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THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH
April 23rd, 2017~ Second Sunday of Easter

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are relocating to a new parish,
please notify the office before you move.) Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Second Sunday of
Easter

Sunday, April 23rd, 2017
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
In the early days of the Church in Jerusalem, the faithful
listened intently to the teachings of the apostles. They
lived a communal life, sharing all property in common
and praying and taking their meals together.

Responsorial Psalm: 118
Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

In this first letter from Peter, he speaks to the Christians
with great joy and confidence, reminding them that
through Christ’s resurrection, they have been given a
new birth and are heirs to the kingdom of heaven.

Gospel: John 20:19-31
After his resurrection, Jesus appears to his disciples and
gives them the power to forgive sins. Thomas, who is
absent, sees Christ later and believes in His resurrection
after feeling His wounds. Christ admonishes Thomas by
saying, “You became a believer because you saw me.
Blessed are they who have not seen and believed.”

A Broken Heart

So what is the trouble for this man in the Gospel?
His doubts echo through history. We often assume
that he was just a tough guy who had trouble trusting,
but it would help you and me in our own doubts if we
could understand more about someone who couldn’t
believe in the resurrection.
We call him Doubting Thomas.
First, who was he? His real name in Aramaic,
Te’oma (Thomas), means twin, and he was also
called Didymus, which meant the same thing in
Greek. So he likely was a twin, perhaps of Matthew.
He might have been a bit glum. For instance, he
gave a practical but gloomy response when Jesus
wanted to go back to Judea after Lazarus died. None
of the disciples wanted to go there, because they knew

the leaders had tried to stone Jesus (John 10:24-30).
Now Jesus gave some high-minded talk about how
much they would learn by going, but Thomas ignored
these reasons. His sarcastic reply is a perfect picture
of him: “Alright, let us also go die with him” (John
11:16).
Here Thomas reminds me a bit of Joe Btfsplk, the
famous Al Capp cartoon character from yesteryear
who walked around with a perpetual rain cloud over
his head!
Much later, just before the passion, Jesus will say,
“Where I am going you know the way.” This was
really a spiritual statement about going to the Father,
but Thomas took it literally (John 14:3-6). He gives a
very matter-of-fact response, but rooted in emotion.
To summarize, he says, “You’re talking in secrets!
We can’t follow you if you don’t say where you are
going! Help us.”
Thomas loved Jesus doggedly, that is for sure. But
he feared the dangerous situations that Jesus always
walked right into. Thomas’ practical nature looked
frankly at them and drew the pragmatic, pessimistic
conclusion. Thomas the twin had twin emotions,
love and fear.
Is it any wonder, then, that in this Sunday’s
Gospel Thomas laid down unflinching requirements
for believing in the resurrection? Take a look. His
worst fears already had come true: Jesus had been
killed. To deal with this sorrow Thomas resolved to
accept the death stolidly. He would never slip and
talk about his departed friend in the present tense, as
if he were still here. Thomas the pragmatist knew
that Jesus was dead and gone. Thomas had predicted
it. Then came the new news.
“Didymus, Jesus is alive! You were away, but
suddenly he stood there among us even though all the
doors were locked! He talked to us!”
No. NO! Thomas’ heart could not accept it. He
wanted it too much. He could not bear to believe it.
Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put
my finger into the nail marks and put my hand into his side,
I will not believe.
This is exactly in character for Thomas/Didymus.
These tough words are really a protection for a heart
that would break into pieces if it were fooled by
another false hope. “The only way I would believe
such nonsense is if you give me absolute proof.”
Jesus gave it. Fingers in nail marks, hand in side.
Thomas had always belonged to Jesus. Yes he
was cynical, but when he got the practical proof he
needed, he sank to the ground in heart-rending
surrender.
“My Lord and my God.”
What a great story for us at Eastertide.
~John Foley, SJ

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, April 22
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Ann Marie Stabryla by the family
Sunday, April 23
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore Mary Woods by the Mellon family
****************************************************

Father Rojas is away this week attending the
Convocation of Priests.
The following is a listing of nearby daily Masses.
St. Mary’s Church, Wyalusing (746-1006)
12:00 PM Monday, Tuesday & Thursday
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Towanda (265-2113)
8:30 AM Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
Resurrection Parish, Muncy (546-3900)
9:00 AM Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
6:00PM Wednesday
****************************************

Saturday, April 29
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Barbara Andrewlavage by Dee & Ron
Kulsicavage
Sunday, April 30
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Margaret & John Pastusic by the family
9:30 AM Dushore Mass for the People
DAILY READINGS
Monday ~ Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest, Martyr
Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2; Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday ~ SAINT MARK, EVANGELIST
1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89; Mk 16:15-20
Wednesday
Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34; Jn 3:16-21
Thursday
Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34; Jn 3:31-36
Friday ~ Saint Peter Chanel, Priest, Martyr; Saint
Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest
Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27; Jn 6:1-15
Saturday ~ Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin, Doctor of
the Church
Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33; Jn 6:16-21
Sunday ~ THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 2:14,22-33; Ps 16; 1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35

In Loving Memory

The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s Church
is burning in loving memory of Grace
Bohensky by Bob & Mary Getz
The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are
burning in loving memory of Grace
Bohensky by Bob & Mary Getz and family

From the letter of the apostle Paul to the
Colossians
Your new life in Christ
Since you have been raised up in company
with Christ, set your heart on what pertains to
higher realms where Christ is seated at God’s
right hand. Be intent on things above rather than
on things of earth. After all, you have died!
Your life is hidden now with Christ in God.
When Christ our life appears, then you shall
appear with him in glory.
Put to death whatever in your nature is rooted
in earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil
desires, and that lust which is idolatry. These are
the sins which provoke God’s wrath. Your own
conduct was once of this sort, when these sins
were your very life. You must put that aside
now: all the anger and quick temper, the malice,
the insults, the foul language.
Stop lying to one another. What you have
done is put aside your old self with its past deeds
and put on a new man, one who grows in
knowledge as he is formed anew in the image of
his Creator. There is no Greek or Jew here,
circumcised
or
uncircumcised,
foreigner,
Scythian, slave, or freeman. Rather, Christ is
everything in all of you.
Because you are God’s chosen ones, holy and
beloved, clothe yourselves with heartfelt mercy,
with kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
Bear with one another; forgive whatever
grievances you have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you.
Over all these virtues put on love, which
binds the rest together and makes them perfect.
Christ’s peace must reign in your hearts, since as
members of the one body you have been called to
that peace. Dedicate yourselves to thankfulness.
Let the word of Christ, rich as it is, dwell in
you. In wisdom made perfect, instruct and
admonish one another. Sing gratefully to God
from your hearts in psalms, hymns, and inspired
songs. Whatever you do, whether in speech or in
action, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus. Give
thanks to God the Father through him.

The Confirmation Class salutes Mr. Bill
Bohensky Jr. and Mr. Scott Hope for helping
with repairs to the frame for the Living
Stations. THANK YOU!

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
April 15th & 16th, 2017
$9,539.00
Holy Land Collection
$349.00
April Second Collections
April

29th

&

30th

~ Catholic Home Missions Appeal

Thank you for your generosity!

Please note: Every year at this time we usually have
rough weather resulting in rough attendance that
translates into very rough collections.  We depend
on your generosity to help to fund the many ministries
in our parish along with assessments, insurances,
utilities and other expenses. We understand that
weather, illness and other unexpected circumstances do
arise that make attending Mass difficult, but we ask
you to please continue to contribute your weekly
offering by mailing it to the rectory or putting it in the
collection when you are able.

Thank you for your consideration!

Word of Life – “Be assured that it is never too late
to seek God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and that ‘you can with sure hope
entrust your child’ to the Father and his mercy
(EV 99).”
~Bridges of Mercy for Post-Abortion Healing
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2016-17 Respect Life
Program

Dear God,
I take my humble heart with its anxieties and joys
and put it into your mother’s Immaculate Heart.
Mary, please take my heart in yours and deliver it
to the Sacred Heart of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Catholic Communication Campaign
Next week, our second collection is for the Catholic
Communication Campaign.
This campaign
connects people with Christ here and around the
world in developing countries through the
internet, television, radio, and print media. Fifty
percent of funds collected remains in our diocese
to fund local communications efforts.
Your
support helps spread the gospel message! To
learn more, visit www.usccb.org/ccc.

Liturgical Ministers for April 29th & 30th
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

T. Karaban, R. Finan, R. Tourscher
H. Clark
J. Tourscher, T. Hembury

Lectors

D. Lambert, K. Homer
S. Moyer
P. Wylie, S. Wilcox

Altar Servers

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:30 AM Dushore Z. & S. Pedro

Greeters

4:00 PM Dushore C. & C. A. Gindele, J. Walsh
7:30 PM Mildred
D. Caccia
9:30 AM Dushore J. & D. McDonough

IHM Requiem Choir
The IHM Requiem Choir has begun its
ministry
of
assisting
at
funeral
liturgies. Rehearsals will begin an hour
prior to the funeral Mass. This is a unique
way to serve, to sing, and to especially
minister to those who are grieving. Please
email
Deb
Rojas
at
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-6336084 to receive information of upcoming
funerals.
A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in this, our time of need. These things I
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101

Patron of the Week

The Kilmer Group

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor
It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement.
If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest,
deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately
report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest,
deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a
minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including
child sexual abuse, the matter will be reported to law
enforcement. In accordance with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of
suspected child abuse should also be made immediately
by phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline (ChildLine)
at
1-800-932-0313
or
electronically
at
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil
and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese is equally
committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon
Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People, which
includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit
of emotional and spiritual well-being.
As such,
information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a
minor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance
Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551 or to
Diocesan officials, including the vicar General, Monsignor
Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G., at 570-207-2269.

Join us in the 100th Anniversary Celebration of
Fatima!
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish is pleased to
announce our Second Annual Women’s Retreat
with Rev. Pio Mandato as our presenter. The
retreat will be held at St. Mary’s of the Assumption
Church in Wyalusing on Saturday, May 13, 2017,
from 8 AM to 3 PM; Rev. Joseph Manarchuck will
be our co-celebrant. On this 100th anniversary of
Our Lady of Fatima’s first apparition to the three
shepherd children, Father Pio will be speaking
about contemplation and meditation on the prayer
of Jesus. Father Pio will tie this theme into the
children of Fatima who indeed were infused with
contemplation. The day’s agenda will include
Mass, Rosary, lunch, and Eucharistic Adoration.
Lunch will be provided; however, we are not able to
accommodate special dietary restrictions. A free
will offering will be taken. You won’t want to miss
this special event, so mark your calendar and plan
for this spiritual girl’s day out event. To register,
please contact Our Lady of Perpetual Help’s office
at 570-746-1006.

Overcoming Fear
Jesus had been abandoned by his disciples at the
time of his death. One of them had turned him
over to the authorities. Another had denied he
even knew Jesus. The others ran away, apparently
in fear and horror.
That same fear still gripped the disciples as they
stayed behind locked doors. The risen Jesus
suddenly appears among them, and there is not a
word about their betrayal, denial, and
abandonment.
“Peace be with you,” he says, as though nothing
had ever happened. They look at his wounds, and
he repeats his remarkable greeting: “Peace be with
you.”
If only we could follow in the footsteps of Christ
and wish peace to everyone! If only we could
forgive as he forgave! Where would be the wars?
the discrimination? the hatred? the death penalty?
They would go the way of death itself, conquered
by the resurrection.
Jesus assures us that we have received the Holy
Spirit. We have the power to release others of their
wrongs against us, just as we have the power to
keep them and ourselves bound. Our Easter faith
that we have “become a new creation” should
strengthen our resolve to forgive as Christ forgave.
We urge our brothers and sisters in Christ to
remember the teaching of Jesus, who called us to be
reconciled with those who have injured us and to pray
for forgiveness for our sins “as we forgive those who
have sinned against us.”
We call on you to contemplate the crucified Christ,
who set us the supreme example of forgiveness and of the
triumph of compassionate love.
~U.S. Bishops, Statement on Capital Punishment, 1980:23.
~Gerald Darring

A big Thank You from the Knights of Columbus,
Saint John Neumann Council 12406, to all who
participated, helped serve, and provided the
wonderful desserts for the Lenten Fish Dinners. The
three dinners were a success with over 650 adults
served. Look for the Fish Dinners again next year
during Lent. Happy Easter!

Mission Appeal for Ikot Ekpene Diocese –
Nigeria
Father Joseph F. Ekpo will be visiting the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish this weekend. He
will be making an appeal for the Ikot Ekpene
Diocese of Nigeria.
This is a very poor diocese located in the rural
South (formerly South East) of Nigeria.
Needs of the Diocese: Proceeds from this Mission
will help the diocese in the areas of education of
children, rehabilitation of the physically and
mentally challenged, heath care, welfare of retired
priests, orphans, widows, seminarians, and shelter
for the homeless.
Gratitude: As we thank you and pray for you for
your love, kindness and assistance, do not forget the
Sacred Words of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ:

“Whoever gives even as much as a cup of cold
water to anyone of mine will not lose his/her
reward.” We pray that the Good Lord will
continue to bless and reward you for all your
contributions and prayers for the works of the
Missions. Looking forward to seeing you and
wishing you God’s love and blessings, I remain,
Sincerely Yours in Christ,
Rev. Fr. Joseph R. Ekpo

The IHM Parish would like to thank the
following young adults who helped with the
Annual Easter Egg Hunt – Taylor Potter, Phillip
Green, Kirsten and Trinity Rojas, Stella, Olivia
and Herm Harney, Brian Hope and Bethany
Lambert. There were more than 20 children in
attendance and captured lots of goodies with
the help of the Easter Bunny. A special thank
you to the Knights of Columbus and the Jolly
Trolley for their generous donations.
Mother’s Day Mass Intentions
Mothers, both living and
deceased will be remembered
in a special way at all the
Masses on Mother’s Day
weekend, May 13th & 14. If
you would like to include your
mother in the intentions of the
Masses, cards will be available
in the entrance of each Church. Please fill one out
and return it to the parish office. The names of
these intentions will be listed in the bulletin.

Divine Mercy
Divine Mercy Sunday is a relatively new solemnity
inspired by an apparition to a Polish nun, Saint
Faustina, who was canonized on April 30, 2000.
She saw a vision of Jesus, his garments shining with
rays of light. Sister Faustina received from him a
prayer, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, which many
Catholics pray during “the hour of mercy,” between
3:00 and 4:00 in the afternoon. In the Old
Testament, the words referring to God’s mercy
derive mainly from Hebrew verbs meaning “to be
motherly” and “to bend down.” In English usage,
mercy refers to a kindness bestowed on someone
who has no claim to it. It is difficult for humanity
to fathom that the all-powerful God could love us
when we cannot feel we merit that love. The
revelation to Saint Faustina is one of the millions of
ways in which God reassures us. Today we might
ask ourselves what it will take for us to believe,
truly and deeply believe, that the risen Christ is still
active, still among us, still seeking our salvation.
Spend time in prayer today reflecting on the many
reasons you have to trust Jesus. Let Jesus know
that you trust him, or that you want to trust him.
Open your heart to his love. When we put ourselves
in touch with God’s mercy, we begin to notice that
the capacity to be merciful to others is growing in
us. Thanks be to God!
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Edition, © 1993 and 1989 by the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. Printed with Ecclesiastical
Approval.

Trust in God’s Mercy
O God, show me Your mercy according to the
compassion of the Heart of Jesus.
Hear my sighs and entreaties and the tears of a
contrite heart.
O Omnipotent, ever-merciful God, Your
compassion is never exhausted.
Although my misery is as vast as the sea, I have
complete trust in Your mercy, O Lord.
O eternal Trinity, yet ever-gracious God, Your
compassion is without measure, and so I trust in the
sea of Your Mercy, and feel Your presence, Lord,
though a veil separates me from You.
May the omnipotence of Your Mercy, O Lord, be
glorified all over the world.
May veneration of it never cease.
Proclaim, my soul, God’s mercy with zeal!
From the Diary of St. Maria Faustina
The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be sung today,
April 23rd, at 3:00 PM in St. Basil’s Church.

