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THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH

April 16th, 2015 ~ Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are relocating to a new parish,
please notify the office before you move.) Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord

Sunday, April 16th, 2017
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Acts 10:34a,37-43
In this passage, Peter testifies that he and his followers
saw the miracles performed by Christ, witnessed His
death, and believe in His resurrection. Now they will
proclaim to all that Christ is the Son of God

Responsorial Psalm: 118
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
Paul tells the Colossians that they will appear with
Christ in glory. They should be mindful of things above
rather than things on earth.

Gospel: John 20:1-9
In vivid detail, John tells us that when Mary Magdalene
visited Christ’s tomb, the tomb was empty. She told the
apostles, who ran to the tomb and saw the “wrappings”
on the ground. The disciple who entered first “saw and
believed.”
DAILY READINGS
Monday Within the Octave of Easter
Acts 2:14,22-33; Ps 16; Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday Within the Octave of Easter
Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33; Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday Within the Octave of Easter
Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday Within the Octave of Easter
Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8; Lk 24:35-48
Friday Within the Octave of Easter
Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118; Jn 21:1-14
Saturday Within the Octave of Easter
Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118; Mk 16:9-15
Sunday ~ SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31

True Joy
The Psalm for Easter Sunday says, “This is the
day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad
in it.” Above all days, Easter is a day of joy.
But what is joy? The answer St. Francis gave
to this question is famous. St. Francis said to his
Brother Leo, “When we come to [our house] St.
Mary of the Angels, soaked by the rain and
frozen by the cold, all soiled with mud and
suffering from hunger, and we ring at the gate of
the place and the brother porter comes and says
angrily: ‘Who are you?’ And we say: ‘We are
two of your brothers.’ And … he does not open
for us, but makes us stand outside in the snow
and rain, cold and hungry, until night falls – then
if we endure all those insults and cruel rebuffs
patiently, … oh, Brother Leo, … perfect joy is
there!”
Whatever we may think of St. Francis’s
explanation of perfect joy, Easter reminds us that
Francis’s kind of joy is not the end of the story.
At Easter we celebrate the other kind of joy, the
kind each of us longs for, when every tear is
wiped away and there is no sorrow anymore – no
more suffering from weather or hunger or hurtful
human beings. As we sing at Easter, in the
much-loved hymn by Fr. John Foley, SJ:
the cross and passion past,
dark night is done,
bright morning come at last!*
When we ourselves rise to meet our risen Lord,
in that bright morning we will hear him say,
“Come away, beloved. The winter is past; the
rain is gone, and the flowers return to the earth.”
(Song of Songs 2:10-12) In the loving union of
that encounter, all the heartbrokenness of our
lives will be redeemed. That will be perfect joy.
If all we had was the joy St. Francis describes,
our courage might fail us in this life. Easter
celebrates now the perfect joy waiting for us then,
when we and all creation are reborn with our
resurrected Lord into the everlasting love of God.
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us
rejoice and be glad in it.

*All Shall Be Well, words by Timothy Dudley Smith,
melody by John Foley, SJ.

~Eleonore Stump

The Parish office will be closed on
Monday, April 17th.
Have a blessed Easter!

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Celebration of the Easter Vigil
8:00 PM St. Basil’s Church
Mass of Vigil with the Sacraments of Initiation
Sunday, April 16th ~ Easter Sunday
Celebration of the Easter Eucharist
8:00 AM Dushore Living & Deceased Parishioners
10:00 AM Mildred Living & Deceased Parishioners
St. Francis of Assisi Church
11:45 AM Dushore Living & Deceased Parishioners
Tuesday, April 18
9:00 AM Mildred Irene Silverstrim by the family
Wednesday, April 19
9:00 AM Dushore Judson Battin by Mike & Nancy McMahon
Thursday, April 20
9:00 AM Mildred Marie Sharrow by Joseph Leonard
10:30 AM Highlands William Ottaviani by the family
Friday, April 21
9:00 AM Dushore Joseph Cullen by Joe, Cathy, Pattie, Dick, &
John Ambs
Saturday, April 22
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Ann Marie Stabryla by the family
Sunday, April 23
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Mary Woods by the Mellon family

In Loving Memory
The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s
Church is burning in loving memory of
Grace Bohensky by Bob & Mary Getz
The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church
are burning in loving memory of Grace
Bohensky by Bob & Mary Getz and family
THE JELLY BEAN PRAYER
RED is for the blood He gave.
GREEN is for the grass He made
YELLOW is for the sun so bright.
ORANGE is for the edge of night.
BLUE is for the sins we made.
WHITE is for the grace He gave.
PURPLE is for His hour of sorrow.
PINK is for our new tomorrow.
A bag full of jelly beans colorful and sweet,
Is a prayer, is a promise, is a special treat.

From an Easter homily by an ancient author
Christ the source of resurrection and life
Saint Paul rejoices in the knowledge that spiritual
health has been restored to the human race. Death entered
the world through Adam, he explains, but life has been given
back to the world through Christ. Again he says: The first man,
being from the earth, is earthly by nature; the second man is from
heaven and is heavenly. As we have borne the image of the earthly
man, the image of human nature grown old in sin, so let us
bear the image of the heavenly man: human nature raised up,
redeemed, restored and purified in Christ. We must
hold fast to the salvation we have received. Christ was the
firstfruits, says the Apostle; he is the source of
resurrection and life. Those who belong to Christ will follow
him. Modeling their lives on his purity, they will be
secure in the hope of his resurrection and of enjoying
with him the glory promised in heaven. Our Lord
himself said so in the gospel: Whoever follows me will not
perish, but will pass from death to life.
Thus the passion of our Savior is the salvation of
mankind. The reason why he desired to die for us was
that he wanted us who believe in him to live for ever. In
the fullness of time, it was his will to become what we
are, so that we might inherit the eternity he promised
and live with him for ever.
Here, then, is the grace conferred by these heavenly
mysteries, the gift which Easter brings, the most longedfor feast of the year; here are the beginnings of creatures
newly formed: children born from the life-giving font of
holy Church, born anew with the simplicity of little
ones, and crying out with the evidence of a clean
conscience. Chaste fathers and inviolate mothers
accompany this new family, countless in number, born
to new life through faith. As they emerge from the
grace-giving womb of the font, a blaze of candles burns
brightly beneath the tree of faith. The Easter festival
brings the grace of holiness from heaven to men.
Through the repeated celebration of the sacred
mysteries they receive the spiritual nourishment of the
sacraments. Fostered at the very heart of holy Church,
the fellowship of one community worships the one God,
adoring the triple name of his essential holiness, and
together with the prophet sings the psalm which
belongs to this yearly festival: This is the day the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad. And what is this day? It is
the Lord Jesus Christ himself, the author of light, who
brings the sunrise and the beginning of life, saying of
himself: I am the light of day; whoever walks in daylight does not
stumble. That is to say, whoever follows Christ in all
things will come by this path to the throne of eternal
light.
Such was the prayer Christ made to the Father while
he was still on earth: Father, I desire that where I am they also
may be, those who have come to believe in me; and that as you are
in me and I in you, so they may abide in us.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
April 8th & 9th, 2017
$4,397.80
Building & Maintenance
$404.50
April Second Collections

April 22nd & 23rd ~ Mission Appeal Weekend
April 29th & 30th ~ Catholic Home Missions Appeal

Thank you for your generosity!

Please note: Every year at this time we usually have
rough weather resulting in rough attendance that
translates into very rough collections.  We depend
on your generosity to help to fund the many ministries
in our parish along with assessments, insurances,
utilities and other expenses. We understand that
weather, illness and other unexpected circumstances do
arise that make attending Mass difficult, but we ask
you to please continue to contribute your weekly
offering by mailing it to the rectory or putting it in the
collection when you are able.

Thank you for your consideration!

Word of Life – “Even among terminally ill
patients, a request to die is nearly always a cry for
help … [and] is often associated with a potentially
treatable mental disorder such as depression or
anxiety.”
~USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
2016-17 Respect Life Program

Dear God,
I take my humble heart with its anxieties and joys
and put it into your mother’s Immaculate Heart.
Mary, please take my heart in yours and deliver it
to the Sacred Heart of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Operation Rice Bowl Fifth Week of Lent
Encounter the Risen Christ

We prayed, fasted and gave alms –
and now we celebrate Easter joy!
Our Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl ends as
we encounter our risen Lord. We reflect on
our brothers and sisters whom we have walked
with in India, Zambia, El Salvador, Mexico,
Ethiopia and Hawaii. And we commit to bring
Easter joy to each person we meet in our daily
lives. Don’t forget to turn in your CRS Rice
Bowl.

Liturgical Ministers for April 22nd & 23rd
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

J. Lambert, D. Homer, J. Hatch
K. Bohensky
T. Hembury, J. Krakoski

Lectors

R. Green, J. A. Shoemaker
R. Gumble
D. Hallam, M. L. McCamley

Altar Servers

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:30 AM Dushore B. Tewell, C. Minier

Greeters

4:00 PM Dushore J. Harney
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Hope
9:30 AM Dushore J. & D. Fite, J. Rouse

IHM Requiem Choir
The IHM Requiem Choir has begun its
ministry
of
assisting
at
funeral
liturgies. Rehearsals will begin an hour
prior to the funeral Mass. This is a unique
way to serve, to sing, and to especially
minister to those who are grieving. Please
email
Deb
Rojas
at
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-6336084 to receive information of upcoming
funerals.
A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in this, our time of need. These things I
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101

Patron of the Week

Silver Maple Homes, Inc.

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement.
If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest,
deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately
report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest,
deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a
minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including
child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law
enforcement. In accordance with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of
suspected child abuse should also be made immediately
by phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline (ChildLine)
at
1-800-932-0313
or
electronically
at
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil
and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese is equally
committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon
Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People, which
includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit
of emotional and spiritual well-being.
As such,
information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a
minor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance
Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551 or to
Diocesan officials, including the vicar General, Monsignor
Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G., at 570-207-2269.

2017 Third Annual Catholic Men’s Conference
“Be a Man: Mary’s Call to Battle”
May 6, 2017 at King’s College, Scandlon
Physical Education Center, 149 North Main St.
Wilkes Barre
Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary at 6:00 am,
Registration/Continental Breakfast 7:00 am,
Conference 8:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Register on line at www.beamanconference.com
Call 570-207-2213 (Diocesan Pastoral Center) or
mail a completed conference brochure application
(available in the entrance of each church) with your
check to Attn: Men’s Conference, Office for Parish
Life, 330 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA 18503.

Divine Mercy Chaplet
Pamphlets for the Divine Mercy Chaplet, which
began on Good Friday, can be found in the
entrance of our churches. The Chaplet can be
said privately, ending with a public recitation of
the Divine Mercy Chaplet on Sunday, April 23rd at
3:00 PM in St. Basil’s Church.

Rising to New Life
“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice
and be glad.” Easter is the great celebration of
victory of life over death.
Ours is an Easter religion. We do not deny or
turn away from the evils that surround us: the wars
that have killed some 100 million people in our
(last) century; the poverty that grips more than half
of the human race; the hunger that kills millions
every year and ruins the lives of millions more; the
discrimination that divides the human family into
contending parties.
We do not deny these miseries, but we refuse to
surrender to their power because of our faith in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Suffering will be vindicated; death will be
overcome; a new life will arise: that is the Easter
message of the paschal mystery.
“Let us feast with joy in the Lord.” Just as Christ
passed through death to resurrection, so too will
the world pass through its suffering to the glory of
a new life.
There is no room for despair: our Easter faith
tells us that God will “raise us up and renew our
lives.”
This is the ‘day which the Lord has made.’ Alleluia!
Take fresh hope, brothers and sisters of the whole world!
With Christ our Passover everything is possible! Christ
goes forward in our future!
~Pope John Paul II, Easter Message, 1991:8
~Gerald Darring

A big Thank You from the Knights of Columbus,
Saint John Neumann Council 12406, to all who
participated, helped serve, and provided the
wonderful desserts for the Lenten Fish Dinners. The
three dinners were a success with over 650 adults
served. Look for the Fish Dinners again next year
during Lent. Happy Easter!

Bloodmobile
St. Basil’s Hall
Thursday, April 20th
1:00 – 6:00PM
Give the gift of life.
Give Blood.

The Great Season of Easter

The Easter season encompasses 50 days of celebration.
The early Church fathers consistently referred to the
Easter season as the “Great Day of Easter”. The days of
the octave, the first week of Easter, constitutes the first
waking hours of this great day, but our celebration of
Christ’s victory over sin and death truly spans all 50 days
of this, the holiest season of the Church’s liturgical year.
This is a challenge for us as Catholic Christians.
Traditionally we do well at preparing for the key
celebrations of our year; e.g.; Advent and Lent, but when
it comes to actually celebrating the event; e.g.; Christmas
and Easter – more often than not, we falter. It is not easy
to keep focused and try to maintain a spirit of joy and
festivity during 50 days. Easter flowers wilt, Easter candy
is consumed, and even the triumphant Easter Alleluia can
begin to grow tiresome, and yet, the Easter season is what
we are all about as Catholic Christians. It is the Easter
sacraments – (Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist)
that offer us a share in Christ’s resurrection and it is by
these same sacraments that we are formed as God’s
people, the Church. If there is any time of the year that
we should strive to the best of our ability to celebrate a
season, then Easter is that season.
All are encouraged to make the attempt to keep Easter
alive and vibrant throughout its 50 days so that we might
be enabled to move forward to its culmination in the great
solemnity of Pentecost.
Easter Joy
Jesus came to earth,
To show us how to live,
How to put others first,
How to love and how to give.
Then He set about His work,
That God sent Him to do;
He took our punishment on Himself;
He made us clean and new.
He could have saved Himself,
Calling angels from above,
But He chose to pay our price for sin;
He paid it out of love.
Our Lord died on Good Friday,
But the cross did not destroy
His resurrection on Easter morn
That fills our hearts with joy.
Now we know our earthly death,
Like His, is just a rest.
We'll be forever with Him
In heaven, where life is best.
So we live our lives for Jesus,
Think of Him in all we do.
Thank you Savior; Thank you Lord.
Help us love like you!
By Joanna Fuchs

He Is Risen!
For they did not understand the scripture that he
had to rise from the dead. John 20:9
We can be certain that the Resurrection is a fact
that has happened: The Risen body of Jesus
Christ has become present in us, the body of
Christ. Nothing else could possibly explain what
kept those disparate people – the first disciples –
together in the days and years that followed
Christ’s death. It was not some idea or ideal that
unified them; it was the event of Christ’s
presence in their midst. Even when threatened
by perils and persecution, the early Church
stayed together because of the undeniable fact
that the Risen Jesus had made himself present
bodily to his followers in all their weakness,
confusion and fear. He drew forth from them
Holy Communion. Only the bodily resurrection
can effect such a miracle of unity, courage and
fidelity.
~Fr. Peter John Cameron, O.P. Jesus, Present Before Me

Easter Egg Hunt
The parish will hold its annual
Easter Egg Hunt for the children
of The Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish ages 3 and older.
The event will take place on
Easter Sunday, following the 8:00 AM Mass
(around 9:30), weather permitting, around the
tennis courts behind the rectory. In the case of
inclement weather, it will be in St. Basil’s Hall.
Prizes will be awarded to all participants!
Lord Jesus Christ,
You endured every ill
at the hands of your enemies
for the love of all peoples
who were not yet your friends.
Obedient to the Father’s will,
You walked into the darkness of
death to open before us
the light of life.
Grant us the grace
to follow where You have led,
who live and reign with the Father
and the Holy spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen

