+/

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
March 19th, 2017
~Dushore,
Third
Sunday of Lent
P O Box 307,
PA 18614

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this
place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His
blessing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the
Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from
the pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are relocating to a new parish,
please notify the office before you move.) Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk
to God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone
number of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following
the 9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required
to attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six
months prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day
or night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or
health care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture
of life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart
of Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Third Sunday of Lent

Sunday, March 19th, 2017
Sunday Readings

First Reading: Exodus 17:3-7
This story from Exodus reveals that the Israelites, after
their escape from Egypt, cast all blame for their
sufferings on Moses. In this instance, they were dying of
thirst. When Moses appealed to the Lord, the Lord
directed Moses to strike a rock and water would gush
forth.
Responsorial Psalm: 95
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-2,5-8
Paul reminds the Romans that because Christ died for
all people, they are acceptable in God’s sight.
Gospel: John 4:5-42
Jesus converses with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s
Well. When Jesus indicates that whoever drinks from
the water He gives will never be thirsty again, the
woman immediately answers, “Give me this water, sir
…” Jesus then reveals that she has had five husbands
and tells her that He is the Messiah. The woman
believes Jesus and proclaims this news to all the
townspeople, who believe her and come to see Jesus.
DAILY READINGS
Monday ~ SAINT JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
2 Sm 7:4-5a,12-14a,16; Ps 89; Rom 4:13,16-18,22; Mt
1:16,18-21,24a
Tuesday
Dn 3:25,34-43; Ps 25; Mt 18:21-35
Wednesday
Dt 4:1,5-9; Ps 147; Mt 5:17-19
Thursday ~ Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95; Lk 11:14-23
Friday
Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81; Mk 12:28-34
Saturday ~ THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
Is 7:10-14,8-10; Ps 40; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38
Sunday ~ FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
1 Sm 16:1b,6-7,10-13a; Ps 23; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41

Third Sunday of Lent
The Gospel reading tells us the story of a
woman who is worthless by the standards of
Jewish society at that time.
Jesus has sent his disciples off for food, and he is
sitting at a well when she comes to draw water.
There is every reason why he shouldn’t talk to her
at all.
First, she is a woman. It is only the disciples’
awe of Jesus that keeps them from asking him what
he thought he was doing when they return and find
him talking to her, without even a chaperone by
her.
Secondly, she is a Samaritan. As she herself
points out to him, Jews don’t talk to Samaritans.
Samaritans are self-made outcasts, from the Jewish
point of view; and self-respecting Jews stay away
from them.
And, thirdly, this Samaritan has the sort of
history that makes women pariahs even in their
home communities. Jesus knows her status, and he
lets her see that he does. She has had five
husbands – five husbands! – and she is currently
living with a man to whom she is not married.
Even by the lax standards of our own day, this sort
of history would make people look askance at her.
In her village, she is undoubtedly a shamed person.
So, taken it all and all, she’s a worthless person,
isn’t she? What Jew or Samaritan would want to
invite her to lunch? But, you might be thinking, the
savior of the world could certainly spare a crumb
even for a shamed Samaritan woman. He could
preach to her that her sins are forgiven, you might
be supposing, or he could offer her some other
kind of pastoral help.
But he doesn’t. He asks her to help him. He
opens conversation with her by asking her to give
him a drink.
And then look at how the story ends: she
brings belief in Jesus to her village, and the villagers
come to Jesus because of her.
She isn’t worthless then, is she? Indeed she
isn’t. On the contrary, because of Jesus, she takes
her rightful place among the apostles.
The
evangelization of the whole village is her
accomplishment.
And so when Jesus asks her to care for him, he
starts a process that brings her from being
worthless to being the apostle to her village.
The remedy of love for human worthlessness is
modeled for us here.
~Eleonore Stump

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, March 18
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Edward Chrzanowski by Dee Ann, Rick,
Mitchell & Kara Pedro
Sunday, March 19
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Grace Bohensky by Andrew, Megan &
Elise Bohensky
Monday, March 20
9:00 AM Dushore Tom Fritsch by Mimi Fritsch
Tuesday, March 21
9:00 AM Mildred Helen Taylor by Norman Taylor
Thursday, March 23
9:00 AM Mildred Alice Kaier by Donna Guglielmi & Raelyn
& Amanda Cox
Friday, March 24
8:30 AM Dushore Stations of the Cross
9:00 AM Dushore Joseph Cullen by Joe, Cathy, Pattie, Dick
& John Ambs
7:00 PM Mildred Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 25
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by
Elaine & John Fewer & family
Sunday, March 26
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Lucy Sick by Lee Ann Wolfe

In Loving Memory

The Sanctuary Candles in St. Basil’s
Church and St. Francis of Assisi Church
are burning in loving memory of Bernadette
& Nathan Weaver by the family
The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are
burning in loving memory of Grace Bohensky by
Bob & Mary Getz and family
In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for
the repose of the soul of Marie Bonanni. As she
shared in the suffering of Christ, so may she
now share in the glory of the Risen Savior in
heaven.
Dear God,
I take my humble heart with its anxieties and joys
and put it into your mother’s Immaculate Heart.
Mary, please take my heart in yours and deliver it
to the Sacred Heart of your Son, Jesus Christ.

From a sermon by Saint Bernadine of Siena,
priest
The faithful foster-father and guardian
There is a general rule concerning all special
graces granted to any human being. Whenever the
divine favor chooses someone to receive a special
grace, or to accept a lofty vocation, God adorns the
person chosen with all the gifts of the Spirit needed
to fulfill the task at hand.
This general rule is especially verified in the
case of Saint Joseph, the foster-father of our Lord
and the husband of the Queen of our world,
enthroned above the angels. He was chosen by the
eternal Father as the trustworthy guardian and
protector of his greatest treasures, namely, his
divine Son and Mary, Joseph’s wife. He carried out
this vocation with complete fidelity until at last
God called him, saying: Good and faithful servant,
enter into the joy of your Lord.
What then is Joseph’s position in the whole
Church of Christ? Is he not a man chosen and set
apart? Through him and, yes, under him, Christ
was fittingly and honorably introduced into the
world. Holy Church in its entirety is indebted to
the Virgin Mother because through her it was
judged worthy to receive Christ. But after her we
undoubtedly owe special gratitude and reverence
to Saint Joseph.
In this the Old Testament finds its fitting close.
He brought the noble line of patriarchs and
prophets to its promised fulfillment. What the
divine goodness had offered as a promise to them,
he held in his arms.
Obviously, Christ does not now deny to Joseph
that intimacy, reverence and very high honor
which he gave him on earth, as a son to his father.
Rather we must say that in heaven Christ
completes and perfects all that he gave at Nazareth.
Now we can see how the last summoning words
of the Lord appropriately apply to Saint Joseph:
Enter into the joy of your Lord. In fact, although the
joy of eternal happiness enters into the soul of a
man, the Lord preferred to say to Joseph: Enter
into joy. His intention was that the words should
have a hidden spiritual meaning for us. They
convey not only that this holy man possesses an
inward joy, but also that it surrounds him and
engulfs him like an infinite abyss.
Remember us, Saint Joseph, and plead for us to
your foster-child. Ask your most holy bride, the
Virgin Mary, to look kindly upon us, since she is the
mother of him who with the Father and the Holy
Spirit lives and reigns eternally. Amen.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
March 11th & 12th, 2017
$3,498.00
Building & Maintenance
$350.16
March Second Collections
March 18th & 19th ~ Heat & Eat Fund
March 25th & 26th ~ Fuel Oil Fund

Thank you for your generosity!
Please note: Every year at this time we usually have
rough weather resulting in rough attendance that
translates into very rough collections.  We depend
on your generosity to help to fund the many ministries
in our parish along with assessments, insurances,
utilities and other expenses. We understand that
weather, illness and other unexpected circumstances do
arise that make attending Mass difficult, but we ask
you to please continue to contribute your weekly
offering by mailing it to the rectory or putting it in the
collection when you are able.

Thank you for your consideration!

Word of Life: “Life is a gift from God and so is his
mercy. May we cherish and promote both!”
~Bridges of Mercy for Post-Abortion Healing
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2016-17

Words worth pondering . . .
Swallowing angry words is
much better than having to eat them.
Operation Rice Bowl Second Week of Lent
Encounter Opportunity

We encounter Fernando in El
Salvador where, despite a lack of
economic opportunity, youth are pursuing their
dreams of building businesses to better the lives of
their families. How have you worked to better the
lives of others this Lent? Visit crsricebowl.org for
more.

Patron of the Week

Spako tree Service

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin .

Liturgical Ministers for March 25th & 26th
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

R. Finan
J. Walsh
J. Krakoski

Lectors

R. Green, J. A. Shoemaker
S. Moyer
D. Hallam, M L McCamley

Altar Servers

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:30 AM Dushore B. Tewell, C. Minier

Greeters

4:00 PM Dushore J. Harney
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Hope
9:30 AM Dushore M. & K. Evangelisti, J. Wheeler

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and take
away all my worries; and please watch over and
heal my family. Heavenly Father, hold our troops
in Your loving hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless
acts they perform for us in this, our time of need.
These things I humbly ask in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Air Force Captain Shawn M. McDonald
145 Kings Highway; Apt 307
Dover, DE 19901
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams

IHM Requiem Choir
The IHM Requiem Choir will begin its
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies,
beginning
with
the
next
funeral. Rehearsals will begin an hour
prior to the funeral Mass. This is a
unique way to serve, to sing, and to
especially minister to those who are
grieving. Please email Deb Rojas at
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-6336084 to receive information of upcoming
funerals.

A Eucharistic Minister is needed for a few hours
each Thursday morning to help deliver communion
to the homebound and nursing homes. If you are
interested in this very worthwhile ministry, please
call Mary Guglielmi at 570-946-4580.

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged,
please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish
Goal!
Diocesan Annual Appeal Update:
Our Parish Goal: $41,000
Total Raised: $37,780
Amount under: -$3,220
Percentage of Parishioners Pledged
(181 out of 468 families)

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law
enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you
are encouraged to immediately report the matter to
law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been
subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement.
In accordance with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports
of suspected child abuse should also be made
immediately by phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse
Hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically
at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil
and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese is
equally committed to adhering to the norms of the
Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and
Young People, which includes supporting victims of
sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual
well-being.
As such, information regarding an
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be
reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator Mary
Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551 or to Diocesan officials,
including the vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M.
Muldowney, V.G., at 570-207-2269.

Registration Open for UNC’s Camp Kelly
(formerly Camp St. Andrew)
Registration is now open for 2017 summer camp
programs at United Neighborhood Centers of
NEPA’s Camp Kelly (formerly Camp St. Andrew).
Week-long Girls Resident, Girls Basketball, Boys
Resident, and Boys Basketball camps are all
available, as well as a Father/Son Weekend and
Women’s Weekend. For more information, or to
register online, visit www.uncnepa.org/campkelly or
call 570-346-0759.

Father Rojas thanks you for your prayers and
wonderful support. He is recovering from
surgery, which went very well. Please continue
to keep him and his family in your prayers,
especially for his full recovery and complete
healing.

LENTEN CELEBRATIONS & SERVICES

The following services and celebrations will be
held throughout the season of Lent. All are
welcome.

Lenten Community Worship Service
Zion Lutheran Church, Dushore
Wednesdays during Lent
6:00 PM Soup and Sandwich
7:00 PM Community Worship
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will be
celebrated on Fridays during Lent
at 8:30 AM in St. Basil’s Church
and 7:00 PM in St. Francis of
Assisi Church.

Evening Prayer (Vespers)
Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited
each weekday evening during Lent at 6:00
PM in St. Basil’s Church. All are welcome
to come and pray one of the oldest and most
beautiful forms of the Church’s prayer.

Softening the Heart
In today’s Gospel, Jesus promises the
Samaritan woman “living water which shall
become a fountain within her, leaping up to
provide eternal life.” The liturgy on this
Lenten Sunday places Jesus’ promise within
the context of the Exodus account of water
coming from the rock of Horeb.
The Responsorial Psalm refers both to the
“Rock of our salvation” and also to hardened
hearts. On the one hand, there is the Rock
from which the water of eternal life flows
(God). On the other hand, there are rocks (our
hearts) which we seek to soften in Lent by
“prayer, fasting and works of mercy.”
We believe, with Paul, that “the love of God
has been poured out in our hearts through the
Holy Spirit.” That love of God should make us a
forgiving people, one that enables the world to
“be brought together in unity and peace.”
Our goal is to “harden not our hearts:” to be
concerned for the poor and suffering, to
forgive the criminal, to welcome the stranger,
to love our enemies.
“If only you recognized God’s gift … “
By becoming for people a model of
merciful love for others, Christ proclaims by his
actions even more than by his words that call to
mercy which is one of the essential elements of
the gospel ethos.
In this instance it is not just a case of fulfilling
a commandment or an obligation of an ethical
nature: it is also a case of satisfying a condition
of major importance for God to reveal himself in
his mercy to man: ”The merciful … shall obtain
mercy.”
~Pope John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia, 1980:3
~Gerald Darring

Knights of Columbus Fish Dinners
4:00 to 7:00 pm
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore.
Friday, March 24th
Friday, April 7th
Desserts are needed!

Lenten Penance Services
Confessions will be heard on Sunday, March
26th, at 4:00 PM in St. Basil’s Church,
Dushore. Guest confessors will assist. Come
and experience God’s gentle compassion and
forgiveness.
Additional Area Lenten Penance Services
St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing
Sunday, March 26, 2:00 PM
St. Michael’s Church, Canton
Sunday, April 2, 2:00 PM
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda
Sunday, April 2, 4:00 PM
Epiphany, Sayre
Sunday, April 9, 3:00 PM
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy
This Lenten season, why not try focusing not on
giving something up but on giving of yourself. An
excellent way to do this is by practicing the
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, which are
actions we can perform that extend God’s
compassion and mercy to those in need.
Corporal Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy are these kind acts by
which we help our neighbors with their material
and physical needs.
Feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe
the naked, visit the sick and imprisoned, bury
the dead, give alms to the poor.
Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of
compassion, as listed below, by which we help our
neighbors with their emotional and spiritual needs.
Instruct, advise, console, comfort, forgive,
bear wrongs patiently.
By performing these works of mercy we can give of
ourselves this Lent and be Christ-bearers to all we
meet.

2017 Third Annual Catholic Men’s Conference
“Be a Man: Mary’s Call to Battle”
May 6, 2017 at King’s College, Scandlon
Physical Education Center, 149 North Main St.
Wilkes Barre
Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary at 6:00 am,
Registration/Continental Breakfast 7:00 am,
Conference 8:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Register on line at www.beamanconference.com
Call 570-207-2213 (Diocesan Pastoral Center) or
mail a completed conference brochure application
(available in the entrance of each church) with your
check to Attn: Men’s Conference, Office for Parish
Life, 330 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA 18503.

