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St. Basil the Great Church 
Dushore, PA 

 
 
St. John Neumann Shrine 
Sugar Ridge, PA 

 

         St. Francis of Assisi Church 
        Mildred, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          St. Francis of Assisi Chapel 
          Eagles Mere, PA 
 

 
Mailing Address ~ P O Box 307, Dushore, PA   18614 

Parish Office ~ 1 St. Francis Drive, Mildred, PA   18632 
(570) 928-8865               Fax (570) 928-7972 

Email ~ ihmparish@frontier.com 
Website ~ ihmdushore.com 

 

Our Pastoral Staff 
Parish Administrator ~ Reverend Richard Rojas 

Director of Religious Education ~ Mrs. Kathleen Clark 
Administrative Assistant ~ Ms. Diane Fowler 

Director of Liturgical Music ~ Mrs. Deborah Rojas 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday  

4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sunday  

7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays ~ 3:15 – 3:45 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 
Sundays ~ 7:00 – 7:15 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Or by appointment 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH  
September 10th, 2017~ Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



A Welcoming Community:  You enter this Church … not as stranger, but as a guest of God.  He is your 
heavenly Father.  Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him 
your love and service.  Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus Christ, built this place 
of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise.  Ask His blessing on 
those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
may that blessing rest on you, both in your going out and your coming in. 
Parish Registration:  You must be a registered member of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to receive 
Baptism, Confirmation, First Penance, First Holy Communion, Marriage and to receive sponsor letters from the 
pastor. 
New Members:  Please stop by or call the parish office and register.  (If you are relocating to a new parish, 
please notify the office before you move.)  Thank you. 
Change of Address:  Please notify the parish office as soon as possible if you have had a change of address. 
Inactive Catholics:  As a welcoming parish, we ask every parishioner to ask God to put in your heart people 
whose hearts we need to reach out and touch with God’s love.  “Before you talk to men about God, you talk to 
God about men.”  Please, call, write, leave in an envelope in the collection the name, address and phone number 
of the person.  Father would be delighted to meet with them. 
SACRAMENTAL LIFE 
 RCIA:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process to bring non-Catholics into the 
faith.  Anyone seeking information or interested in becoming a part of this community of faith can call the 
parish office. 
 Sacrament of Baptism:  Baptisms are scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month following the 
9:30 AM Mass.  In order to understand and better appreciate this special sacrament, parents are required to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Program, which is held on the last Saturday of each month at 7:00 PM in St. Basil’s 
Rectory.  Please contact the rectory to schedule your child’s baptism. 
   Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples contemplating marriage should notify the rectory at least six months 
prior to the date to allow necessary time for proper preparation. 
    Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick:  Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. 
 Visitation of the Sick:  Please call the parish for visitation of the sick at home, in the hospital, or health 
care facility. 
 Parish Mission Statement:  We, the Catholic faithful of The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, in 
union with our Holy Father, the Pope, and our Bishop, are called through Baptism to share in the ministry 
which Jesus Christ has entrusted to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  As priest and lay faithful 
in a rural area, we utilize our energy to serve the spiritual needs of the Kingdom of God to promote a culture of 
life, justice, and peace to this generation and the generations that follow us. 
 

Prayer to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the Father, you are the most valued Heavenly 

treasure. 
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, created of the godly seed by the Spirit of God, you are the spiritual 

Mother of mankind. 
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, your whole being was raised Heavenly in full glory, to be elevated above all 

the hosts within the Kingdom of God. 
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary! 
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, you who continually intercede on our behalf, 

please present my need before your loving Son, Jesus. 
(Mention your request) 

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my need before Jesus, for you have never turned 
away those in dire need. 

Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, submitting myself to the Divine will of the Lord, for all glories are 
His for ever and ever.   Amen. 



Twenty-third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

Sunday, September 10th, 2017 
 

Sunday Readings 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9 
God has appointed the prophet as a watchman over 
his people.  If he fails to give them warning against 
sin, he will be held responsible. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 95 
 

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-10 
In this beautiful letter, Paul says that all 
commandments are contained in this:  “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus explains to his disciples how to respond to 
those who wrong them – with gentleness and 
practical wisdom.  He promises that whenever “two 
or three are gathered in my name, there am I in their 
midst.” 
 

DAILY READINGS 
Monday ~ Labor Day 

1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96; Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday 

1 Thes 5:1-6,9-11; Ps 27; Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday 

Col 1:1-8; Ps 52; Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday 

Col 1:9-14; Ps 98; Lk 5:1-11 
Friday ~ THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY 
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 13; Mt 1:1-16,18-23 

Saturday ~ Saint Peter Claver, Priest 
Col 1:21-23; Ps 54; Lk 6:1-5 

Sunday ~ TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 

Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20 
 
 

Witnessing for the Lord 
     In the First Reading, God appoints Ezekiel 
as a watchman for his people, and he adds a 
threat.  If Ezekiel does not warn sinners to 
mend their ways, God will hold Ezekiel 
responsible for their fate. 
     Does God say this to Ezekiel only?  Or does 
he say it also to all of us?  Many of the great 
people in the Christian tradition – Augustine, 
Aquinas, Francis of Assisi, to name a few – 
thought that God’s command to Ezekiel is 
meant to apply to every one of the faithful now 
too.  It is a duty for every Christian to watch 
out for each one of God’s people in the way 
God spelled out to Ezekiel. 
     But this can look like a dreadful idea.  Could 
it really be the case that a Christian is supposed 
to be a kind of busybody, continually nagging 
other people about their sins? 
     And what about the Gospel instruction (cf. 
Matthew 7:5) to pay more attention to the 
beam in your own eye than to the speck of dust 
in somebody else’s? 
     Here we need to remember that there is 
more than one way to communicate with 
others.  If you are concentrated in love and 
service to the Lord, your life will tell a story to 
everyone who crosses your path.  When 
Francis of Assisi was asked about this very 
passage in the First Reading, he said, 
     If that passage is supposed to be understood 
in a universal sense, then I understand it to 
mean that a servant of God should be burning 
with life and holiness so brightly that by the 
light of his example and the tongue of his 
conduct, he will rebuke all the wicked.*  
     Your life can bear witness to the goodness of 
the Lord and the holiness of his 
commandments.  You don’t have to use words 
to do so. 
     So a Christian can and should concentrate 
on the beam in his own eye, just as the Gospel 
injunction says.  But if he really does so, then 
the duty to witness to others, God’s command 
to Ezekiel, will be beautifully fulfilled. 

                           ~Eleonore Stump 
*(Regis Armstrong et al., eds., Francis of Assisi, The Early 

Documents, ii, The Founder [New York City Press, 2000]. p. 141) 
 



Weekly Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday, September 9 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by Al &  
  Eileen Mills 
Sunday, September 10 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Esperia Stortini by Mary McKernan 
Monday, September 11 
9:00 AM Dushore For victims of the 911 terror attacks 
Tuesday, September 12 
9:00 AM Mildred Edward J. Lang by John & Linda  
  Caccia & family 
Thursday, September 14 
9:00 AM Mildred Catherine Lambert by Linda & Dan  
  Schaad 
10:30 AM Highlands Walter “Butch” Barnosky by Mary  
  Lou Meehan 
Friday, September 15 
9:00 AM Dushore G. Rita Green by Dane & Amber  
  Denmon 
Saturday, September 16 
3:15 ~ 3:45 PM Dushore Sacrament of Reconciliation 
4:00 PM Dushore Bernadette & Nathan Weaver by Mr. &  
  Mrs. Joseph Dwojewski 
Sunday, September 17 
7:00 – 7:15 AM Mildred Sacrament of Reconciliation 
7:30 AM Mildred Mass for the People 
9:30 AM Dushore Marie Bonanni by Jackie Battin 

 

The Sanctuary Candles in St. Basil’s and St. 
Francis of Assisi Churches are burning in 
loving memory of Bernadette & Nathan 

Weaver by the family 
 

The Altar Candles in St. Basil’s Church are 
burning in loving memory of Father Joseph 
Hornick by Michael & Debby McDonald 

 

In the kindness of your prayers, please pray for the 
repose of the soul of Anna Lynch.  As she shared in the 
suffering of Christ, so may she now share in the glory of 
the risen Savior in heaven. 

 

Dear God, 
I take my humble heart with its anxieties and joys 
and put it into your mother’s Immaculate Heart. 

Mary, please take my heart in yours and deliver it 
to the Sacred Heart of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

From a sermon by Saint Bernard, abbot 
The stages of contemplation 

     Let us take our stand on secure ground, 
leaning with all our strength on Christ, the most 
solid rock, according to the words: He set my feet 
on a rock and guided my steps.  Thus firmly 
established, let us begin to contemplate, to see 
what he is saying to us and what reply we ought 
to make to his charges. 
     The first stage of contemplation, my dear 
brothers, is constantly to consider what God 
wants, what is pleasing to him, and what is 
acceptable in his eyes.  We all offend in many 
things; our strength cannot match the rectitude of 
God’s will, being neither one with it nor wholly 
in accord with it; let us then humble ourselves 
under the powerful hand of the most high God and be 
concerned to show ourselves unworthy before his 
merciful gaze, saying:  Heal me, Lord, and I shall be 
healed; save me and I shall be saved.  And again, 
Lord, have mercy on me; heal my soul because I have 
sinned against you. 
     Once the eye of the soul has been purified by 
such considerations, we no longer abide within 
our own spirit in a sense of sorrow, but abide 
rather in the Spirit of God with great delight.  No 
longer do we consider what is the will of God for 
us, but rather what it is in itself.  For our life is in 
his will.  Thus we are convinced that what is 
according to his will is in every way more 
advantageous and fitting for us.  And so, 
concerned as we are to preserve the life of our 
soul, we should be equally concerned, insofar as 
we can, not to deviate from his will. 
     Thus having made some progress in our 
spiritual exercise under the guidance of the Spirit 
who searches the deep things of God, let us 
reflect how sweet is the Lord and how good he is 
in himself; in the words of the prophet let us pray 
to see God’s will; no longer shall we frequent our 
own hearts but his temple.  At the same time we 
shall say:  My soul is humbled within me, therefore I 
shall be mindful of you. 
     The whole of the spiritual life consists of these 
two elements.  When we think of ourselves, we 
are perturbed and filled with a salutary sadness.  
And when we think of the Lord, we are revived 
to find consolation in the joy of the Holy Spirit.  
From the first we derive fear and humility, from 
the second hope and love. 
 



Our Weekly Parish Offertory 
Collection 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
 

September 2nd & 3rd, 2017 
$6,069.64 

Care & Education of Priests 
$768.51 

 

Offertory Breakdown 
St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

Total - $3,531.00 
St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mildred 

Total - $1,127.00 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel, Eagles Mere 

Total - $424.64 
St. John Neumann Shrine, Sugar Ridge 

$987.00 
 

September Second Collections 
September 9th & 10th ~ Hurricane Harvey Relief 

September 16th & 17th ~ Building & Maintenance 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Word of Life – “When people are tempted to see 
their own lives as diminished in value or 
meaning, they most need the love and assistance 
of others to assure them of their inherent worth.” 

~USCCB, “To Live Each Day with Dignity: A Statement on 

Assisted Suicide,” © 2011 
 

2017 Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
Bazaar Raffle 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Bazaar 
Raffle tickets are now available. The tickets 
are $15.00 and include 101 cash prizes.  
There will also be a “Bonanza Drawing” on 
October 15th, and a “Seller’s Appreciation 
Drawing” will be on the night of the Bazaar, 
November 12th.  A special thanks to Debbie Hill 
who organized and chaired the Raffle – for 
more information contact Debbie, 928-8730, 
or Linda at 928-8408.  First drawing will be 
September 24th.  Please return any 
unpurchased tickets to the rectory so that they 
may be sold. The Bazaar will be held on 
Sunday, November 12th in St. Francis of Assisi 
Hall. 
 

A Bazaar Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 12th at 6:00 PM in the parish office 
in Mildred. 

Liturgical Ministers for September 16th & 17th                            
Special Ministers of Communion 

     4:00 PM Dushore     J. Lambert, T. Karaban, R. Finan 
     7:30 PM Mildred      K. Bohensky, H. Clark, J. Walsh 
     9:30 AM Dushore      J. Tourscher, J. & D. McDonough 

Lectors 
     4:00 PM Dushore    R. Green, D. Lambert 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Gumble 
     9:30 AM Dushore    J. Lambert, P. Wylie 

Altar Servers 
     4:00 PM Dushore     
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Thomas 
     9:30 AM Dushore   Z. & S. Pedro  

Greeters 
     4:00 PM Dushore   J. Harney 
     7:30 PM Mildred     R. Hope  
     9:30 AM Dushore   T. & M. Dailey 

 
IHM Requiem Choir 

The IHM Requiem Choir will resume its 
ministry of assisting at funeral liturgies after 
Labor Day.  Rehearsals will begin an hour 
prior to the funeral Mass.  This is a unique 
way to serve, to sing, and to especially 
minister to those who are grieving.  Please 
email Deb Rojas at 
reformedrojas@yahoo.com or call 617-633-
6084 to receive information of upcoming 
funerals.   
 

A Prayer for our Military 
God our Father, walk through my house and 
take away all my worries; and please watch 
over and heal my family.  Heavenly Father, 
hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us 
in this, our time of need.  These things I 
humbly ask in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please pray for:   
Darrin J. Denmon 

PMB 155; P O Box 30800, Honolulu, HI 96820 
PVT Stephen MacElhaney 

“Punisher” 5th Platoon 1-7bFABN 
P O Box 35524, Wainwright, Alaska 99703 

Natalie Dymond 
9030 Moccasin Lake, San Antonio, TX 78245 

Matthew J. Dailey 
114 East Cochran Ave, Unit 110 

Clovis, NM 88101 
 

Patron of the Week 
The Placemat Ladies 

Please support our patrons! 



The Debt of Love 
We are a church, an assembly of people gathered 
to do the work of God.  This work brings us 
together around the table of the Lord and sends us 
out to renew the face of the earth. 
     The task that faces us in the world is awesome, 
and the obstacles are formidable.  The only way we 
can succeed is by staying together, with Jesus in 
our midst, and our staying together must involve 
community efforts to correct our faults.  When 
there is racism or sexism in our church, we must 
confront them and work to eliminate them. 
     When economic injustice is found in our church 
institutions, we must speak out against it and work 
to eliminate it.  When militarism makes its way into 
the fabric of our community, we must stand up for 
peace and proclaim the gospel message of 
nonviolent change. 
     Owe no debt to anyone except the debt that 
binds us to love one another.  An essential 
component of that love should be the help we give 
each other in overcoming the shortcomings that 
get in the way of our becoming a universal 
sacrament of salvation. 
     We must serve the Church and love her as she is, 
with a clear understanding of history, and humbly 
searching for the will of God who assists and guides 
her even when at times He permits human 
weakness to eclipse the purity of her features and 
the beauty of her action.  It is this purity and beauty 
which we are endeavoring to discover and promote. 
Pope Paul VI, Ecclesiam Suam, 1964:49 

-Gerald Darring 
 
 

Prayer for 911 and for our Country 
Jesus, beloved Savior, in remembering these 

terrible events, we recognize our great need for 
Your guidance and protection.  We have 

painfully learned that our country is vulnerable 
and that violence can disrupt both individuals 

and nations.  We pray then for healing for all the 
people whose lives were shattered in the 

attacks.  We pray for those who defend our 
freedom.  We pray for wisdom for our national 

leaders.  We pray for peace, for our country and 
our world.  Jesus, beloved Savior, as we 

remember, hold us in Your loving hands.  Amen. 

ATTENTION:   
This weekend we resume our regular  
Mass Schedule, which is as follows:   

SATURDAY 
4:00 PM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

SUNDAY 
7:30 AM St. Francis of Assisi Church, 

Mildred 
9:30 AM St. Basil’s Church, Dushore 

 

Homebound Communion Ministry 
Did you know that each Thursday morning 

we distribute communion to the 
homebound and nursing homes?  If you 

know of anyone who would like to receive 
this sacrament, please call the parish office 

at 570-928-8865. 
 

Feel called to become a Catholic? 
RCIA – Rite of Christin Initiation of Adults 

“I have called you by name; you are mine” 
(Isaiah 43:1).  Do you feel God is calling you to 
enter the Catholic Church?  The Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults is the process 
whereby adults are initiated into full 
communion with the Catholic Church.  This 
special program is for men and women and 
young adults who: 
     …were baptized in other faith traditions 
but now feel called to become Catholic 
    …have never been baptized or do not 
belong to a faith tradition but now feel called 
to become Catholic. 
If you desire to begin the process of exploring 
what God has in store for you, please call the 
Parish Office at 570-928-8865 or Donn 
Tourscher at 570-928-9361.  RCIA Sessions 
begin in the fall. 

 
Fall Training for Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion and 
Lectors 

Training for Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion and Lectors will be held 
this fall.  If you feel that God is calling you 
to these ministries, please contact the parish 
office at 570-928-8865 or email at 
ihmparish@frontier.com.   



BUS TRIP TO AMERICAN MUSIC THEATER’S 
CHRISTMAS SHOW NOVEMBER 15, 2017 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church is sponsoring a 
bus trip to Lancaster on Wednesday, November 
15, to see the Christmas show at the American 
Music Theater.  The price of $110.00 covers the 
bus, tip for the driver, the show and a buffet dinner 
at Golden Corral.  We will be leaving the parking 
lots of St. Mary’s Church in Wyalusing at 7:30 am, 
St. Joachim’s in Meshoppen at 7:50 am and 
Walmart in Tunkhannock at 8:15 am.  There will be 
a breakfast stop at Cracker Barrel in Frackville, at 
your own expense.  We will spend some time at 
Rockvale Outlet Mall before our 3:00 pm show.  
Our dinner reservation is at 5:45 pm, after the 
show.  We should return to Wyalusing at 
approximately 11:00 pm. 
For more information, please contact Marilyn 
Burton at 570-833-4851 or 
mammymarilyn@epix.net  For reservations, send 
a deposit of $60 (or full amount) made out to: 
Marilyn Burton, 320 Fannon Muldoon Road, 
Meshoppen, PA  18630.  Seating is assignied 
according to receipt of reservation.  Please include 
name, address, phone number and e-mail with 
your reservation.   

 

CCD Classes Begin 
CCD classes begin Sunday, September 
10th at 8:15 to 9:15 AM in St. Basil’s Hall.  
Re-registration forms have been mailed to 
parents.  Please register Kindergarten and 
new students soon.  Registration forms 
can be found on the parish website – 
ihmdushore.com – under the Faith 
Formation/Registration tab.   

 

EMERGENCY HELP IS NEEDED! 
The boiler in St. Basil’s Rectory has 
exploded!  It’s been leaking for years and 
now it has to be replaced.  Father and his 
family are without hot water.  Estimates are 
somewhere in the area of $10,000.00 to 
replace it.  We cannot afford that.  Please 
consider making a donation of any size 
towards a new boiler for St. Basil’s Rectory.  
Thank you! 

Special Collection for Hurricane Harvey Relief 
Over the past several days, all of us have been 
following the historic flooding in southeast Texas.  
Hurricane Harvey is a catastrophic weather event 
of enormous proportions.  Twelve million people 
thus far have been affected.  The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops has requested that 
each diocese participate in an emergency 
collection to assist the victims of Hurricane Harvey.  
This collection will occur in the Diocese of 
Scranton during the weekend of September 9th 
and 10th. 
     This emergency collection will be used both to 
support the humanitarian and recovery efforts of 
Catholic Charities USA and to provide pastoral and 
rebuilding support to impacted dioceses through 
the USCCB. 
 

“Since our earliest days we have been taught how 
to pray by the words that Jesus himself shared 
with us in the scriptures.  He began that prayer by 
saying ‘Our Father.’  We walk together as 
brothers and sisters in the light of Christ by the 
very nature of our faith.  In his great instruction 
to us, Evangelii Guadum (the Joy of the Gospel), 
Pope Francis invites us all to missionary 
discipleship as authentic followers of the Lord 
Jesus.  Missionary discipleship calls us to go out 
of ourselves and to preach the Gospel and to 
respond to the needs of our brothers and sisters 
with whom we walk.” 

~Bishop Joseph C. Bambera 
      Our Holy Father tells us, “God’s heart has a 
special place for the poor, so much so that he 
himself ‘became poor.’”  He explains that the 
proclamation of the Gospel “is itself the prime 
form of charity.” 
     You are invited to join with parishioners 
across the Diocese as they “Walk Together in the 
Light of Christ” proclaiming the gospel by 
supporting the many ministries and services 
made possible through the gifts to the 2017 
Annual Appeal throughout the 11 counties of our 
Diocese. 
     Our goal for the 2017 Annual Appeal is 
$41,000.   
 



 


