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THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH
June 25th, 2017~ Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are relocating to a new parish,
please notify the office before you move.) Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

Twelfth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Sunday, June 25th, 2017
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Jeremiah 20:10-13
Because the prophet Jeremiah foretold disaster for
Jerusalem, he was denounced. But Jeremiah trusted
in the Lord and overcame his persecutors.
Responsorial Psalm: 69
Second Reading: Romans
Paul explains to the Romans that Adam’s sin
brought death to all, but Christ’s gift of himself
brought grace and life.
Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33
In authoritative and encouraging words, Jesus urges
the apostles to fear nothing – only him who can
destroy the soul. Telling them “every hair of your
head has been counted,” he promises that
“Whoever acknowledges me before men I will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven.”
DAILY READINGS
Monday
Gn 12:1-9; Ps 33; Mt 7:1-5
Tuesday ~ Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop
Gn 13:2,5-18; Ps 15; Mt 7:6,12-14
Wednesday ~ Saint Irenaeus, Bishop, Martyr
Gn 15:1-12,17-18; Ps 105; Mt 7:15-20
Thursday ~ SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES
Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34; 2 Tm 4:6-8,17-18; Mt 16:13-19
Friday ~ The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church
Gn 17:1,9-10,15-22; Ps 128; Mt 8:1-4
Saturday ~ Saint Junipero Serra, Priest
Gn 18:1-15; (Ps) Lk 1:46-50,53-55; Mt 8:5-17
Sunday ~ THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
2 Kgs 4:8-11,14-16a; Ps 89; Rom 6:3-4,8-11; Mt 10:37-42

Death
The Gospel reading this week is focused on
death. In the Gospel Reading, Jesus tells his
apostles not to be afraid of those who can kill
you. They are not to be feared, because death
itself is not to be feared.
No doubt, there is always something
sorrowful about dying, because the death of the
body separates the dying person from his family
and his friends; and they still have to slog
through their lives in this world without their
companion. But Jesus is telling people not to fear
facing death.
If you were walking alone down a dark street
late at night, and you saw a small knot of
strangers gathered menacingly at a corner,
wouldn’t you be afraid? Shouldn’t you be afraid?
If the cancer doctor tells you that you have only
months to live, wouldn’t you – shouldn’t you –
be afraid?
How can Jesus tell us – actually, command us
– not to be afraid of death?
Well, think about it this way. If you are
surprised when you discover that you are dying,
you just haven’t been paying attention. None of
us is getting out of this alive. Every one of us will
die. It is just a question of when. Or maybe
better: it is just a question of how.
Here is how it will be if you love the Lord. In
dying, you will move through the veil that separates
you, in this world of sorrow and suffering, from the
Lord’s own presence. There, on the other side, you
will find all tears wiped away – the ones you wept
before and the ones that are now stuck in your
heart – by the tenderness of your Creator. You will
think you must be dreaming, because the beauty
and the goodness of that world surpass your every
want or need, and you yourself will be what you
never imagined you could be. Surrounded by
beauty and goodness, bathed in the love of the
Lord, you will join the angels in singing for joy at
what the Lord has done.
Are you afraid now? Is this scary to you?
What is worth fearing is losing all of this
beauty and goodness on the other side of death
because you will not surrender to the love of the
Lord who calls you to himself. But that death
comes from sin, as the Second Reading says, and
no one can force sin on you. If you wall yourself
off from the love of the Lord, you kill your soul
yourself. That is definitely worth fearing, as the
Lord says.
~Eleonore Stump

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, June 24

3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Deceased members of the Nitcznski families
by Dee & Ron Kulsicavage

Sunday, June 25

7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:30 AM Dushore John Cosgrove by Maureen Cosgrove

Monday, June 26
9:00 AM Dushore Gerard Kaier by Theresa Mucha
Tuesday, June 27
9:00 AM Mildred Josephine Barnatovich by Esperia
Stortini
Thursday, June 29
9:00 AM Mildred Helen A. Blasi by Lou & Lorraine Blasi
Friday, June 30
9:00 AM Dushore Rose Gregori by Tim & Marge Dailey
Saturday, July 1
8:30 AM Dushore Jerry & Alice McCarthy & deceased family
members by Paulie Saxe
*****************************
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Paul Gavioli by wife, Ruth

Sunday, July 2

7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:00 AM Dushore Rosalie Higley by Greg & June Werner &
family
10:45 AM Eagles Mere Fr. Shawn Tracy by the CME

In Loving Memory

The Altar Candles in St. Francis of Assisi
Church are burning in loving memory of
Stephen Kravetz by Debby & Michael
McDonald
Saint John Neumann Shrine, Sugar
Ridge is very much part of many
people’s
summer.
The
great
simplicity of the shrine makes it a
place of beautiful pilgrimage and
devotion.
Masses
will
be
celebrated at the shrine this
summer at 2:30 PM on July 9th, August 6th
and September 3rd.
A special Mass to
celebrate the newly formed Knights of
Columbus St. John Neumann Council will be
held on Sunday, July 16th at 2:30 PM. All are
welcome.
For
directions
or
more
information, please contact the rectory at
928-8865.

From a treatise on Christian Perfection by Saint
Gregory of Nyssa, bishop
The Christian is another Christ
No one has known Christ better than Paul,
nor surpassed him in the careful example he gave
of what anyone should be who bears Christ’s
name. So precisely did he mirror his Master that
he became his very image. By a painstaking
imitation, he was transformed into his model and
it seemed to be no longer Paul who lived and
spoke, but Christ himself. He shows his keen
awareness of this grace when he refers to the
Corinthians’ desire for proof that Christ was
speaking in him; as he says: It is no longer I who
live: it is Christ who lives in me.
Paul teaches us the power of Christ’s name
when he calls him the power and wisdom of
God, our peace, the unapproachable light where
God dwells, our expiation and redemption, our
great high priest, our paschal sacrifice, our
propitiation; when he declares him to be the
radiance of God’s glory, the very pattern of his
nature, the creator of all ages, our spiritual food
and drink, the rock and the water, the bedrock of
our faith, the cornerstone, the visible image of the
invisible God. He goes on to speak of him as the
mighty God, the head of his body, the Church,
the firstborn of the new creation, the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep, the firstborn of the
dead, the eldest of many brothers; he tells us that
Christ is the mediator between God and man, the
only-begotten Son crowned with glory and
honor, the Lord of glory, the beginning of all
things, the king of justice and of peace, the king
of the whole universe, ruling a realm that has no
limits.
Paul calls Christ by many other titles too
numerous to recall here. Their cumulative force
will give some conception of the marvelous
content of the name “Christ,” revealing to us his
inexpressible majesty, insofar as our minds and
thoughts can comprehend it. Since, by the
goodness of God, we who are called “Christians”
have been granted the honor of sharing this
name, the greatest, the highest, the most sublime
of all names, it follows that each of the titles that
express its meaning should be clearly reflected in
us. If we are not to lie when we call ourselves
“Christians,” we must bear witness to it by our
way of living.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory Collection

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
June 17th & 18th, 2017
$4,023.75
June Second Collections
June 24th & 25th ~ Peter’s Pence

Thank you for your generosity!
Word of Life – “If someone we know has received
a prenatal diagnosis, let us ask the Holy Spirit to
work through us. May the families of these little
children be strengthened and comforted by our
affirmation of the truth that their child’s life –
however long or short – is worth living.”
~Supporting Families Who Receive a Prenatal Diagnosis
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

Homebound Communion Ministry

Did you know that each Thursday morning we
distribute communion to the homebound and
nursing homes? If you know of anyone who
would like to receive this sacrament, please call
the parish office at 570-928-8865.
Please remember when you enter the Church that
you are entering sacred space. Before Mass
many people are praying the Rosary or other
forms of prayer. Please be respectful and enter
with reverence and silence or whisper if necessary
so as not to interrupt those praying.

Summer Mass Schedule

Beginning on Saturday, July 1st through
Sunday, September 3rd 2017, our summer Mass
schedule will be as follows:
SATURDAY
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
SUNDAYS
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:00 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
10:45 AM St. Francis of Assisi Chapel,
Eagles Mere
St. John Neumann Shrine in Sugar Ridge are:
Sunday, July 9th, Sunday, August 6th
Sunday, September 3rd. (Healing Mass)

Liturgical Ministers for July 1st & 2nd
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:30 AM Dushore

D. Homer, J. Hatch, T. Karaban
K. Bohensky, H. Clark, J. Walsh
D. Fite, B. Beers, J. Tourscher

Lectors

K. Homer, D. Lambert
R. Gumble
J. Fite, D. Hallam

Altar Servers

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:30 AM Dushore N. & C. Werner

Greeters

4:00 PM Dushore J. Harney
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Hope
9:30 AM Dushore M. & K. Evangelisti

IHM Requiem Choir
The IHM Requiem Choir has begun its
ministry
of
assisting
at
funeral
liturgies. Rehearsals will begin an hour
prior to the funeral Mass. This is a unique
way to serve, to sing, and to especially
minister to those who are grieving. Please
email
Deb
Rojas
at
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-6336084 to receive information of upcoming
funerals.
A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in this, our time of need. These things I
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101

Patron of the Week
Fitzpatrick & Lambert

Please support our patrons!

One in Christ
“God is the strength of his people,” the guide
and protector of your people, the one who keeps
us secure from this world’s uncertainty (Ps 28:8).
We should not be afraid of anything because “the
Lord is with me, like a mighty champion” (Jer 20:11).
The poor and lowly are special objects of
protection. “See, you lowly ones, and be glad … for
the Lord hears the poor, for he has rescued the life
of the poor”. The special care of the poor is a sign
to all of us that God is our strength, for it means
that God is not influenced by the judgments of the
world.
The world might abuse and ignore the poor and
lowly, but God hears their cry and rescues their
lives. The riches of the world might be for a select
few, the rich and powerful, but the gracious gift of
Jesus Christ abounds for all.
So do not let men intimidate you. Our God is
God of the poor and lowly, and in him, we his
children live in safety.

In the Old Testament God reveals himself to us
as the liberator of the oppressed and the defender
of the poor, demanding from man faith in him and
justice towards man’s neighbor. It is only in the
observance of the duties of justice that God is truly
recognized as the liberator of the oppressed.
~Synod of Bishops, Justice in the World, 1971:30

~Gerald Darring

Holy Family Icon to visit IHM Parish
The Holy Family Icon is a special portrait of the
Holy Family commissioned and specially blessed
by Pope Francis. The Knights of Columbus has
dedicated its 17th Orderwide prayer program to the
Holy Family with the intention of strengthening
Catholic families and their prayer lives.
Through the help of the Knights of Columbus
and State Deputy Charles Vagnarelli, the Holy
Family Icon is being displayed in parishes
throughout Pennsylvania encouraging Catholics
and Catholic families to pray the rosary to the Holy
Family for the intentions of their families.
Special blessings will be bestowed on those that
do.
The Icon will be visiting the Immaculate Heart
of Mary parish and will be on display at St. Basil’s
beginning Saturday, July 8th through Friday, July
14th. Parishioners are invited and welcome to view
the Icon and spend some time in prayer to the Holy
Family.

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a
Minor

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law
enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse
committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you
are encouraged to immediately report the matter to
law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has
cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been
subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement.
In accordance with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of
suspected child abuse should also be made immediately
by phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline (ChildLine)
at
1-800-932-0313
or
electronically
at
www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis
It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil
and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese is equally
committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of
Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People, which includes supporting victims of sexual
abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual wellbeing. As such, information regarding an allegation of
sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the
Victim Assistance Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at
(570-862-7551) or to Diocesan officials, including the
Vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G.,
at (570-207-2269).

Mass of Remembrance for Victims of Violent or
Tragic Death
The Diocese of Scranton is offering the annual
Mass in remembrance of victims of violent or
tragic death. This Mass is offered for the families
and friends of those who have died in tragedy,
especially through murder, suicide, or accident.
The Mass is scheduled for Thursday, July 13,
2017 at 7:00 PM in St. Peter’s Cathedral, 315
Wyoming Avenue, Scranton. All persons who
have lost a loved one through tragic and traumatic
death are invited to this liturgy.
We ask that the names of deceased loved ones are
registered on forms which are available in the
parish office or accessed on the Service and Social
Concerns webpage on the Diocese of Scranton’s
website Mass of Remembrance – Registration
form. Questions concerning this Mass may be
directed to the Office for Parish Life at 570-2072213.

The Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish
Summer Festival
Sunday, July 2nd, 2017
Plans are underway for our
Summer Festival, which will be
held on Sunday, July 2nd from
12:00 noon to 5:00 PM at the St.
Basil’s Picnic Grounds across from St. Basil’s
Rectory in Dushore. We are counting on our
chair people to join in the planning and
looking for new ones to help as well! If you’d
like to volunteer please contact the parish
office. Our ham dinner will be served from
12:00 noon to 5pm. John Stevens Doubleshot
Polka Band will once again entertain us from 3
to 5 pm.
The Theme Baskets are available and located
in the entrance of the churches! In past years,
we have received many creative ideas, such as
a homemade wooden clock, lottery tickets,
items for the home, movie night, kid’s toys for
fun in the sun, car care, sports items and
much, much more! Please support our parish
and create a basket this year. As before, a list
of contents is needed with each Theme Basket
(an index card has been attached for this
purpose).
The Theme Baskets should be
returned by Sunday, June 25th to St. Basil’s
Church in Dushore or the Parish Office in
Mildred. Thank you!
Basket of Cheer items are also needed as well
as items for our Silent Auction. Please drop
these items off at the parish office in Mildred.
Please consider placing an ad in our Annual
Festival Ad Book. We are looking for ads for
businesses as well as patrons. If you have had
a family celebration in the past year, send us a
picture! We would love to include it. Personal
milestones such as anniversaries, birthdays,
and graduations are also welcome! Please call
the Parish Office for more details on how you
and your family can be a part of our Ad Book!
Warm up your ovens and enter our Baking
Contest with a chance to win $50, $30, or
$20!
Don’t forget to sign in at the Picnic when you
buy your dinner ticket for a chance to win a
$25 gift certificate on the hour.
Pies and desserts are needed for the dinner.
Please drop them off at St. Basil’s Hall or the
picnic grounds on the day of the picnic.

Senior Liturgy ~
Sunday, June 25th, 2017
The parish wishes to honor all the
graduating high school and college
seniors of our parish with a special
Eucharistic Liturgy on Sunday, June 25th at the
9:30 AM Mass. Any senior and their family
who wishes to attend this liturgy are
encouraged to please contact the parish office
at 928-8865.

8th Annual Vocations Golf Classic

Fostering vocation to the priesthood and assisting
our seminarians are among the most urgent
responsibilities in the Church today. You don’t
have to be a golfer to support the 8th Annual
Vocations Golf Classic, which will be held on
Monday, July 10th at Blue Ridge Trail Golf Club in
Mountain Top, PA. Advertising sponsors, golfers
and donors in any amount are welcome. For a
complete brochure or to give by credit card, please
visit www.DioceseofScranton.org (giving tab),
please call the Diocesan Development Office at 570207-2250, or text 51-555 on your mobile phone and
type in Priest.
Basket Bingo
St. Michael Catholic Church Hall
Canton PA
Sunday, June 25, 2017
12 – 4 PM ~ 20 Games/$20
$20 admission includes 20 games of Bingo each
with a prize designed for summer fun. There will be
door prizes, raffles, and concessions available from
the kitchen. Please contact St. Michael’s Rectory at
570-673-5253 or Cassi Blaney at 570-337-2894 for
questions or to purchase tickets.

Knights New Assembly Celebration Event
The Knights of Columbus St. John Neumann
Assembly #979 will hold a special Mass at the
St. John Neumann Shrine in Sugar Ridge on
Sunday, July 16 at 2:30 PM. Celebrant will be
Father Richard Rojas with pastors from the
other parishes in the Assembly (Canton, Troy,
and Towanda) invited as co-celebrants. This
Mass is open to all Knights and their families
and all parishioners. Following the Mass there
will be a picnic on the grounds with
hamburgers, hot dogs, etc. We ask that those
attending bring a dish to pass. All are invited!

