Mildred
Liturgy of the Word/Distribution of Ashes
7:00 PM Dushore
Liturgy of the Word/Distribution of Ashes
Friday, March 3
8:30 AM Dushore Stations of the Cross
7:00 PM Mildred Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 4
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Leah Hugo by Francis Tourscher
Sunday, March 5
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Gerard “Red” Richardson by Dolly &
Jerry Sick
9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People

Ash Wednesday – the beginning of the Season
of Lent – will be celebrated on
Wednesday, March 1st, 2017. The
following is the schedule of services.

7:00 AM – St. Basil’s, Liturgy of the Word
with Distribution of Ashes
9:00 AM – St. Francis, Liturgy of the Word with
Distribution of Ashes
7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Liturgy of the Word with
Distribution of Ashes

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for
the repose of the soul of Anita Sullivan. As
she shared in the suffering of Christ so may she
now share in the glory of the risen Savior in
heaven.
Father Rojas thanks you for your prayers and
wonderful support. He is recovering from surgery,
which went very well. Please continue to keep him
and his family in your prayers, especially for his
full recovery and complete healing.

From the pastoral constitution on the
Church in the modern world of the Second
Vatican Council
Husband and wife, by the covenant of marriage,
are no longer two, but one flesh. By their intimate
union of persons and of actions they give mutual
help and service to each other, experience the
meaning of their unity, and gain an ever deeper
understanding of it day by day.
This intimate union in the mutual self-giving of
two persons, as well as the good of the children,
demands full fidelity from both, and an indissoluble
unity between them.
Christ the Lord has abundantly blessed this
richly complex love and fidelity. So now the Savior
of mankind, the Bridegroom of the Church, meets
Christian husbands and wives in the sacrament of
matrimony. Further, he remains with them in
order that, as he loved the Church and gave himself
up for her, so husband and wife may, in mutual
self-giving, love each other with perpetual fidelity.
True married love is caught up into God’s love;
it is guided and enriched by the redeeming power
of Christ and the saving action of the Church, in
order that the partners may be effectively led to
God, and receive help and strength in the sublime
responsibility of parenthood.
Christian partners are therefore strengthened,
and as it were consecrated, by a special sacrament
for the duties and the dignity of their state. By the
power of this sacrament they fulfill their
obligations to each other and to their family, and
are filled with the spirit of Christ. This spirit
pervades their whole lives with faith, hope and
love. Thus they promote their own perfection and
each other’s sanctification, and so contribute
together to the greater glory of God.
Hence, with parents leading the way by example
and family prayer, their children – indeed, all
within the family circle – will find it easier to make
progress in natural virtues, in salvation and in
holiness. Husband and wife, raised to the dignity
and the responsibility of parenthood, will be
zealous in fulfilling their task as educators,
especially in the sphere of religious education, a
task that is primarily their own.
Children, as active members of the family,
contribute in their own way to the holiness of their
parents. With the love of grateful hearts, with
loving respect and trust, they will return the
generosity of their parents, and will stand by them
as true sons and daughters when their parents
meet with hardship and the loneliness of old age.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
February 4th & 5th, 2017
$4,491.79
Care & Education of Priests
$809.23

February 11th & 12th, 2017
$3,158.52
Building & Maintenance
$431.50

February 18th & 19th, 2017
$3,315.00
Fuel Collection
$1,369.00
March Second Collections

March 4th & 5th ~ Care & Education of Priests
March 11th & 12th ~ Building & Maintenance
March 18th & 19th ~ Heat & Eat Fund
March 25th & 26th ~ Fuel Oil Fund

Thank you for your generosity!
Please note: Every year at this time we usually
have rough weather resulting in rough
attendance that translates into very rough
collections.  We depend on your generosity to
help to fund the many ministries in our parish
along with assessments, insurances, utilities and
other expenses. We understand that weather,
illness and other unexpected circumstances do
arise that make attending Mass difficult, but we
ask you to please continue to contribute your
weekly offering by mailing it to the rectory or
putting it in the collection when you are able.
Thank you for your consideration!

Word of Life: “Whether it lasts for a brief moment or
for a hundred years, each of our lives is a good and
perfect gift. At every stage and in every circumstance,
we are held in existence by God’s love … Every life is
worth living.”
~USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
Respect Life Program Flyer

Patron of the Week

Finan Monuments

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin .

Liturgical Ministers for March 4th & 5th
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

D. Homer
H. Clark
J. Tourscher

Lectors

K. Homer, J. Shoemaker
S. Moyer
D. Hallam, M. L. McCamley

Altar Servers

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:30 AM Dushore B. Tewell, C. Minier

Greeters

4:00 PM Dushore C. & C. A. Gindele
7:30 PM Mildred
D. Caccia
9:30 AM Dushore M. & K. Evangelisti, R. Broschart

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and take
away all my worries; and please watch over and
heal my family. Heavenly Father, hold our troops
in Your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless
acts they perform for us in this, our time of need.
These things I humbly ask in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass Invitation
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C.
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and
the Office for Parish Life wish to invite couples
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary
in 2017 to a diocesan Wedding Anniversary
Mass on Sunday, June 11. The event includes a
2:30 PM mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by
a reception. Requests for an invitation, with a
mailing address, should be made through your
pastor before March 13.

A Eucharistic Minister is needed for a few hours
each Thursday morning to help deliver communion
to the homebound and nursing homes. If you are
interested in this very worthwhile ministry, please
call Mary Guglielmi at 570-946-4580.

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged,
please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish
Goal!
Diocesan Annual Appeal Update:
Our Parish Goal: $41,000
Total Raised: $37,430
Amount under: -$3,570
Percentage of Parishioners Pledged
(181 out of 468 families)

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law
enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you
are encouraged to immediately report the matter to
law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been
subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement.
In accordance with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports
of suspected child abuse should also be made
immediately by phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse
Hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically
at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil
and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese is
equally committed to adhering to the norms of the
Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and
Young People, which includes supporting victims of
sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual
well-being.
As such, information regarding an
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be
reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator Mary
Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551 or to Diocesan officials,
including the vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M.
Muldowney, V.G., at 570-207-2269.

Registration Open for UNC’s Camp Kelly
(formerly Camp St. Andrew)
Registration is now open for 2017 summer camp
programs at United Neighborhood Centers of
NEPA’s Camp Kelly (formerly Camp St. Andrew).
Week-long Girls Resident, Girls Basketball, Boys
Resident, and Boys Basketball camps are all
available, as well as a Father/Son Weekend and
Women’s Weekend. For more information, or to
register online, visit www.uncnepa.org/campkelly or
call 570-346-0759.

The Scranton Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women will conduct a Lenten Prayer Breakfast
on Saturday, April 1, 2017 at the Diocese of
Scranton Pastoral Center, 330 Wyoming Avenue,
Scranton, PA. The retreat will begin at 9:00 am
and will end with Mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral at
12:10 pm. The speaker will be Megan Murphy
(www.meganmurphyministries.com). Megan is
a dynamic woman of faith who will talk about
the inestimable value of confession, prayer,
suffering, and sacrifice – some of the greatest
gifts Christ has given us, which we often
undervalue, avoid and even reject. Megan will
speak on the profound transformative and
healing power these gifts can have on us, as
opportunities to deepen our relationship with
the Lord and with loved ones. Megan will
encourage women to immerse themselves in
confession, sacrifice and prayer which will lead
to a life of abundance, holiness and peace!
Megan is a parishioner of Christ the King Parish
in Archbald and resides in Dunmore with her
husband and four daughters. All Catholic women
are invited to attend. A full breakfast will be
served. The cost is $20. Please send your
reservation with payment to: Helen Oravec, 814
Theresa Street, Peckville, PA 18452.
The
reservation deadline is Friday, March 24th.
Contact Judith Poltanis at 570-470-1536, Mary
Lloyd at 570-578-6720 or Nancy Addley at 570536-4466 if additional information is required.

LENTEN CELEBRATIONS & SERVICES

The following services and celebrations will be held
throughout the season of Lent. All are welcome.

Lenten Community Worship Service
Zion Lutheran Church, Dushore
Wednesdays during Lent
6:00 PM Soup and Sandwich
7:00 PM Community Worship
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will be celebrated
on Fridays during Lent at 8:30 AM in
St. Basil’s Church followed by Daily
Mass at 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Church.

Evening Prayer (Vespers)
Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited each
weekday evening during Lent at 6:00 PM in St.
Basil’s Church. All are welcome to come and
pray one of the oldest and most beautiful forms
of the Church’s prayer.

The Disciplines of Lent
The season of Lent begins this year on Ash
Wednesday, March 1st. Traditionally, Lent has
been marked by three disciplines. The first of
these is prayer. We will all be encouraged to try
our best at setting aside more time for prayer than
we are accustomed to doing. In our parish,
Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited Monday
through Friday at 6:00 PM in St. Basil’s Church and
Stations of the Cross every Friday. In addition to
these public forms of worship, we are encouraged
to journey into the Lenten desert through
meditation, reflection and contemplation.
The second discipline is fasting and abstinence.
Those between the ages of 18 and 60 are obligated
to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
Fasting, as defined by the church, consists of eating
one full meal for the day and eating two partial
meals, avoiding any food in between. Abstinence is
an obligation for the faithful to refrain from eating
meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and the
Fridays of Lent. In addition, many people will
abstain from desserts, sweets and other treats
during Lent.
The third discipline of Lent is almsgiving and
works of charity. This reminds us that Lent is
primarily a season of doing and through a deeper
awareness of the concerns of those around us,
particularly the poor and the needy, we may more
closely conform our lives to Christ.

The Love of God
Today’s liturgy is about love: “help us to love
you with all our hearts and to love all men as you
love them.” It is also about justice: we are to
“seek justice,” following the Lord, who “secures
justice for the oppressed,” and following Christ,
whom God has made “our wisdom and also our
justice.”
But God’s love and justice are different from
ours. The Gospel teaches us that in the just world
of God, the sorrowing are consoled, the lowly
inherit the land, the hungry have their fill, and the
persecuted rejoice at being insulted and slandered.
The children of God are different from the children
of the world: “God chose those whom the world
considers absurd to shame the wise; he singled out
the weak of this world to shame the strong. He
chose the world’s lowborn and despised, those
who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those
who were something.”
The love of God is more powerful than all the
sin we can muster, and the justice of God
overcomes all the world’s injustice, its poverty and
hunger, its oppression and war, its alienation and
domination of others. “The Lord sets captives
free.” May we be saved by the Lord’s love.
Christian love of neighbor and justice cannot be
separated. For love implies an absolute demand for
justice, namely a recognition of the dignity and rights of
one’s neighbor. Justice attains its inner fullness only in
love. Because every man is truly a visible image of the
invisible God and a brother of Christ, the Christian finds
in every man God himself and God’s absolute demand
for justice and love.
~Synod of Bishops, Justice in the World, 1971, 34.
~Gerald Darring

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Once again, the Knights of
Columbus will be having their
famous Fish Dinners during the
season of Lent from 4:00 to 7:00 pm
in St. Basil’s Hall. This year, the dates are:
Friday, March 10th,
Friday, March 24th
Friday, April 7th
4:00 to 7:00 in St. Basil’s Hall
See you there!

