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THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH
August 6th, 2017~ The Transfiguration of the Lord

St. Basil the Great Church
Dushore, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mildred, PA

St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Eagles Mere, PA

St. John Neumann Shrine
Sugar Ridge, PA

Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA 18614
Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA 18632
(570) 928-8865
Fax (570) 928-7972
Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com
Website ~ ihmdushore.com
Our Pastoral Staff
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas
Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler
Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas
-

Summer Mass Schedule
Saturday
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sunday
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:00 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
10:45 AM St. Francis of Assisi Chapel, Eagles Mere
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Or by appointment

A Welcoming Community: You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your
heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him
your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in.
Parish Registration: You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the
pastor.
New Members: Please stop by or call the parish office and register. (If you are relocating to a new parish,
please notify the office before you move.) Thank you.
Change of Address: Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address.
Inactive Catholics: As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love. “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to
God about men.” Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number
of the person. Father would be delighted to meet with them.
SACRAMENTAL LIFE
RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the
faith. Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the
parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the
9:30 AM Mass. In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s
Rectory. Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation.
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or
night.
Visitation of the Sick: Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health
care facility.
Parish Mission Statement: We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. As priest and lay faithful
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us.
Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly
treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual
Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all
the hosts within the Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf,
please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus.
(Mention your request)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned
away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are
His for ever and ever. Amen.

The Transfiguration of
the Lord

Sunday, August 6th, 2017
Sunday Readings
First Reading: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Daniel depicts God as a judge with many people
standing before him. He also describes a man who
came to him, and was given power over all other
people. This power is described as everlasting and
never to be destroyed.
Responsorial Psalm: 97
Second Reading: Peter 1:16-19
Peter discusses how the disciples witnessed Jesus
being honored and spoken to by God, fulfilling all
the prophecies. He also reminds us that these
prophecies were God’s words, delivered through a
person moved by the Holy Spirit.
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
Jesus took three of his disciples to a high mountain,
where Elijah and Moses appeared and spoke to him.
Peter suggested they make three tents, one each for
Jesus, Moses and Elijah. While he spoke, a voice
came from a cloud saying, “This is my Son, the
beloved one; listen to him.” The disciples became
very afraid and fell to their knees. Jesus told them
to rise and not to be afraid. As they looked up, they
saw only Jesus. As they left the mountain, Jesus
warned the disciples not to mention this until he
had risen from the dead. Although they did not
understand, they obeyed.

The Glory of Christ
On the cross, Christ is humiliated, shamed,
and suffering. To ordinary people passing by, he
looks more like a loser than a winner in life. And
yet we treasure the crucifix because it is the
symbol of God’s love made manifest to us. God
so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten
Son that we should not die but have everlasting
life (John 3:16).
Could anything be more
glorious than this love? The glory of Christ is
shown on the cross!
But in the Gospel reading for this Sunday, we
see Christ glorious in a more obvious and ordinary
way. Up on a mountain, Christ is transfigured.
His clothes are radiant, and so is he. Moses and
Elijah come to talk to him. And a voice from
heaven proclaims that Jesus is God’s beloved Son,
in whom God is well-pleased.
In this
transfiguration, Christ looks both lovely and
powerful, a winner rather than a loser on anybody’s
view. And Christ takes just Peter, James, and John
up to the mountain to see his transfiguration.
Why would Christ allow himself to be
transfigured in this way before his passion? And
why would Christ want to show himself
transfigured to his followers? Shouldn’t his
suffering be for us the right way to understand
true glory?
Maybe the reason for his transfiguration shares
something with the reason for his resurrection. If
Christ had not been resurrected, we might have
supposed that suffering (or at least, suffering for the
Lord) is all there is to glory. And then we might
have gotten confused and thought that there is
something especially good about suffering taken all
by itself. Maybe Christ allows himself to be
transfigured so that his followers will understand
even before the grieving events of the crucifixion
that suffering is not the end of the story, not for
Christ and not for his followers either.
But then why do only Peter, James, and John
witness Christ in glory in this way?
Well, these three apostles went on to suffer
greatly for Christ. James and Peter were among
the first martyrs, and John shepherded the church
through severe persecutions. Christ helped them
get ready for those trials by strengthening them
with the vision of his transfiguration.
Consolation increases with affliction, the
apostle Paul says (2 Cor1:5). That is a consoling
thought for us, isn’t it?

~Eleanore Stump

Weekly Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday, August 5

3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Dale C. Fitzgerald by Willie & Marie

Sunday, August 6

7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Tom Sick by Dolly & Jerry Sick & family
9:00 AM Dushore Doris Elizabeth Remolde by Mike &
Christine Skurecki
10:45 AM Eagles Mere Mass for the People
2:30 PM Sugar Ridge Joe, Kathleen & Francis Cullen by the
family

Monday, August 7
9:00 AM Dushore Edward & Frances Burke Kelly by
Edward M. Kelly
Tuesday, August 8
9:00 AM Mildred Rose Lang by Rosemary Minarsky
Wednesday, August 9
9:00 AM Dushore James R. “Bonzo” Bryan by Dorothy &
Bob Silverstrim
Thursday, August 10
9:00 AM Mildred Yvonne Evangelisti by Amy Smith &
family
10:30 AM Highlands Francis Richart by Nick & Sally
Chelap
Saturday, August 12
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Dushore Gerard Richardson by Shirley Chrzanowski

Sunday, August 13

7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People
9:00 AM Dushore Michael Klem by Mike & Nancy McMahon
10:45 AM Eagles Mere Peter Beaugard & Eileen Cickay by the
Beaugard family
DAILY READINGS
Monday ~ Saint Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions,
Martyrs; Saint Cajetan, Priest
Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81; Mt 14:13-21
Tuesday ~ Saint Dominic, Priest
Nm12:1-13; Ps 51; Mt 14:22-36
Wednesday ~ Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,
Virgin, Martyr
Nm 13:1-2,25—14:1,26-29a,34-35; Ps 106; Mt 15:21-28
Thursday ~ SAINT LAWRENCE, DEACON, MARTYR
2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112; Jn 12:24-26
Friday ~ Saint Clare, Virgin
Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77; Mt 16:24-28
Saturday ~ Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious
Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18; Mt 17:14-20
Sunday ~ NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
1 Kgs 19:0a,11-13a; Ps 85; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33

From a sermon by Saint Caesarius of Arles, bishop
Divine and human mercy
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
My brothers and sisters, sweet is the thought of
mercy, but even more so is mercy itself. It is what all
men hope for, but unfortunately, not what all men
deserve. For while all men wish to receive it, only a
few are willing to give it.
How can a man ask for himself what he refuses to
give to another? If he expects to receive any mercy in
heaven, he should give mercy on earth. Do we all
desire to receive mercy? Let us make mercy our
patroness now, and she will free us in the world to
come. Yes, there is mercy in heaven, but the road to it
is paved by our merciful acts on earth. As Scripture
says: Lord, your mercy is in heaven.
There is, therefore, an earthly as well as heavenly
mercy, that is to say, a human and a divine mercy.
Human mercy has compassion on the miseries of the
poor.
Divine mercy grants forgiveness of sins.
Whatever human mercy bestows here on earth, divine
mercy will return to us in our homeland. In this life
God feels cold and hunger in all who are stricken with
poverty; for, remember, he once said: What you have
done to the least of my brothers you have done to me.
Yes, God who sees fit to give his mercy in heaven
wishes it to be a reality here on earth.
What kind of people are we? When God gives, we
wish to receive, but when he begs, we refuse to give.
Remember, it was Christ who said: I was hungry and
you gave me nothing to eat. When the poor are
starving, Christ too hungers. Do not neglect to
improve the unhappy conditions of the poor, if you
wish to ensure that your own sins be forgiven you.
Christ hungers now, my brethren; it is he who deigns
to hunger and thirst in the persons of the poor. And
what he will return in heaven tomorrow is what he
receives here on earth today.
What do you wish for, what do you pray for, my
dear brothers and sisters, when you come to church?
Is it mercy? How can it be anything else? Show
mercy, then, while you are on earth, and mercy will be
shown to you in heaven. A poor person asks you for
something; you ask God for something. He begs for a
morsel of food; you beg for eternal life. Give to the
beggar so that you may merit to receive from Christ.
For he it is who says: Give and it will be given to you.
It baffles me that you have the impudence to ask for
what you do not want to give. Give when you come
to church. Give to the poor. Give them whatever your
resources will allow.

Our Weekly Parish Offertory
Collection
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
July 29th & 30th, 2017
$5,051.00
Catholic Relief Fund
$828.01
Offertory Breakdown
St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
Total - $2,509.00
St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
Total - $1,275.00
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel, Eagles Mere
Total - $1,267.00
August Second Collections

August 5th & 6th ~ Care & Education of Priests
August 12th & 13th ~ Building & Maintenance
August 26th & 27th ~ Churches in Eastern Europe

Thank you for your generosity!
Word of Life – “By opening our hearts to his love
and mercy, we let Christ dwell in us and we see
more deeply the intricate and unique beauty of
each person.”
~Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley, OFM Cap., Chairman
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities
2013 Respect Life Month Statement

Summertime
You are reminded that there is no vacation from
God. Please remember your obligation to attend
Mass every weekend and Holyday. It is still a
mortal sin to miss Mass (except for inclement
weather and illness). Masses on weekends are
readily available in most vacation spots. When
out of town for the weekend, your parish still
needs your weekly tithe for support. Just as you
must still pay the cable, electric, and other
utilities when you are away on vacation, so too
your parish needs your constant continuous
support. Enjoy the Summer!

Please remember when you enter the Church
that you are entering sacred space. Before
Mass many people are praying the Rosary or
other forms of prayer. Please be respectful
and enter with reverence and silence or
whisper if necessary so as not to interrupt
those praying.

Liturgical Ministers for August 12th & 13th
Special Ministers of Communion
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:00 AM Dushore
4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
9:00 AM Dushore

D. Homer, R. Finan, J. Lambert
H. Clark, J. Walsh, K. Bohensky
J. Krakoski, T. Hembury, J. Tourscher

Lectors

J. A. Shoemaker, K. Homer
R. Gumble
P. Wylie, S. Wilcox

Altar Servers

4:00 PM Dushore
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Thomas
9:00 AM Dushore Z. & S. Pedro

Greeters

4:00 PM Dushore J. Harney
7:30 PM Mildred
R. Hope
9:00 AM Dushore T. & M. Dailey

IHM Requiem Choir
The IHM Requiem Choir has begun its
ministry
of
assisting
at
funeral
liturgies. Rehearsals will begin an hour
prior to the funeral Mass. This is a unique
way to serve, to sing, and to especially
minister to those who are grieving. Please
email
Deb
Rojas
at
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-6336084 to receive information of upcoming
funerals.
A Prayer for our Military
God our Father, walk through my house and
take away all my worries; and please watch
over and heal my family. Heavenly Father,
hold our troops in Your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in this, our time of need. These things I
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Amen.
Please pray for:
Darrin J. Denmon
PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820
PVT Stephen MacElhaney
“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703
Natalie Dymond
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245
Matthew J. Dailey
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110
Clovis, NM 88101

Patron of the Week
Blooming Florist

Please support our patrons!

Heavenly Vision; More Human World

While we were still without hope, God took us out
of our emptiness and brought us into a new land,
making with us a covenant of liberation.
But we remain set upon the things of this world,
burdened with the original darkness that shadows
our vision. Today‘s liturgy is about restoring our
sight so that we can see the bounty of the Lord in
the land of the living.
The disciples saw the bounty of the Lord on the
mountaintop. They witnessed the dazzling glory of
Jesus shining in the company of Moses and Elijah,
the glory of the fulfillment of the law and the
prophets.
Abraham had also stood in the presence of the
Lord, and he had been overwhelmed by a terrifying
darkness pierced by the bright light of a smoking
brazier and a flaming torch.
The road from Abraham’s encounter with God to
the disciples’ encounter with God was a long one.
We are a people who eagerly await the coming
of our savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
We recognize that we have our citizenship in
heaven, but in the meantime we exercise our
citizenship on earth for the coming of the kingdom
of God.
We purge ourselves of our Self-Reliance, our
thirst for power, and our preoccupation with selfinterest, sacrificing and praying that God might
deliver Israel from all her distress.

Christians, on pilgrimage toward the heavenly
city, should seek and think of those things which
are above. This duty in no way decreases, rather it
increases, the importance of their obligation to
work with all men in the building of a more human
world.
~ Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World,
1965:57

-Gerald Darring

The Sanctuary Candle in St. Basil’s Church is
burning in loving memory of Helen Tourscher,
Craig Tourscher, David Tourscher & Leah
Hugo by Francis Tourscher & family
The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church
are burning in loving memory of Tom
Sick by Jerry & Dolly Sick & family

Summer Mass Schedule
Our summer Mass schedule will be as follows:
SATURDAY
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
SUNDAYS
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred
9:00 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore
10:45 AM St. Francis of Assisi Chapel,
Eagles Mere
St. John Neumann Shrine in Sugar Ridge are:
Sunday, August 6th
Sunday, September 3rd. (Healing Mass)
This schedule is in effect until Sunday, September 3.

Homebound Communion Ministry
Did you know that each Thursday morning we
distribute communion to the homebound and
nursing homes? If you know of anyone who
would like to receive this sacrament, please call
the parish office at 570-928-8865.
Know Someone Interested in Becoming a
Catholic?
These lazy and often hazy days of summer
afford each of us the opportunity to contact
those persons whom we know have shown
interest in learning about the Catholic faith.
By reason of our baptism into Christ, each
of us in obligated to reach out in God’s
name.
Help awaken the seed of faith in others!
Encourage them to become part of The
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish RCIA Program
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). It is a
process designed for adults who have heard
God’s word and seek to enter more deeply into
the way of faith of the Catholic Church.
For more information please contact Donn
Tourscher at 928-9361 or the parish office,
928-8865.
An Act of spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You. Amen

Fund Raising Needed for St. Francis of
Assisi
Painting of St. Francis of Assisi Church,
Mildred, interior. The painting of the
interior of St. Francis of Assisi Church has
been completed by Robert A. Ritterbeck,
Inc. The cost of this project is $8,300.00.
To date, we have raised $5,645 towards
this project. Donors include:
Mr. & Mrs. James Donahue
Mr. Richard Hallam
Mr. & Mrs. John Krakoski
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Lambert
Mr. & Mrs. John Lambert
Mrs. T A Stabrylla
Col. & Mrs. Robert Guglielmi, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Rouse
Mr. & Mrs. David Barrington
P. Dean Homer
Joseph Lang
In memory of Hugh E. McGee Jr.
& Sam & Mattie Hoff
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Holmes III
In memory of James & Florence
Dempsey
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gallagher
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Haenn
Eileen Lynch
Barbara Noone
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Hoff
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bohensky
Knights of Columbus Council #12406
Mr. & Mrs. Philip McDermott
Anonymous
Anyone interested in donating money
toward this project can contact the parish
office. The names of the donors will be
posted in the bulletin. Memorials can also
be made in remembrance of a loved one or
family.
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Monday, August 7th ~ 6:00 PM
Parish Office, Mildred

Holyday of Obligation – The
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary into Heaven

The Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven will be
observed on Tuesday, August 15th. This
Feast is a holyday of obligation. The
Mass schedule for this holyday is as follows:

Vigil – Monday, August 14th
7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Dushore
Solemnity – Tuesday, August 15th
9:00 AM – St. Francis, Mildred
7:00 PM – St. Basil’s, Dushore

The Solemnity of the Assumption is the oldest and
greatest feast of Mary. Orthodox Christians call
August 15th the Dormition (“falling asleep”) of
Mary.
“She who sheltered the Divine Word in her breast
was to be lodged in the dwelling place of her Son,”
says Saint John Damascene, describing his belief
that after Mary’s death, her body was raised to live
with God forever.
That Mary’s body—not just her soul—is in God’s
presence is a sign of the holiness of creation. The
human body is not evil – it is good. Death is not
the end of creation—it is the beginning of eternal
life. In our day, when violence can desecrate the
human body, the sign of Mary’s assumption gains
new importance.
The New Testament reading for this feast calls
Jesus the firstfruits of those who have died, to be
followed by the harvest of all who hope in him. As
Mary, the model believer and sign of the church, is
gathered in, we hope that we too will one day be
part of this harvest.
Saint John Neumann Shrine, Sugar
Ridge is very much part of many
people’s summer. The great
simplicity of the shrine makes it
a place of beautiful pilgrimage
and devotion. Masses will be celebrated
at the shrine this summer at 2:30 PM on
August 6th and September 3rd.
All are
welcome. For directions or more
information, please contact the rectory
at 928-8865.

