
+/ 
 

 
 

 
 

P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
 
 

 
 
 

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 

(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 

Website ~ ihmdushore.com 
 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
Or by appointment 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish  
March 19th, 2017 ~ Fourth Sunday of Lent 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this 
place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His 
blessing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from 
the pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk 
to God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone 
number of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following 
the 9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required 
to attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six 
months prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day 
or night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or 
health care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture 
of life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart 

of Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Fourth Sunday  
of Lent 

 
 

Sunday, March 26th, 2017 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
In seeking a King for the Israelites, Samuel traveled to 
Jesse of Bethlehem, who had seven sons.  Commanded 
by God to ignore the elder sons, Samuel anointed the 
youngest, David. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 23 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 
Paul exhorts the Ephesians to live as “children of light” 
in goodness and truth and to avoid evil deeds “done in 
darkness.” 
 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 
Jesus performs the miracle of giving sight to the man 
born blind.  Because Jesus performed this miracle on 
the Sabbath, the Pharisees called him a “sinner,” but the 
blind man said, “He is a prophet.”  Jesus later reveals to 
the blind man that He is the Son of Man. 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
     Sunday’s Gospel is about the cure of a blind 
man – and about the blindness of those who think 
they can see. 
     The healing takes place on the Sabbath:  Jesus 
makes clay with his own saliva and sends the blind 
man to wash in the “Pool of Siloam.”  When he 
comes back, Jesus is not there anymore but the 
man’s sight is!  Confusion reigns among the 
bystanders.  “This can’t be the blind guy that used 
to sit and beg.”  “No, it is someone else.”  “Ok, but 
it looks just like him.”  And so on. 
     They drag him to the Pharisees, and now 
confusion conquers all.  “The law says thou shall 
keep the Sabbath holy,” one Pharisee says.  “Look 
at the facts.  This Jesus pretended to work a 
miracle on the Sabbath day.  Therefore he is a 

sinner and cannot have come from God.”  Another 
finishes the thought, “… so he certainly could not 
work a miracle!”  They make up a rule for 
themselves:  “Anyone who now can see must 
always have been able to see!” 
     “Let’s go get proof,” they say.  “His family must 
know he was never blind.”  They run and find the 
parents.  But these reply blandly that their son 
certainly had been blind since he was born.  Ouch! 
     So they go back to the man with a new strategy.  
They pretend that they believe in the cure and are 
fascinated by it.  They pose a cynical question.  
“How did this Jesus accomplish such a wonderful 
miracle?”  The blind man’s tart reply is:  “I told you 
already and you did not listen.  Do you need to 
hear it again?  Or is it that you want to be his 
disciples, too?”  Sarcasm in the gospel!  The 
Pharisees are outraged and they begin insulting the 
man. 
     Why are these Pharisees so impassioned?  
Because they will lose their power and their wealth 
and control if Jesus actually has divine power.  He 
will take over.  They have to blind themselves to 
the truth or else.   
     What is that truth?  Simple.  Jesus has given not 
only sight but depth of sight to a man born without 
it.  This is why the fellow was blind in the first 
place, Jesus tells us, so that the works of God could 
be made seeable.  Does the man accept this?  “I do 
believe, Lord,” he says. 
     His heart had been healed in addition to his 
eyes. 
     Who can understand such a cure?  Not the 
Pharisees.  Not you or me if we are protecting our 
place in the world.  They lusted for control over 
others, for respect and self-will.  They need spittle 
put on their souls so they will see clearly.  So do 
we.  Surely, given the chance, we would act the 
same way. 
     And that is why this long Gospel is presented 
now, during Lent, the time of preparation.  You 
and I are preparing for a still greater healing at 
Easter, and we need to start washing out our souls 
to see it.  Jesus will suffer from the world’s 
blindness and will die from it.  But the world, by 
killing him, will be healed from death and suffering, 
from hate and fear, healed by events that began 
with hatred itself. 
     Jesus descended into darkness in order to open 
our eyes to a love stronger than dark. 

     ~John Foley, SJ 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, March 25 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by  
  Elaine & John Fewer & family 
Sunday, March 26 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Lucy Sick by Lee Ann Wolfe  
Monday, March 27 
9:00 AM Dushore Rita Green by Phillip & Martina  
  Denmon 
Tuesday, March 28 
9:00 AM Mildred Irene Silverstrim by the family 
Thursday, March 30 
9:00 AM Mildred Patrick Flynn by Bob & Mary Getz 
Friday, March 31 
8:30 AM Dushore Stations of the Cross 
9:00 AM Dushore Frank & Emma Ambs by the Cullen  
  family 
7:00 PM Mildred Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, April 1 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People 
Sunday, April 2 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Rose Anderson by Christine & Michael  
  Skurecki 
9:30 AM Dushore John Cosgrove by Maureen Cosgrove 

 
DAILY READINGS 

Monday 
Is 65:17-21; Ps 30; Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday 
Ez 47:1-9,12; Ps 46; Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday 
Is 49:8-15; PS 145; Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday 
Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106; Jn 5:31-47 

Friday 
Wis 2:1a,12-22; Ps 34; Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30 

Saturday 
Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7; Jn 7:40-53 

Sunday ~ FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
Ex 37:12-14; Ps 130; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 

  

In Loving Memory 
The Sanctuary Candles in St. Basil’s Church 

and St. Francis of Assisi Church are 
burning in loving memory of Bernadette & 

Nathan Weaver by the family 
 

The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are 
burning in loving memory of Grace 

Bohensky by Bob & Mary Getz and family 

From the book addressed to Autolycus by Saint 
Theophilus of Antioch, bishop 

     If you say, “Show me your God,” I will say to 
you, “Show me what kind of person you are, and I 
will show you my God.”  Show me then whether the 
eyes of your mind can see, and the ears of your 
heart hear. 
     It is like this.  Those who can see with the eyes of 
their bodies are aware of what is happening in this 
life on earth.  They get to know things that are 
different from each other.  They distinguish light 
and darkness, black and white, ugliness and 
beauty, elegance and inelegance, proportion and 
lack of proportion, excess and defect.  The same is 
true of the sounds we hear:  high or low or 
pleasant.  So it is with the ears of our heart and the 
eyes of our mind in their capacity to hear or see 
God. 
     God is seen by those who have the capacity to 
see him, provided that they keep the eyes of their 
mind open.  All have eyes, but some have eyes that 
are shrouded in darkness, unable to see the light of 
the sun.  Because the blind cannot see it, it does not 
follow that the sun does not shine.  The blind must 
trace the cause back to themselves and their eyes.  
In the same way, you have eyes in your mind that 
are shrouded in darkness because of your sins and 
evil deeds. 
     A person’s soul should be clean, like a mirror 
reflecting light.  If there is rust on the mirror his 
face cannot be seen in it.  In the same way, no one 
who has sin within him can see God. 
     But if you will you can be healed.  Hand yourself 
over to the doctor, and he will open the eyes of 
your mind and heart.  Who is to be the doctor?  It is 
God, who heals and gives life through his Word and 
wisdom.  Through his Word and wisdom he 
created the universe, for by his Word the heavens 
were established, and by his Spirit all their array.  
His wisdom is supreme.  God by wisdom founded 
the earth, by understanding he arranged the 
heavens, by his knowledge the depths broke forth 
and the clouds poured out the dew. 
     If you understand this, and live in purity and 
holiness and justice, you may see God.  But, before 
all, faith and the fear of God must take the first 
place in your heart, and then you will understand 
all this.  When you have laid aside mortality and 
been clothed in immortality, then you will see God 
according to your merits.  God raises up your flesh 
to immortality along with your soul, and then, once 
made immortal, you will see the immortal One, if 
you believe in him now. 



 

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

 

March 18th & 19th, 2017 
$4,238.50 

Heat & Eat Fund 
$342.30 

 

March Second Collections 
March 25th & 26th ~ Fuel Oil Fund 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Please note:  Every year at this time we usually have 
rough weather resulting in rough attendance that 
translates into very rough collections.    We depend 
on your generosity to help to fund the many ministries 
in our parish along with assessments, insurances, 
utilities and other expenses.  We understand that 
weather, illness and other unexpected circumstances do 
arise that make attending Mass difficult, but we ask 
you to please continue to contribute your weekly 
offering by mailing it to the rectory or putting it in the 
collection when you are able.   
 

Thank you for your consideration! 
 
Word of Life:  “When God created each of us, He did 

so with precision and purpose, and He looks on each of 

us with love that cannot be outdone in intensity or 

tenderness.” 
~USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

Respect Life Program Flyer:  Masterpieces of God’s Creation 
 

Dear God, 
I take my humble heart with its anxieties and joys 
and put it into your mother’s Immaculate Heart. 

Mary, please take my heart in yours and deliver it 
to the Sacred Heart of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Operation Rice Bowl Second Week of Lent  
Encounter Community 

We encounter Maria in Mexico, 
where a community of hardworking 

women share joys, sorrows and fellowship while 
growing economic opportunity at a greenhouse.  
How have your communities helped you encounter 
Christ anew this Lent? 
 
 

Liturgical Ministers for April 1st & 2nd                   
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore    J. Lambert 
     7:30 PM Mildred     H. Clark 
    9:30 AM Dushore      D. McDonough 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    D. Lambert, K. Homer 
     7:30 PM Mildred      S. Moyer  
     9:30 AM Dushore    P. Wylie, J. Wheeler 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore   Z. & S. Pedro  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   C. & C. A. Gindele 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Hope 
     9:30 AM Dushore   J. & D. Fite, R. Broschart 

 
A Prayer for our Military 

God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams 

 
IHM Requiem Choir 

The IHM Requiem Choir will begin its 
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies, 
beginning with the next 
funeral.  Rehearsals will begin an hour 
prior to the funeral Mass.  This is a 
unique way to serve, to sing, and to 
especially minister to those who are 
grieving.  Please email Deb Rojas at 
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-633-
6084 to receive information of upcoming 
funerals.   

 
 



 

Your gift can do it!! If you have not yet pledged, 
please help us reach our Annual Appeal Parish 

Goal! 
 

Diocesan Annual Appeal Update: 
Our Parish Goal: $41,000 

Total Raised: $37,780 
Amount under:  -$3,220 

Percentage of Parishioners Pledged  
(181 out of 468 families) 

 

 
Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor 
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law 
enforcement.  If you are a victim of sexual abuse 
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay 
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you 
are encouraged to immediately report the matter to 
law enforcement.  If any priest, deacon, religious, lay 
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has 
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been 
subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement.  
In accordance with the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports 
of suspected child abuse should also be made 
immediately by phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse 
Hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically 
at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis 
     It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil 
and state regulations.  To this end, the Diocese is 
equally committed to adhering to the norms of the 
Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the 
USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People, which includes supporting victims of 
sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual 
well-being.  As such, information regarding an 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be 
reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator Mary 
Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551 or to Diocesan officials, 
including the vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M. 
Muldowney, V.G., at 570-207-2269. 

 

Patron of the Week 
Blooming Florist 

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin.  
 

CHRISM MASS 
All the faithful of the Diocese are invited to attend 
the Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Peter, 
Scranton, on Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 4:00 PM.  
At this Mass priests from throughout the Diocese 
will renew their priestly promises before the 
Bishop, and the oils to be used for the sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation, Anointing of the Sick 
and Holy Orders will be blessed.  Participation in 
the Chrism Mass is a beautiful way to pray for and 
support the priests of the Diocese. 
 

Act of Contrition 
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having 
offended you and I detest all my sins, because I 
dread the loss of heaven and the pains of hell, but 
most of all because they offend you, my God, 
who are all good and deserving of all my love.  I 
firmly resolve, with the help of your grace, to 
confess my sins, to do penance, and amend my 
life.  Amen. 

 

 

LENTEN CELEBRATIONS & SERVICES 
The following services and celebrations will be 

held throughout the season of Lent.  All are 
welcome. 

Lenten Community Worship Service 
Zion Lutheran Church, Dushore 

Wednesdays during Lent 
6:00 PM Soup and Sandwich 

7:00 PM Community Worship 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Stations of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross will be 

celebrated on Fridays during Lent 
at 8:30 AM in St. Basil’s Church 

and 7:00 PM in St. Francis of 
Assisi Church. 

Evening Prayer (Vespers) 
Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited 

each weekday evening during Lent at 6:00 
PM in St. Basil’s Church.  All are welcome 
to come and pray one of the oldest and most 

beautiful forms of the Church’s prayer. 
 



Looking Into the Heart 
The prophet Samuel comes to Bethlehem to 
choose a new king from the family of Jesse.  He 
rejects Jesse’s oldest son because “Not as man 
sees does God see, because man sees the 
appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.”  
With this single statement, the Word of God 
unmasks much of the world’s blindness. 
     We look at poor people and see nothing 
other than rundown houses and littered 
streets.  We look at the homeless and see 
nothing other than dirty faces and ragged 
clothes.  We look at people who are different 
from us and we see nothing other than the 
color of their skin or the way they manipulate 
their bodily limbs. 
     In today’s Gospel, Jesus, the light of the 
world, takes away the man’s blindness.  This 
wonderful story challenges us to “live as 
children of light.” 
     Our Lenten prayer and sacrifice should 
serve to take away our blindness so that we 
can look into the hearts of others and love 
them as brothers and sisters.  It “should turn 
hatred to love, conflict to peace, death to 
eternal life.”  It should enable us to say with the 
blind man: “I can see and I believe in God.” 
 
     God’s word proclaims the oneness of the 
human family – from the first words of Genesis, 
to the ‘Come, Lord Jesus’ of the Book of 
Revelation.  God’s word in Genesis announces 
that all men and women are created in God’s 
image; not just some races and racial types, but 
all bear the imprint of the Creator and are 
enlivened by the breath of his one Spirit. 
 
~U.S. Bishops, Brothers and Sisters to Us, 1979:25 

~Gerald Darring 
 
 

Knights of Columbus Fish Dinners 
 4:00 to 7:00 pm  

 St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore.   
Friday, April 7th   

Desserts are needed! 
 
 

Lenten Penance Services 
Confessions will be heard on Sunday, March 
26th, at 4:00 PM in St. Basil’s Church, 

Dushore.  Guest confessors will assist.  Come 
and experience God’s gentle compassion and 
forgiveness. 

Additional Area Lenten Penance Services 
St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing 

Sunday, March 26, 2:00 PM 
St. Michael’s Church, Canton 

Sunday, April 2, 2:00 PM 
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda 

Sunday, April 2, 4:00 PM 
Epiphany, Sayre 

Sunday, April 9, 3:00 PM 
 

Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy 
This Lenten season, why not try focusing not on 
giving something up but on giving of yourself.  An 
excellent way to do this is by practicing the 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, which are 
actions we can perform that extend God’s 
compassion and mercy to those in need. 

Corporal Works of Mercy 
The Corporal Works of Mercy are these kind acts by 
which we help our neighbors with their material 
and physical needs.   

Feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe 
the naked, visit the sick and imprisoned, bury 

the dead, give alms to the poor. 
Spiritual Works of Mercy 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of 
compassion, as listed below, by which we help our 
neighbors with their emotional and spiritual needs. 

Instruct, advise, console, comfort, forgive, 
 bear wrongs patiently. 

By performing these works of mercy we can give of 
ourselves this Lent and be Christ-bearers to all we 
meet. 

 

2017 Third Annual Catholic Men’s Conference 
“Be a Man:  Mary’s Call to Battle” 

May 6, 2017 at King’s College, Scandlon 
Physical Education Center, 149 North Main St. 

Wilkes Barre 
Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary at 6:00 am, 

Registration/Continental Breakfast 7:00 am, 
Conference 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Register on line at www.beamanconference.com  
Call 570-207-2213 (Diocesan Pastoral Center) or 

mail a completed conference brochure application 
(available in the entrance of each church) with your 
check to Attn:  Men’s Conference, Office for Parish 
Life, 330 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA 18503. 

 



 


