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The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
April 2nd, 2017
~ Dushore,
FifthPASunday
of Lent
P O Box 307,
18614

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this
place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His
blessing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the
Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from
the pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are relocating to a new parish,
please notify the office before you move.) Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk
to God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone
number of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following
the 9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required
to attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six
months prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day
or night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or
health care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture
of life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart
of Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Sunday, April 2nd, 2017
Sunday Readings

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14
This reading is a loving promise that the Lord will put
His spirit into his people and will let them live.
Responsorial Psalm: 130
Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11
Paul reminds the Romans that they are not people of
the flesh but people of the Spirit because the Spirit of
God dwells in them.
Gospel: John 11:1-45
In great detail, John tells the story of the raising of
Lazarus to life. Upon learning of the death of Lazarus,
his dear friend, Jesus goes to comfort Martha and Mary.
After proclaiming, “I am the Resurrection and the Life,”
Jesus goes to the tomb of Lazarus and restores him to
life.
DAILY READINGS
Monday
Dn 13:1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62; Ps 23; Jn 8:1-11
Tuesday ~ Saint Isidore, Bishop, Doctor of the Church
Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102; Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday ~ Saint Vincent Ferrer, Priest
Dn 3:14-20,91-92,95; (Ps) Dn 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42
Thursday
Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105; Jn 8:51-59
Friday ~ Saint John Baptist de la Salle, Priest
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18; 2-7; Jn 10:31-42
Saturday
Ez 37:21-28; (Ps) Jer 31:10-13; Jn 11:45-56
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
Is 50:4-7; Ps 22; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14 – 27:66

Living Stations of the Cross

Living Stations of the Cross will be held
on Good Friday evening, April 14th, at
7:00 PM in St. Francis of Assisi Church
in Mildred.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
The Gospel for Sunday declares that “Jesus loved
Martha and Mary her sister and their brother Lazarus.”
This is a golden statement. It tells us so much about
Jesus and his personal friendships.
But it also
emphasizes how very odd it was that, while Lazarus was
sick unto death, Jesus camped out a fairly short distance
away and did not go to heal his friend. Messages arrived
calling for him. An easy journey. But no. His reason?
“This illness is not going to end in death,” he says.
What? He is wrong! The illness of Lazarus led
directly to death!
When Lazarus did die, and had been in the tomb for
four days, Jesus finally decided to go down to Bethany.
Martha ran to him there and she quietly went back for
Mary, who was so grieved that she would not leave
home. Each in her turn cried out, “If you had been
here, my brother would not have died!”
When Jesus saw Mary’s tears and those of the
friends who had gathered, we behold a touching
revelation. The famous words that came next are
unlike any others in the Gospels: And Jesus wept.
His tears make Mary and Martha’s question even
more poignant. (I paraphrase): “You love us and you
loved him; why did you not come and cure him before
he died?” I think many of us ask God that very
question. “God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Pretend that you are asking this question directly to
Jesus right now, about a sorrow of yours. Listen to
whatever answer comes. Take your time. If what you
hear is fruitful, please stay with it.
Not only life but even death and even sorrow are
given within God’s gentle love. They are like flowers
pushing up from the earth. The ground from which
they push is God’s kind and deep care. Even life gets its
being from God’s love. Even death gets its life from
God’s love.
At this point you and I, startled, interrupt and say.
Wait! How can death receive life? Death is the end of
life. What are you talking about?
Jesus seems to reply that there are many beautiful
plants and trees that come forth from God’s earth. Life
is surely one of them, he says. But death is too, and
suffering as well.
Let me show you, he says. He calls out in a loud
voice, calls into the soil of God-love where Lazarus’
soul is held tight. From this womb of love, death
gestates into life. Out of the tomb he walks.
It is as if Jesus says to us, You always think of love as
what you have because you have life. But the opposite
is true. Life is something you can have only because you
are rooted in love. Death does not erase love, it brings
you more deeply back into it, to the place you came
from – the rich loam of love.
Pray about it, Jesus says, because that is the reason I
delayed going to Bethany.
~John Foley, SJ

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, April 1
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Mass for the People
Sunday, April 2
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Rose Anderson by Christine & Michael
Skurecki
9:30 AM Dushore John Cosgrove by Maureen Cosgrove
************************
Father Rojas is away on retreat this week. The following is a
list of nearby daily Masses
St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing (746-1006)
12:00 PM Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda (265-2113)
8:30 AM Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
Resurrection Parish, Muncy (546-3900)
9:00 AM Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
6:00PM Wednesday

**********************
Friday, April 7
8:30 AM Dushore Stations of the Cross
7:00 PM Mildred Stations of the Cross
Saturday, April 8 ~ Palm Sunday - vigil
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Randy Weaver by Ron & Dee
Kulsicavage
Sunday, April 9 ~ Palm Sunday
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Francis “Bud” Ambs by the family

Palm Sunday Procession

On Palm Sunday, April 9th, the 9:30 AM
celebration
will
begin,
weather
permitting, outside of St Basil’s Church
in the courtyard, where we will have the blessing of
palm and the first gospel recounting Christ’s
triumphant entrance into Jerusalem. We will then
process around the outside of St. Basil’s Church.
All who are able to join us for this procession
please gather outside St. Basil’s Church in the
courtyard before Mass begins.

In Loving Memory

The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s Church
is burning in loving memory of Grace
Bohensky by Bob & Mary Getz
The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are
burning in loving memory of Grace
Bohensky by Bob & Mary Getz and family

From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope
The virtue of charity
In the gospel of John the Lord says: In this will all
men know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
each other. In a letter of the same apostle we read:
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God; he
who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
The faithful should therefore enter into
themselves and make a true judgment on their
attitudes of mind and heart. If they find some store
of love’s fruit in their hearts, they must not doubt
God’s presence within them. If they would increase
their capacity to receive so great a guest, they should
practice greater generosity in doing good, with
persevering charity.
If God is love, charity should know no limit, for
God cannot be confined.
Any time is the right time for works of charity,
but these days of Lent provide a special
encouragement. Those who want to be present at
the Lord’s Passover in holiness of mind and body
should seek above all to win this grace, for charity
contains all other virtues and covers a multitude of
sins.
As we prepare to celebrate that greatest of all
mysteries, by which the blood of Jesus Christ did
away with our sins, let us first of all make ready the
sacrificial offerings of works of mercy. In this way we
shall give to those who have sinned against us what
God in his goodness has already given to us.
Let us now extend to the poor and those afflicted in
different ways a more open-handed generosity, so that
God may be thanked through many voices and the relief
of the needy supported by our fasting. No act of
devotion on the part of the faithful gives God more
pleasure than that which is lavished on his poor.
Where he finds charity with its loving concern, there he
recognizes the reflection of his own fatherly care.
In these acts of giving do not fear a lack of means.
A generous spirit is itself great wealth. There can be
no shortage of material for generosity where it is
Christ who feeds and Christ who is fed. In all this
activity there is present the hand of him who
multiplies the bread by breaking it, and increases it by
giving it away.
The giver of alms should be free from anxiety and
full of joy. His gain will be greatest when he keeps
back least for himself. The holy apostle Paul tells us:
He who provides seed for the sower will also provide
bread for eating; he will provide you with more seed, and
will increase the harvest of your goodness, in Christ Jesus
our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and
the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
March 25th & 26th, 2017
$4,552.75
Fuel Oil Fund
$387.50
April Second Collections

April 1st & 2nd ~ Care & Education of Priests
April 8th & 9th ~ Building & Maintenance
April 14th ~ Holy Land Collection
April 22nd & 23rd ~ Mission Appeal Weekend
April 29th & 30th ~ Catholic Home Missions Appeal

Thank you for your generosity!

Please note: Every year at this time we usually have
rough weather resulting in rough attendance that
translates into very rough collections.  We depend
on your generosity to help to fund the many ministries
in our parish along with assessments, insurances,
utilities and other expenses. We understand that
weather, illness and other unexpected circumstances do
arise that make attending Mass difficult, but we ask
you to please continue to contribute your weekly
offering by mailing it to the rectory or putting it in the
collection when you are able.

Thank you for your consideration!

Word of Life: “An old Irish proverb says, ‘It is in the
shelter of each other that the people live.’ Indeed, we
are created to depend upon one another and walk
together in suffering.” Indeed, we are created to
depend upon one another and walk together in
suffering.”
~USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
2016-17 Respect Life Program

Dear God,
I take my humble heart with its anxieties and joys
and put it into your mother’s Immaculate Heart.
Mary, please take my heart in yours and deliver it
to the Sacred Heart of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Operation Rice Bowl Fifth Week of Lent
Encounter Resilience

We encounter Dita in Ethiopia, and
see
how
her
new-found
entrepreneurial skills are providing three meals a
day for her children – even during a devastating
drought. What skills have you discovered this Lent
that can be put to good use in building God’s
kingdom?

Liturgical Ministers for April 8 & 9
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

R. Tourscher
J. Doyle
D. Fite

Lectors

J. A. Shoemaker, N. Henne
S. Moyer, R. Gumble
J. Fite, J. Lambert

Altar Servers

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:30 AM Dushore N. & C. Werner

Greeters

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Hope
9:30 AM Dushore C. & P. Wylie, T. Karaban

A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in this, our time of need. These things I
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101
Airforce SSGT Amber Adams

Patron of the Week

Dushore Agway

Please support our patrons on the back of the bulletin .
IHM Requiem Choir
The IHM Requiem Choir will begin its
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies,
beginning with the next funeral. Rehearsals
will begin an hour prior to the funeral
Mass. This is a unique way to serve, to
sing, and to especially minister to those who
are grieving. Please email Deb Rojas at
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-6336084 to receive information of upcoming
funerals.

LENTEN CELEBRATIONS & SERVICES

The following services and celebrations will be
held throughout the season of Lent. All are
welcome.
Lenten Community Worship Service
Zion Lutheran Church, Dushore
Wednesdays during Lent
6:00 PM Soup and Sandwich
7:00 PM Community Worship
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will be celebrated
on Fridays during Lent at 8:30 AM in
St. Basil’s Church and 7:00 PM in St.
Francis of Assisi Church.

Evening Prayer (Vespers)
Evening Prayer (Vespers) will be recited each
weekday evening during Lent at 6:00 PM in St.
Basil’s Church. All are welcome to come and
pray one of the oldest and most beautiful forms
of the Church’s prayer.
CHRISM MASS
All the faithful of the Diocese are invited to
attend the Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of Saint
Peter, Scranton, on Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at
4:00 PM. At this Mass priests from throughout
the Diocese will renew their priestly promises
before the Bishop, and the oils to be used for the
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Anointing
of the Sick and Holy Orders will be blessed.
Participation in the Chrism Mass is a beautiful
way to pray for and support the priests of the
Diocese.

Altar & Rosary Society News
We will be welcoming Spring with breakfast
th
and meeting on Saturday, April 8 at
9:30 AM. Location: The D & D Brew
Works, 4741 Route 220 Highway
We welcome suggestions on how to go
forward with the Altar & Rosary Society.
All are welcome. Any questions call Anne
Silla at 570-482-3535.
Let the mouth also fast from disgraceful speeches
and railings. For what does it profit if we abstain from
fish and fowl and yet bite and devour our brothers
and sisters? The evil speaker eats the flesh of his
brother and bites the body of his neighbor.
~St. John Chrysostom

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement.
If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest,
deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately
report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest,
deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a
minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including
child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law
enforcement. In accordance with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of
suspected child abuse should also be made immediately
by phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline (ChildLine)
at
1-800-932-0313
or
electronically
at
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil
and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese is equally
committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon
Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People, which
includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit
of emotional and spiritual well-being.
As such,
information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a
minor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance
Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551 or to
Diocesan officials, including the vicar General, Monsignor
Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G., at 570-207-2269.

2017 Third Annual Catholic Men’s Conference
“Be a Man: Mary’s Call to Battle”
May 6, 2017 at King’s College, Scandlon
Physical Education Center, 149 North Main St.
Wilkes Barre
Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary at 6:00 am,
Registration/Continental Breakfast 7:00 am,
Conference 8:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Register on line at
www.beamanconference.com Call 570-2072213 (Diocesan Pastoral Center) or mail a
completed conference brochure application
(available in the entrance of each church) with
your check to Attn: Men’s Conference, Office
for Parish Life, 330 Wyoming Avenue,
Scranton, PA 18503.
“I am never weary of giving thanks to my God,
who has kept me safe “in the day of my trial.” In
such a way that today I may in full confidence
offer him a sacrifice of my soul as “a living victim”
to Christ my Lord.” ~St. Patrick, Bishop

Victory Over Death
Today’s Gospel recounts one of the most
dramatic stories from the life of Jesus: the
raising of Lazarus from the dead. John goes to
great lengths to make clear that Lazarus had
been dead from some time, and he shows
Jesus’ power to conquer death.
We live in a world that has been caught up
in death for a long time. We kill each other in
acts of murder, abortion, euthanasia,
execution, war, terrorist activities, drunk and
reckless driving.
We kill ourselves through suicide, drug and
alcohol abuse, smoking, overwork, stress, bad
eating habits, and physical neglect.
We watch calmly as others die from poverty,
hunger and malnutrition, homelessness,
unemployment, poor education, disease, lack
of health coverage, child abuse, arms
proliferation,
discrimination,
pollution,
destruction of the environment, unsafe
working conditions, and all the laws, policies,
practices and attitudes which contribute to
these conditions.
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He is
the God who “will put my spirit in you that you
may live.” Our Lenten celebration must serve
to remind us that the paschal mystery
represents a victory over death.
The right to life … is basic and inalienable. It
is grievously violated in our day by abortion and
euthanasia, by widespread torture, by acts of
violence against innocent parties, and by the
scourge of war. The arms race is an insanity
which burdens the world and creates the
conditions for even more massive destruction of
life.
~Pope Paul VI, Message Issued in Union with the
Synod of Bishops (1974)
~Gerald Darring
Additional Area Lenten Penance Services
St. Michael’s Church, Canton
Sunday, April 2, 2:00 PM
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda
Sunday, April 2, 4:00 PM
Epiphany, Sayre
Sunday, April 9, 3:00 PM

Schedule for Holy Week & Easter
Holy Thursday, April 13th
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7:00 PM, St. Basil’s
(Rehearsal for all Altar Servers scheduled for Holy
Thursday will be on Holy Thursday at 5:00 PM in
St. Basil’s Church)

Good Friday, April 14th
Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion

9:00 AM Morning Prayer St. Basil’s
3:00 PM Solemn Passion of the Lord
St. Basil’s
(Rehearsal for all Altar Servers scheduled for Good
Friday will be on Good Friday at 1:00 PM in St.
Basil’s Church.)

Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil ~ April 15th

9:00 AM Morning Prayer St. Francis of Assisi

Easter Baskets will be blessed immediately
following Morning Prayer in St. Francis Church

8:00 PM Easter Vigil
St. Basil’s
(Rehearsal for all Altar Servers scheduled for the
Easter Vigil will be on Saturday, Easter Vigil, at
1:30 PM in St. Basil’s Church.)

Easter Sunday ~ April 16th

8:00 AM, St. Basil’s
10:00 AM, St. Francis of Assisi
11:45 AM, St. Basil’s

Please Note: the change in the Sunday Mass
schedule is for Easter Sunday only.

Knights of Columbus Fish Dinners
4:00 to 7:00 pm
St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore.
Friday, April 7th
Desserts are needed!

Easter Egg Hunt
The parish will hold its annual
Easter Egg Hunt for the children
of The Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish ages 3 and older.
The event will take place on
Easter Sunday, April 16th, following the 8:00
AM Mass (around 9:30), weather permitting,
around the tennis courts behind the rectory. In
the case of inclement weather, it will be in St.
Basil’s Hall. Prizes will be awarded to all
participants!

